
 

Summer Programs 

The 

Parish Post 
Church of the Ascension, Denver, CO 

Special Supplement in this Parish 
Post on the May 13th Fire 

On page 10, you will find extensive information on the fire that 
happened here at Ascension at 3:00 am, Monday May 13th. Our 
beloved church home sustained some fairly extensive damage 
due to a fire that was caused outside of the building on the 6th 
Avenue side. The most important thing to stress is that 
absolutely no one was injured and the church will be restored. 
Thanks be to God. 

Destination 
Holy Land 
Sunday School, 
10:00 a.m.  

Summer Music 
Adventure for Kids 

August 19-25 

See article here on 
page 1. 

Services in the 
Park 
Watch your 
Email! 
See article inside 
on page 3. 

S U M M E R ,  2 0 1 3  

Summer Music 
Adventure for Kids 

This is an exciting new 
program for kids who will be 
entering the third grade and 
higher. This program will 
happen on August 19-25, 
Monday through Friday from 
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. On 
Sunday morning, August 25 
participants will perform at the 
10:00 a.m. service. Participants 
will participate in a wide variety 
of activities related to music. This 
will include sing in a choir, 
playing hand bells, singing 
simple songs, playing games, 
learning about music and musical 
instruments. For further information 
and registration, please contact Dan Romero 
at Daniel@ascensiondenver.org. 

See article inside 
on page 2. 
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Children’s Summer Program 
Destination Holy Land 
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May 19 Sunday Services Held in the Parish Hall 

1

I've been calling it a "sacred irony" that Church of 
the Ascension suffered a terrible fire during the week 
before Pentecost. On Pentecost, last Sunday, we 
celebrated God's mighty gift of the Holy Spirit as 
represented by tongues of fire. This year, that gift 
seems just a little too literal and close to home. 
However, what 
I can say is that 
the Holy Spirit 
is here and we 
are feeling 
God's presence 
intensely. The 
outpouring of 
love and 
prayer, time 
and financial 
resources-all of 
this genuine 
Christian outreach and charity has made Ascension 
feel like the home of the Holy Spirit this week. 
Because of Monday's fire, (see details in special 
supplement) we had to refrain from worshiping in 
our normal space. However, arrangements were 
being made for a glorious service of Pentecost 
worship in our parish hall. Dan, Celeste, Wilson, the 

Altar Guild and I worked 
hard to transform that space 
into the place where we could 
welcome the presence of the 
Holy Spirit, share in the Body 
and Blood of Christ and sing 
hymns and songs of praise 
and thanksgiving. Pentecost 
Sunday proved to be one for 
the record books at 
Ascension. We came together 
in the aftermath of this fire 
and were who we were truly 
are called to be: People 

2

gathered in the name of Jesus Christ through the 
power of the Holy Spirit, i.e. the Church! The 
service was powerful and honest and filled with joy 
and hope. 

We all got an extra treat after the 10:00 a.m. service. 
Wilson Karak, our sexton, cooked up an African 
feast of chicken, lamb, kebab and rice dishes and a 
few delectable surprises. There is no better way to 
face this unfortunate event of the fire than with joy-
filled worship and food and drink to share. The 
Ascension Children's Choir made its debut at the 
10:00 a.m. service and Sunday School continued as 
normal. The 
mighty and 
loving blessing 
of the Holy 
Spirit be upon 
you and yours.  

In Christ, 

Lucas+ 

Summer Choir 
By Dan Romero 

Beginning on June 9, 2013, we will begin our 
Summer Choir at the 10:00 a.m. service. Anyone 
who is interested in singing should arrive at 9:00 
a.m. on Sunday and we will rehearse an easy 
anthem to sing at the 10:00 service. This is a great 
opportunity for anyone who has been interested in 
singing in the choir, but has not been able to make a 
time commitment. This will be an easy and fun way 
of giving the choir a try. I encourage everyone to 
participate. 

Could be the Parish Hall… 
Could be Little Cheesman Park… 
Could be followed by a picnic…. 
Could be a blessing and a fun time??? 
 
Watch your Weekly E-Newsletter for 
Details! 

Where will we Worship for 
the Next 4 months? 

The Children Choir: 
Sarah Caulkins, Amelia 
Birner, Max Birner, 
Sophia Birner 
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Friends of Music 
By Dan Romero 

Beginning with my recent organ recital on May 5, we 
have recently inaugurated a new program at Ascension 
called “Friends of Music”. The mission of Friends of 
Music is to help provide financial support for the overall 
music program of the church. Here is a list of some of the 
music needs of the church. 

The purchase of sheet music for our choral library. 
About ten years ago a great deal of music from our library 
was thrown away. We are now in the process of replacing 
lost items, as well as adding new titles.  

Hiring section leaders for out parish choir. We are hoping to hire as many as four trained singers to 
give our talented amateur singers extra support. This will allow the choir to learn music faster and 
perform more challenging music.  

The creation of a Royal School of Church Music chorister program for children and youth. The 
Royal School of Church Music (RSCM) training program is a first rate education program based on 
the training of boy choristers to sing in the English cathedrals. It provides both girls and boys an 
opportunity to sing great music and learn valuable musical skills.  

The creation of a concert series at Church of the Ascension. It is our hope to have a series of 
monthly concerts and musical programs, featuring a wide variety of music and musicians. 

The hiring of guest musicians for special days, such as Christmas and Easter.  

I hope that you will generously support the musical activities at Ascension. Please make checks out to 
“Church of the Ascension” and write “Friends of Music” in the memo line. There are also envelopes 
available specifically for making a donation to Friends of Music. These are available at the parish 
office. My special thanks go to Don Rollins for helping get this exiting new program up and going. 

By Dan Romero 

As a part of our new concert series, we will 
have a voice recital performed by mezzo-
soprano, Kathleen Schmidt, joined by Daniel 
Romero on organ and piano. Kathleen 
Schmidt is a graduate student at the Peabody 
Conservatory in Baltimore, MD. The date, 
time, and location will be announced soon. 
This concert was going to take place at 
Ascension, but due to the fire, we are 
searching for another location for this 
program. A freewill offering will be taken up 
to support the Friends of Music at Church of 
the Ascension.  

Voice and Organ Concert  
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News you can use 
Reported here are pieces of news from parish 
members. Be sure to tell use what is going on 

with you! 

Baptism 
Lucia Daly Garcia was baptized on April 28, 2013 
in the Church of the Holy Trinity in New York 
City, where her parents were married and her 
brother Max was baptized. Lucia or “Lulu” is the 
granddaughter of Eric and Diane Hammerberg and 
the daughter of Mimi and Ben Garcia. 

Connor MacRossie Smith  
Lucia Cowperthwaite reports that Connor MacRossie 
Smith, son of Diane MacRossie, will graduate on June 
5 from East Denver High School. He will be attending 
the University of Colorado in Boulder in the fall. Diane 
MacRossie is the goddaughter of Lucia’s late husband, 
Steve, and she has known the MacRossie family for a 
long time. 

Charlie Shannon 

Charlie Shannon, Son of Tom and Cynthia Shannon, 
and former acolyte at Church of The Ascension, will be 
graduating from East High School June 6th. Charlie 
has chosen to attend the Montana State University and 
will be pursing an Engineering degree. Charlie received 
an academic scholarship and his parents are very proud 
of him. 

Graduations  

The Garcia’s: Max, Mimi, Ben, and "Lulu". 

Charlie Shannon 
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Law School Grad defers Circus Career 

1

By Stephanie and Dave Johnson 

Our daughter Morgan Johnson graduated 
from law school on May 10. She’s our only 
child and we’re now cut loose to pursue our 
middle age, free from the worries of prepping 
a young person for adulthood. The job is 
done - fini. The odd reality is that Dave and I 
must now re-invent our lives around new 
goals and purposes, just as she is doing. 

We traveled to Tucson on May 10 with 
family and friends to participate in the 
conferring of degrees at the James E. Rogers 
School of Law, the University of Arizona. 
The law school graduation took place far 
from the Wildcats stadium where a 
multitude had gathered for undergraduate 
degrees. On the other side of campus, we 
were seated in a quiet auditorium with 150 
law students preparing to walk the stage for 
their JD degrees. Particularly for Stephanie’s 
elderly parents who flew to Tucson for the 
event, it was easy and comfortable. For the 
students who crossed the stage that night, an 
electric sense of accomplishment filled the 
air. 

For those of you who knew Morgan as a 
child, you’ll understand why we always 
thought she’d run away to join the circus. 
Growing up, she was fiercely independent 
and highly creative. A helicopter could’ve 
dropped her in the middle of Manhattan at 
age five and that kid would’ve survived and 
thrived. She set a new standard for 
outrageous shoes as an acolyte. If the third 
ring of hell is populated by irrational 
teenagers, then we’ve been there and do not 
care to return!  

Yet, here we were on this Friday night in 
May, witnessing a miracle – our daughter 
has become a bona fide grown-up! She 
accepted a job at Kutak Rock – in the public 

2

finance group – and began her adult journey as 
a law clerk on May 20. On July 28, she will take 
the Arizona Bar exam. When she receives her 
results, the firm will promote her to an associate 
lawyer. She’s rented a teeny, tiny but sunny 
apartment in Scottsdale so that she can 
commute easily to the firm’s offices. Best of all, 
she’s happy. 

As for Mom and Dad, well, we’re in a bit of a 
fog right now. We may consider joining the 
circus! 

Morgan Johnson with her grandparents, John 
and Yolanda Radisi. 
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By Molly Martin Williams 

Five years ago I decided that life is a lot more fun when you 
share it with someone. So, after several months of being on 
Match.com and many cups of coffee at very public places, I 
got a "wink" from a math teacher. The "wink" told me that 
he was interested so after reading his profile (even though 
math was never my forte), I winked back. I learned his 
name, Patrick Williams and after many long emails, I 

realized this man had lots of interesting things to say and a 
great sense of humor. So we met for coffee at Pablo's Coffee 
shop, close to my home and we have been together ever 
since. He asked me to marry him after only being together 
several months, but we waited several years -- just to be 
sure!! We laugh every day, and we feel so blessed that we found each other. We 
were married last New Years Eve at my childhood home where my sister and her 
husband live in old Crestmoor. It was a joyous occasion with our families 

celebrating with us! So we are thrilled to not only be married to each other, but to 
be a part of this loving, welcoming church!  

Molly and Patrick – Yes, They are now Married! 

By Cynthia Shannon 

I started cycling when my kids were young. My first involvement was in triathlons. I was very 
active in triathlon competitions for about 5 years. 

I have competed in sprint distance triathlons, which are approximately 0.5 mile swim, 12.4 mile 
bike, and a 3.2 mile run. I have also done Olympic distance triathlons with of 0.93 mile swim, 24.8 
mile bike and 6.2 mile run as well as 1/2 Ironman triathlons which are putting together a 1.2 mile 
swim, 56 mile bike, and 13.1 mile run. I decided I was not cut out for the swimming portion of the 
triathlons so I started riding my bike more than running or swimming. 

I now participate annually in the Elephant Rock, a ride in Douglas County that is early in the 
cycling season, where the scenery is lush and green. I also try to do Ride the Rockies as often as 
possible, because the routes usually allow you to experience some of the most beautiful parts of 
this magnificent state.  

I train with friends on long rides and it makes the miles fly by. Riding is so much 
more fun than when I am forced to ride by myself. My training rides range from 
30-60 miles or anywhere from 60-100 miles a week. I ride anywhere from east to 
Watkins or west to Idaho Springs, and anywhere in between. 

There are a lot of our fellow parishioners who also ride such as Jeff Dykes, Doug 
Price, and Doris Kimbrough. Maybe we should have Team Ascension! 

I have been very blessed to have ridden so many miles with very few accidents. I 
say a prayer before my ride and give thanks to God after my safe return home to 
my family. 

My Passion for Cycling 

The seven grandchildren of Molly 
and Patrick Williams. They were 
all a part of the wedding! 
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My Day at the Garage Sale 

2

stuff was! I 
went home 
and came 
back later for 
my hot dog 
which Davis 
Butler 
prepared as 
our Grill 
Master. I set 
my lemonade 
on an end table only to have it purchased right under my 
eyes! I then moved to a sofa and likewise, it was bought 
by a wise customer.  

I was happy with my purchases but was sorry I didn’t 
find a Georgia O’Keeffe steer’s head to hang over my 
mantle (but was informed later that Kent and Glenda 
Winker did find one) or a stuffed owl to put in my garden 
to scare away the squirrels! Meredith took off work to 
assist Father Lucas who was wearing a big sombrero, 
which saved him from getting too much sun.  

There was always a lot of activity, especially when 
Channel 4 arrived with an anchorman and a 
photographer ready to do a story of our church fire and 
our garage sale. The cameraman wanted to take a picture 
of me but I told him, no, I was not wearing my girdle! 

The sale was a huge success and I am eagerly awaiting 
the next event so that I can purchase more useless items 
to store in my cellar. 

Pictures from Buzz Schaumberg 

1

By Elinor Davis, Roving Reporter 

On Saturday, May 18, Church of the Ascension had its 
big garage sale. Early in the morning many volunteers 
arrived to transport countless articles across the street 
from the church to the parking lot for the big event. There 
were the usual garage sale items: baby stuff, furniture, 
kitchen tools, and things too numerous to mention. 

I arrived early to get the best buys and was happy with 
my cast iron skillet, which is really too heavy to lift, and a 
microwave omelet maker, something no home should be 
without. Roz Dudden was working at the cashier’s tent 
already doing a big business. Buzz and Mary Ruth 
Schaumberg likewise were busy with their book booth. 
There was a great Bouncy Castle set up for the children. I 
tried to get in, but they told me I was too old. 

Then Diane Ipsen bought Jeff and Anne Dykes’ beautiful 
print. When boxes needed loading into cars, Cora Neslin 
was always there to help. Our hats are off to Hazel Steven 
Price and Lisa Neal who organized the whole thing and 
were busy pricing items and telling us what some of the 
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Mishkhah -- Enter into Mystery 

1

By Barb Watson 

The Women’s Mishkhah Retreat was held at Church of 
the Ascension the evening of Friday May 3rd and 
Saturday May 4th. There were over 60 women who took 
part, five from Ascension. These included Kathleen 
Reilly, Ann Collier, Nancy Yeaman, one other, and 
myself. Surprisingly this was Kate Eaton’s first Mishkhah 
Retreat though some of you may know her from St. 
John’s Cathedral’s Wilderness Service. Kate is a gifted 
musician and is married to the dean. 

When I approached the church the evening of May 3rd, 
there were Tikki torches lighting the way into the main 
doors, draped in fabric. It reminded me of a tent in the 
desert and I knew this was going to be more than I 
expected. Entering the lower level there were candles, 

icons, and 
images that 
signaled a 
change in 
gears. The 
water fountain 
half way up 
the stairs 
offered the 
comforting 
sound of water 

flowing. It was a silent retreat. While there were an 
estimated 60 women in the Sanctuary, the meditative 
music and stations for prayer and reflection, created a 
restful, exquisitely beautiful respite from the busy world. 
Equipped with a handmade journal, I surmised we were 
to freely explore the 
stations, ponder the 
icons, read the 
inspirations, reflect and 
journal if the spirit led. 
Some women were led 
to nap in a pew and 
soak in the spirit of the 
meditative live music.  

The prayer stations had a common theme of faithful 
women, “desert mothers.” In line with the primary 
question “Who am I in the eyes of God?” the women 
were asked to ponder questions like:  

What are the talents you would like to bring forth? 
Who are the people who you love? 
What has broken your heart?  

The stations included quotes 
from Christine Valters 
Paintner’s “The Desert 
Fathers and Mothers.” 
Consider: “Each person who 
went to the desert inevitably 
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had become 
vulnerable enough to 
admit her or his own 
behaviors that 
covered up or sullied 
the image of God in 
themselves.” 
(Genesis 1:26) 

 On Saturday we 
continued more meditations, had a phenomenal lunch, 
art session and sharing, dinner, and an amazing liturgy 
with music and prayer. The Rev. Bonnie Sarah Spencer 
from St Paul’s Episcopal Church in Ft. Collins led us in 
worship and communion.  

The weekend was refreshing, recharging and redirecting.  
I left with another Paintner’s book quote to ponder: 

“Some of us may ask whether the inward journey of 
the desert is selfish in the face of so much suffering in 
the world. Is the 
path of the monk 
or hermit a path 
of fleeing our 
responsibility to 
others? When we 
use our service as 
an excuse to 
avoid the hard 
work of 
transformation, our love becomes more restricted and 
is slowly depleted. Working to heal the world can 
become its own form of numbing and avoiding our 
own inner wounds. A paradox of the spiritual life is 
that the more we enter our hearts, the more we are 
called back to love the world and offer a spacious 
compassion to others.” 

I offered to help with the next retreat :>)  

Pictures supplied by Kate Eaton 



 

 
10 

THE PARISH POST SUMMER 2013 

The May 13th Fire – Damage and Restoration 
Special Supplement 

2

firefighters 
worked for 
more than an 
hour to put 
the fire out. 
Luckily no 
one was 
inside at the 
time, but 
Father Lucas 
Grubbs lives right next to the church. As he 
darted out of his home to see what was 
happening, he could only pray, “Please don`t let 
my church burn to the ground.” 

"The fire department should be lauded for 
saving it," said Stephanie Johnson, a 
parishioner for 30 years who lives down the 
street, also awaken by the sirens. No one was 
injured in the fire. The cause of the fire is under 
investigation 

Due to fire and smoke damage, the church as 
well as Bright Star Early Learning Center, 
which is located inside the church, was closed 
for the day. Calls were made to parents letting 
them know the buildings were closed. Bright 
Star reopened on Tuesday. 

The Denver Fire Department is investigating 
the cause of the fire including the possibility 
that the fire originated where a homeless person 

had been sleeping in the tall 
juniper bushes outside the 
church. 

"We're still trying to 
determine the point of origin 
and the ignition source," said 
department spokesman Mark 
Watson. "Investigators have 
talked to the priest, the 
neighbors and local business 

owners, and they've gotten that information. 
Also that at one point in time, a homeless 

1

On Monday May 13, at about 3 am this 
morning, dozens of Denver firefighters arrived 
at Church of the Ascension in response to a fire 
alarm and a 911 phone call from a neighbor. 
Flames could be seen coming out of the roof of 
Church of the Ascension, located at 600 Gilpin 
St. 

Our beloved church home sustained some fairly 
extensive damage due to a fire that was caused 
outside of the building on the 6th Avenue side. 
The most important thing to stress from the 
start, however, is that absolutely no one was 
injured. Thanks be to God. 

Firefighters found the flames 
had spread to the interior of the 
95-year-old structure, named a 
Denver historic landmark in 
2004. The church was founded 
as a mission in 1904 and a 
church built in 1909. In 1917 
the church was completely 
destroyed by an electrical fire 
and the present structure was 
dedicated in May 1918.  

Several people in the neighborhood watched as 

The Fire Emergency 

When the Tabernacle cross was 
sent out during Lent to be 
polished, the professionals found 
that the wood form inside the brass 
was burnt and charred. The Altar 
Guild decided not to replace it as a 
reminder of the 1917 fire and how 
we persevered after that. We need 
that reminder now! 
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person was staying there close to the church 
in the bushes. But we have not been able to 
make that determination at this point in 
time." 

“There is a squatter who has been coming on 
a regular basis; we’ve had an issue with him 
on a regular basis. He was here at the church 
and our rector asked him to leave. 
Apparently he got very upset,” Stephanie 
Johnson said. “The rector departed the scene 
and the next thing we knew, we did have a 
fire.” 

The Denver Post covered extensively the 
possibility of a link to a recent city camping 
ban and other homeless problems in their 
Sunday news article. The link is below. 

“This is an amazing community of faith and 
we will rebuild and repair and we will get on 
with it,” Father Lucas Grubbs said.  

Mitigation experts said the air quality in the 
sanctuary still is not safe, so Sunday services 
on May 19th were held in the parish hall.  

The fire was extinguished, but the building 
sustained heavy smoke damage and five 
stained glass windows were seriously 
damaged. Some wall damage requires plaster 
repairs. It was announced that all the pews 
will be removed and refurbished. The walls 
and ceilings will need to be painted and 
perhaps the whole roof will be replaced 

4

because the 1980’s era t-locking roof tiles are no 
longer made. The floor joists will need to be 
repaired and areas of wood flooring will be 
replaced. Firemen responding to the scene 
broke down the door to the sacristy and it must 
be restored. There was also extensive smoke 
and fire damage in the undercroft. It was 
announced Sunday 
that it will take about 
four months to repair 
all the damage to the 
sanctuary. 

Flames and water did 
not touch the organ 
but it suffered smoke 
damage. See the 
separate section 
about the organ. 

There was concern that the age of the stained 
glass will make repair or replacement a 
challenge. They're very old glass, and the dyes 
were different then with more vibrant hues. 
Father Lucas reported that the firemen saved 

every piece of glass from the shattered stained 
glass window. But it turned out that a local 
stained-glass restoration company, Watkins 
Stained Glass, actually made the windows in 

The Damage 
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the 1930s and had the exact same glass in 
stock. One window was broken out and five 
others have extensive damage with cracked 
glass. The solder that holds the lead together 
melted in several windows. The windows as 
well as the frames will be removed as soon as 
possible and will be replaced with clear glass 
until the windows are restored. Historic 
Denver has offered advice and support as we 
explore the restoration process. . 

But the massive wood carving over the altar, 
the reredos, was untouched except for a small 
amount of smoke damage at the bottom. It 
will need to be cleaned like everything else in 
the church. Beloved by church members, it 
was created by Arnold Ronnebeck in 1932, a 
German-American avant-garde artist in the 
early 20th century who moved to Denver in 
1926 to work as director of the Denver Art 
Museum, and whose art is in the permanent 

collections of the 
Hirshhorn Museum 
and Sculpture 
Garden in 
Washington D.C. 
and the Art Institute 
of Chicago. 

"It's really a 
miracle," Father 
Lucas said. This 
Sunday is Pentecost, 
"the feast of the Holy 
Spirit celebrating 
God's revelation to 

6

us in fire," Grubbs said. "My sermon is 
practically written for me." 

 “I am keenly aware of the emotional trauma 
this can have on anyone associated with this 
parish home of ours. Some of you have called 
this parish home for many, many decades and 
some arrived last year. But none of us can 
imagine life without our house of worship, 
prayer and praise,” Father Lucas said 

By Dan Romero 

On the morning of May 13 I awoke to a voice 
message from Fr. Lucas that said that there 
was a fire in the church. One of the first 
things I worried about was the state of our 
lovely new pipe organ. I called Fr. Lucas back 
immediately to find out more detail. Within 
an hour or so, I was down at the church to see 
the damage for myself.  

When I arrived I saw the awful burn marks 
on the exterior of the building and I, of 
course, was very concerned. I was relieved to 
find that damage to the inside of the building 
was considerably less than I feared. The fire 
had remained in the center of the nave, and it 
did not come close to the organ. 

After surveying the interior damage, I 
inspected the organ for myself. I went into 
both chambers of the organ to see if there was 
any kind of damage. When there is a fire, the 
greatest concern for a pipe organ is not so 
much damage from flames or smoke, but 
damage from water poured on the building to 
extinguish a fire. I was very happy to not find 
any water damage to the organ, since 
thankfully, no water was poured on the end of 
the building. 

The only damage to the organ was a thin 
layer of ash and soot that was also on 
everything else in the church. Because of this, 
the organ will have to be cleaned out 
thoroughly. Eventually there will be 
construction in the church to repair the 
damage to the wall, roof, and ceiling. During 

The Organ 
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this time the organ will have to be protected 
from the dirt and dust thrown into the air 
during this process. This will probably involve 
wrapping the organ up in plastic. Patrick 
Murphy, the organ builder who built 
Ascension’s organ will be in town at the end of 
May to do an inspection and give us a 
proposal for cleaning the organ. He has 
experience with this kind of fire damage. 

I am very thankful that this great musical 
instrument did not sustain any major damage. 
I will eagerly look forward to the day when we 
will be able to worship in our beautiful church 
space again and the organ will sound forth 
once again.  

Father Lucas states, “What I am most 
concerned with here at this moment in time, is 
to let all parishioners of Church of the 
Ascension know what happened and to ask for 
your support in prayer. Though the damage to 
the worship space is notable, it is absolutely 
repairable. The Gospel will continue to find 
it's home here and we will continue to be 
restored and renewed by it. We will continue 
to go forth from this place carrying with us for 
the world the peace of our Lord Jesus.” 

 The leadership of the Vestry, Wardens and 

8

Rector are working tirelessly to begin the job 
of rebuilding, repairing and restoring. A Fire 
Restoration Task Force has been formed to 
help Senior Warden Davis Butler and Junior 
Warden Hazel Stevens Price. The members 
are: Tison Cory, Stephanie Johnson, Mark 
Hohlen, and Walt Smith. They will be 
making regular progress reports to the parish. 

Senior Warden Davis Butler wants to assure 
everyone that we have very good insurance 
with a small deductible of $500. The 
damages appear to be between $100,000 and 
$150,000. Last week, the insurance adjustor 
was on the scene several times last week. 
They hired a third-party building inspector 
did a thorough walk through and will write a 
“scope report” which will be received this 
week. The scope report has no costs in it, just 
a punch list for repair and restoration needs. . 
From that report, bids will go out to 
contractors and the Fire Restoration Task 
Force and the insurance company will chose 
one in a joint effort. The Task Force will 
supervise the contractor and keep an eye on 
how things are going. One aspect of the 

The Restoration 
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insurance requirements is that everything has to 
be inventoried in the next few weeks. This 
would include small things like hymnals and 
large things like pews. Hazel is looking for 
immediate volunteers to help with this process.  

This work will include all repairs and 
landscaping but the repairs to the windows, the 
reredos, and the organ will be handled 
separately, while still covered by insurance. 
There is also an opportunity to repurpose the 
undercroft for uses other than storage. The Task 
Force will announce any opportunities for 
volunteer labor from parishioners as they come 
up. If you have any special skills you would like 
to donate, contact the Task Force members. 

Senior Warden Davis Butler reports that 
separate accounts have been set up for this 
project, and he and the Task Force will be 
reporting to the parish community about the 
finances in a general way on a regular basis. 
Anyone who wants to know the particulars can 
contact Davis. He does report that over $12,000 
has already been donated, not including the 
generous plate collections on May 19 from St. 
John’s Cathedral and St John’s, Boulder. 

9news.com video, still pictures and story 

http://www.9news.com/rss/story.aspx?stor
yid=335843 

CBS 4 Included video and still pictures 

http://denver.cbslocal.com/2013/05/13/fire
-causes-extensive-damage-to-denver-church/ 

Fox 31 kdvr.com 

http://kdvr.com/2013/05/13/100-year-old-
cheesman-park-church-damaged-by-fire/ 

Denver Post  

Tuesday May 14, 2013, page 2 

Early morning fire damages 107-year-old 
Denver church 

Posted: 05/13/2013 06:35:59 AM MDT 

http://www.denverpost.com/breakingnews/
ci_23231039/early-morning-fire-damages-
100-year-old-denver#ixzz2TPi3Y8lN 

Sunday May 19, 2013, Pages 1A and 25A 

Rector of burned Denver church wrestles 
with issues of urban homeless 

Posted: 05/19/2013 12:01 AM 

Contains excellent video of Sunday Services 
on May 19th 

http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_2327
5931/rector-burned-denver-church-wrestles-
issues-urban-homeless?IADID=Search-
www.denverpost.com-www.denverpost.com 

Links to Print and TV News 

The Parish Post is published seasonally 4 times a 
year. Contributions come from Church Members. 
Edited by Rosalind Farnam Dudden. 

The Fire Supplement was compiled by Rosalind 
Farnam Dudden from news articles and interviews of 
church members. Thanks to Stephanie Johnson for 
editing. 
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Additional Pictures 
of the Church of the Ascension 

as it will look again! 



 

 

 

Restoration To Do List 
Volunteer to help inventory things, such as hymnals, furniture. (Soon) 

(Contact Hazel) 
Volunteer to write thank you notes. (Contact Hazel) 
Donate if you can. 
Pray for Ascension.  
Pray for our leadership.  
Volunteer when you are asked and are able. 
Give thanks to God for the home we know and love as Church of the 

Ascension. 

Church of the Ascension 

600 Gilpin St 
Denver, CO 80206 
 
303-388-5878 
http://AscensionDenver.org 
admin@ascensiondenver.org 
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