
OUR CALL TO GIVE

God provides all we need, not only to survive but to thrive. In 
abundance, God calls us to live as generous stewards of His gifts.

Living into this call to give is a life-long journey. We commit 
ourselves to depend on God’s abundant provisions to sustain us  
and our community.
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“There is a sweetness to Ascension 
in its simplicity and sincerity.” 
Parish Survey, June 2015

Ascension is “warmth, sense of 
belonging to a friendly family.”
Parish Survey, June 2015

CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION 
IS A WELCOMING COMMUNITY

Ascension is a community of faith, diverse, yet bound 
together by worship, fellowship, and ministry, and uplifted 
by the Holy Spirit.  We are committed to growing and 
sharing Christ’s love.

Ascension is a place where one can openly express his or 
her views and opinions and accept others who may have 
diverse views.

Ascension is a family-oriented and welcoming parish. 
We are blessed with a pastor who provides insight to the 
Gospel.  Through his his preaching and teaching, he 
relates well to the members of the parish and truly loves 
Ascension.

We value our exceptional music, youth education programs, 
Bible study, and social events such as coffee hours and our 
annual Oktoberfest celebration. 
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CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION 
IS A COMMUNITY OF WORSHIP

In communal worship, we unite ourselves with others to 
acknowledge the holiness of God, to hear God’s Word, to 
offer prayer, and to celebrate the sacraments.

In our worship, we are united with the divine, given a 
glimpse of the heavenly banquet, and renewed in our task to 
live as Jesus’ disciples in the world.  

“During services, the sense of the Holy 
Spirit is always there.”
Parish Survey, June 2015

“Worship is reverent and prayerful, 
with diverse selections of music, but 
not overdone.” 
Parish Survey, June 2015

“I feel we have received a pastor with 
understanding of how to guide as well 
as “apply” the lessons to everyday 
life.”  
Parish Survey, June 2015
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ASCENSION’S LEADERSHIP 
VALUES PARISHONER INSIGHT. 

Looking forward, the vestry and Father Lucas will focus 
on their efforts on:

• Offering more adult educational opportunities and programming
• Expanding outreach
• More youth education and formation
• Building maintenance and improvement
• Improving communication
• Financial stability in stewardship and endowment
• More fellowship opportunities for all
• Building on our current strengths

“I would like to see Ascension’s outreach 
expand to be more part of our mainstream 
church life.” 
Parish Survey, June 2015

“I like the idea of building a stable funding 
base.  In terms of endowment, I was 
surprised to learn we didn’t have one.” 
Parish Survey, June 2015

“We have systematically underinvested in 
our building, which is our greatest asset.  
Properly funding maintenance and repairs 
will ensure Ascension’s legacy for future 
generations.” 
Parish Survey, June 2015

“Finding the Holy Spirit and Jesus, and 
creating a community, not a social club that 
some people attend once in a while when 
time permits.”
Parish Survey, June 2015
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RESPONDING TO Our Call TO GIVE
Living and Giving Generously

Dear Parishioners,

Three years ago Meredith and I stood before you for the first time, new to the Church of the 
Ascension family. Of course, the vestry and search committee had met with me extensively 
and knew my background, education, and references. But it takes time to build new 
relationships. True community can only be forged through the trials and blessings of life 
and God’s plans for us.

We have traveled far together since that first day. We have suffered a devastating fire, a 
flood, and a break-in. Together we have mourned the loss of loved ones. We have knelt by 
the beds of sick parishioners. We have celebrated together the joyous union of loved ones, 
births, and baptisms. We have worshiped together through seasons of feasts and fasts. 
Through it all, we have marveled at the transformative power of the Gospel, and we have 
built a community—a family—that worships together. 

Ascension faces the same practical challenges that every family has: home repair, utility 
bills, the education of our children, and continued fiscal responsibility. To that end, I write 
to you with the prayer that you will help us secure the future of the church by joining 
your fellow parishioners in this year’s stewardship campaign. Enclosed with this letter are 
materials that will help you discern what level of financial support you feel comfortable 
with. Please join me, the stewardship committee, vestry, and staff in pledging support so 
that the Church of the Ascension family may be even stronger tomorrow.

In Christ,

Fr. Lucas Grubbs
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STEWARDSHIP PRAYER
Almighty God, you sustain our lives with abundant grace. Out of your 
constant love you give us everything we need. 

We encounter the risen Christ and see his face in one another at our 
beloved home, Church of the Ascension. We are called to be generous 
stewards and caretakers of this home. 

Inspire us by your sacrificial love to give back from what we have been 
given. Give us generous hearts and hands to continue the work of the 
Gospel in this place.

For you have taught us, gracious God, that in giving we receive and in 
sacrifice we are reborn to new and abundant life. 
Through Christ our Lord we pray.  Amen.
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Stewardship also involves giving of our time and our talent.  Here are some ministries 
at the parish where you can get involved.  Please contact the parish office at admin@
ascensiondenver.org or 303-388-5978 to find out how to get involved in these important 
ministries.

Outreach
Outreach is greater service to the community and the world, especially to those most vulnerable 
and in need. 

Altar Guild
The Altar Guild tends to weekly worship needs in the sanctuary and prepares for special services 
such as baptisms, funerals, and weddings.

Lectors 
Lectors offer the scripture readings and the prayers of the people on Sunday mornings during 
worship

Chalice Ministers
Chalice Ministers assist in the Eucharist on Sunday mornings by sharing in the offering of 
Communion and assisting at worship.

Acolytes
Acolytes assist the priest and other ministers during worship by carrying the processional cross, the 
candles, and by assisting in worship on Sundays.

Ushers
Ushers greet the congregation and visitors as they arrive, distribute worship bulletins and 
announcements, and are available to help where needed on Sunday mornings.

Choir and Music Ministry
The Choir sings at the 10 a.m. service and other special services throughout the year.  All are 
welcome and no musical experience is needed.

Children and Youth Ministry
The Children and Youth ministry assists in Sunday School and children and youth formation 
activities to nurture the faith of our youngest parishioners.

Vestry
The Vestry is the primary body of lay leadership which helps set the vision and leadership goals 
with the Rector and tends to parish finances and the building and grounds.  Vestry members are 
elected each year and serve for a three-year term.
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