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Fleece Navidad! 
Or is it Filez Navidad? The 
Outreach Committee is sponsoring 
the program called Fleece Navidad 
again this year. This program gifts 
fleece sweat suits to nursing home 
residents. Christmas tree ornaments 
with nursing home patient’s names 
on them are available in the parish 
hall. Children will make these 
ornaments on December 1st. On 
that day, parishioners can take one 
ornament which lists the size 
needed, shop for a sweat suit (the 
fleece!), wrap it, affix the ornament 
and bring it back to church on or by 
December 15th and put them under 
the tree. The wrapped sweat suits 
are delivered to the two nursing 
homes we support before Christmas 
(the Navidad!). Contact Barb 
Watson or any Outreach member 
for more information. 

Christmas Service Schedule 
4th Sunday of 
Advent, Dec. 22nd 
10:00 am 

Christmas Eve, 
Monday, Dec. 24th 
4:30 pm 
Carol Sing followed 

by 5:00 pm Family 

Christmas Service 

with children's 
sermon.  

Carol Sing followed 

by 9:00 pm Festival 

Candle Light 
Christmas Eve 

service of Holy 
Communion with 

Choir. 

Christmas Day, 
Tuesday, Dec. 25th 
9:00 am 
Christmas Day Mass 
with Hymns. 

Children's Christmas 
Pageant and Holy 
Communion. 

8:30 pm 

See Details on 
Page 2. 
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Christmas Services 
Celebrate Christmas at Ascension. 

Bring Your Friends and Relatives! 

Sunday, 4th Sunday in Advent, December 22nd 

10:00 a.m. Christmas Pageant and Family Holiday Party 

Don’t forget to invite your friends to see you in Ascension’s 

Annual Christmas Pageant (actors, please arrive at 9:15 a.m.). 
After the service, all participants and youth (and parents too!) 

are invited to the Rectory for a special holiday party with lots of 
treats. 

Tuesday, Christmas Eve, December 24th 

4:30 p.m.  Christmas Carol Sing 

Half an hour before the 5:00 p.m. Family Service, we gather to 
sing your favorite and beloved Christmas Carols. 

5:00 p.m.  Christmas Eve Family Worship 

This Christmas Eve service is tailored to families and children 

and those who prefer to worship on Christmas Eve at an earlier 
time in the evening.  Short sermon and Holy Communion. 

8:30 p.m.  Christmas Carol Sing 

Half an hour before the 9:00 p.m. Christmas worship, we gather 
to sing your favorite and beloved Christmas Carols. 

9:00 p.m.  Christmas Eve Worship 

A more traditional setting for Christmas Eve worship.  Beautiful 
music, Ascension Choir, sermon and Holy Communion. 

Wednesday, December 25th, Christmas Day 

10:00 a.m. Christmas Day Service 

Simple, quiet service with hymns, short sermon and Holy 
Communion. 
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“Giving in Thanks” -- Campaign Update 

2

$242,000 and $32,000 over last year’s pledge 
total.   

Special thanks to stewardship committee 
members Louis Bissette, Davis Butler, Lucas 
Grubbs, Meredith Grubbs, Jedeane Macdonald, 
Hazel Stevens Price, Tyler Ray, and Don 
Rollins for all their hard work hosting and 
serving the breakfasts.  Additionally we would 
thank Colin Butler for his help in making the 
burritos, Celeste De Leon for making the fresh 
salsa, and Kathleen Reilly and Wilson Karak 
for their help in setting and cleaning up. 

1

On Sunday, November 3rd we celebrated the 
formal conclusion of our 2014 “Giving in 
Thanks” stewardship campaign with breakfasts 
following both services.  Over 85 parishioners 
enjoyed homemade breakfast burritos and salsa, 
Duffy Rolls, fresh fruit, and—most important—
a morning of fellowship. 

The stewardship committee is humbled and 
feels so very blessed by the congregation’s 
support during this year’s campaign.  To date 
we have completed over 90% of the puzzle and 
have received pledges totaling over $249,000!!!  
This is $7,000 over the campaigns goal of 

By Walt Smith 
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Outreach Update 

Colorado Gives Day! 
Don't forget that Dec. 10 is Colorado Gives Day! That 
day, credit card fees are waived and online 
contributions go even further thanks to the FirstBank 
Incentive Fund, which increases the value of every 
dollar donated. Schedule your donation early here or 
click on the Colorado Gives Day icon above. Donate to 
your favorite charity or support the ministries 
Ascension Supports: the St. Francis Center, Metro 
CareRing, and The Colorado Haiti Project. 

Metro CareRing Parade of Darks 
The fourth annual Parade of Darks is coming up soon, 
and tickets are going fast. Last year's event sold out, 
and this year promises to do the same. The event is 
Saturday, Dec. 7 from 1-4 p.m. at Wynkoop Brewing 
Co. (18th St. and Wynkoop in Lodo).  Join us to taste 
seasonal ales from 36 breweries, with 100% of proceeds 

going to Metro CareRing. 

Metro CareRing New Building: 
Hunger Relief Center 

Metro CareRing is Building a new building called the 
Hunger Relief Center. They are now conducting a 
capital campaign. Many CareRing friends and 
supporters have generously given to Metro CareRing's 
programs, but there are many ways to raise funds and 
awareness about the Hunger Relief Center. Help Metro 
CareRing by using one of these FUNdraising ideas to 
support the new facility, which is desperately needed 
for the future health of Denver. Donate a "Date 
Night," put out a change jar at 
work or school, or host a chili 
cook-off with your friends! 
Find other fun ways to support 
this needed new building. 

Opportunity to Remember 
Those who Died on the Streets 
The Colorado Coalition for the Homeless 
will host the Annual Homeless Persons' 
Memorial Vigil. The event will be held on 
Wednesday, December 18th at 5:30 p.m. on 
the steps of the Denver City and County 
Building. It is a candlelight vigil to 
remember those who died on the streets in 
2013. 
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Parish News and Remembrances 
Remembering a Christmas Past 

By Elinor Davis 
Several years ago, one evening just before 
Christmas, my doorbell rang. Penny Dog ran 
and hid, fearing it was the dogcatcher. When I 
opened the door, a motley crew from 
Ascension greeted me. There stood Father 
James, Eli, Greg and Laurie Larsen, Roz 
Dudden as well as several from the choir and 
parish, adults and children both. They 
proceeded to serenade me with beautiful 
Christmas carols. The next-door neighbors 
were equally delighted when the group also 
came to their front porch to sing. 

Lucille Reilly’s up coming concerts 
December 1, 5:00 p. m. Montview Boulevard 

Presbyterian Church, performing on hammered 
dulcimer with orchestra. Some of the concert: Vivaldi’s 
Mandolin Concerto No 1 in C major and Lucille’s 
arrangement of “Go Tell It on the Mountain,” newly 
orchestrated by John Kuzma. 

 December 6 and 7, 7:00 p. m. Identical holiday 

concerts with the 2nd Avenue Singers at The Episcopal 
Church of St. Peter and St. Mary, 126 W. 2nd Avenue, 
Denver.  Tickets are free, but you have to call 303/759-
0920 to get them fast! Includes choral compositions by 
Lucille Reilly and Malcolm Dalglish, among others, 
plus a little solo diatonic autoharp. 

A Little Known Fact… 
By Elinor Davis 
Did you know that several organizations meet at 
Ascension in addition to Bright Star? There is 
Jedeane Macdonald’s Mystery Writers group and a 
Singing lessons class to name but two. Eleven years 
ago, one evening I arrived at the church door and was 
greeted by a pleasant gentleman who asked if I was 
there for the Alcoholics Anonymous or the 
Bagpipers.  “Neither,” I replied, “I am here for the 
Newcomers Group!” This brought a chuckle to me 
and I was glad that I did not drink excessively so that 
I had to attend regular meetings, but sorry that I did 
not know how to play the bagpipes! 

Celebrate with Roz And Jim 
Father Lucas married Roz Farnam and 
Jim Mills in a private ceremony at the 
Church on November 17th. They 
celebrated with their small group of 
friends and relatives at a restaurant 
afterwards. To celebrate with all their 
friends, they are holding an Open House 
on December 7th. All Parish members are 
invited. Roz changed her name to Farnam 
so look in the directory for the address 
under her old name, Dudden. And finally 
to celebrate with all their relatives, most of 
who live on the East Coast, they will be 
having a wedding dinner at a family 
reunion next July. 
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Oktoberfest was fun for all! 
Parishioners turned out in great numbers for an evening of 
live music, great food, and home-brewed beer by our very 
own rector, Fr. Lucas, in a wonderful way to welcome the 
fall season and enjoy great fellowship together.  

The Wardens and Vestry of Church of the Ascension hosted 
the first annual Oktoberfest on September 27th. It was a 
fundraiser for the parish. Dinner is on the vestry, but come 
with generous hearts to share the love and to help the parish 
budget. A great way to raise money! 
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-- Ascension’s Treasure --  
Historic Stained Glass Windows 

A Pictorial story 

1

Beautiful bits of shattered glass were all that was left of the Holy Orders window. These pieces, 
many no bigger that the tip of your little finger, were carefully collected and laid out on the 
worktable at Jane and Phil Watkins’ stained glass studio in Englewood. As Jane sorted and 
organized the colors, it was difficult to imagine that the studio could re-create the window. 

The devastating Pentecost fire took place 
in the early morning hours of May 13. By 
mid-day, our Historic Denver liaison, 
John Olson, had contacted Jane and Phil 
Watkins, who arrived at Ascension to 
survey the damage. Three of the stained 
glass windows were severely damaged. 
The fourth window, Holy Orders, was 
completely destroyed by the heat and 
water. It would require a total rebuild. A 
call went out to the congregation: did 
anybody have a photograph of the 

window? The window’s medallion was a unique hand 
painted design that could not be replicated without a 
design reference. There seemed to be no record of the 
window’s detail until, a few weeks later, two 
parishioners were sorting through stored items in the 
damaged rooms of the undercroft. Then -- shall we call it 
a moment of God’s grace? -- in the back of a closet, 
behind the Christmas decorations, was the original 

 

The Holy Orders window was completely shattered. 
Jane and Phil spent hours matching the glass shards to 
sheets of vintage Blenko glass that the studio keeps on 
hand for restoration projects. Blenko is an Old World 
style glass that was used in our original windows. 
Known for its brilliant hues, the glass is rare and it is 
very difficult to find the blown sheets required for this 
type of window work. Jane and Phil were able to match 
100% of the glass for the rebuild. 

By Stephanie Johnson 
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-- Ascension’s Treasure --  
Historic Stained Glass Windows 

2

design scheme that had been framed under glass. The artwork 
was rushed to Watkins Stained Glass Studio. 

Fast forward to November 13. Six months later, the Holy Orders 
window (crafted completely from scratch as an exact replica), as 
well as the restored Holy Penance window, are curing on the 
studio worktables. Phil, an accomplished artist, hand painted the 
medallions and embellishments to replicate the original designs. 
Multiple firings were done to fix the painting on the glass. After 
months of painstaking labor, the studio will install the Holy 
Orders and Holy Penance windows in time for Christmas Eve 
services. The next two windows, Holy Matrimony and Holy 
Confirmation, are still in the rebuild process and will be ready 
later this winter. 

Watkins Studio is working with the contractor Spectrum to 
rebuild the sashes and install protective glazing to ensure that the 
stained glass windows on the south side of the church will be 
protected. During the sash rebuild, Spectrum craftsmen found 
charred wood from the fire of December 16, 1917. It was in the 
years following this Advent fire, early in the church’s history, 
that a group of parishioners generously gave the original stained 
glass windows to the church.  Almost a century later, another fire 
has inspired our congregation to preserve 
and protect these treasured windows. 

 

Lead is a very soft medium. 
The intense heat from the fire 
melted the lead glazing and 
cracked the glass. Phil 
estimates that a great portion 
of the original lead was 
unsalvageable. 

 

Before removing the windows, the weakened structures were 
stabilized with tape. 
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Each tag marks a damaged glass that must be 
removed from the armature to be cleaned. This 
section of the Holy Confirmation window 
sustained cracks in almost every piece. Tape 
was used to support the broken pieces and keep 
as much as possible intact. 

Whenever possible, the original lead glazing was 
salvaged and re-used. In cases where the lead could not 
be saved, Phil re-glazed using the same type of lead 
used a century ago. 

-- Ascension’s Treasure --  
Historic Stained Glass Windows: 

The amount of detail and attention to tiny pieces is a 
tedious endeavor and takes hours of studio time. The 
smallest pieces has to be cleaned, reassembled and 
studied before Jane and Phil could begin matching 
the colors to the studio’s vintage glass stock. 

To salvage the larger glass pieces, Phil had to 
carefully file each piece by hand to remove the 
melted lead and debris from the intact shapes. 
Phil is an eighth generation craftsman and uses 
techniques handed down from the family’s 
medieval glass working traditions. The Parish 
Post reported in the fall that the windows may 
have originally been made by Phil’s shop, but he 
has since determined that the soldering and the 
painting style are not from the Watkins family 
tradition 
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-- Ascension’s Treasure --  
Historic Stained Glass Windows: 

 Rubbings of the surviving windows 
were made to aid in developing a 
pattern for the rebuild process. 
Because each window was 
handcrafted, each is sized slightly 
differently. The Watkins Studio 
will work closely with Spectrum to 
adjust the church’s window sashes 
for the final install. The new Holy 
Orders window is a handcrafted 
replica rebuilt with historic 
materials and the integrity of Old 
World workmanship. 

This is Phil’s stained glass cement pot. 
It was handed down to him from his 
father, Phillip Sr., who learned the art 
of stained glass from his own father. 
The stained glass cement is applied to 
the windows after glazing and must 
cure for two weeks before installation of 
the windows. The studio has been 
building and restoring windows in 
Colorado since 1868. Phil’s ancestors 
migrated here from England where 
they had been glass craftsmen dating 
back to the 1700’s.  

The Parish Post is published quarterly by the Church of the 
Ascension, 600 Gilpin Street, Denver, CO 80218. 303-388-5978. 
admin@ascensiondenver.org. Past issues are found on the Web at: 
http://www.ascension.dioco.org/Welcome/publications.html 
Rosalind Farnam Dudden, Editor. 



 

 

 

Services to Start Dec 2 
Morning Prayer will resume on December 2 in the Sanctuary for the 

first time since the May 3rd fire. This is a prayerful and peaceful way to 
begin your busy day. It’s at 8:00 a.m., Monday through Friday, and 
takes about 15 minutes. 

Choral Evensong has been held on a Sunday at 4:30 p.m. in October 

and November and all who attended had a lovely experience. Thanks to 
the Choir and Dan Romero for all their work. It will become a monthly 
prayer session, starting in the New Year. 

THE PARISH POST CHRISTMAS, 2013 

Church of the Ascension 
600 Gilpin Street 
Denver, CO 80218 
 
303-388-5978 
http://AscensionDenver.org 
admin@ascensiondenver.org 

Merry Christmas and the Best in the New Year! 


