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PARISH POST 
Deacon Bobbie and Kerry 

Girardin Retire This Month 
With gratitude and our fervent prayers, 

we send them forth in love. 
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On August 3rd, Father Lucas 
announced Deacon Bobbie’s 
retirement. He said, “It is 
with a bittersweet mixture of 
loss, and a heart filled with 
deep gratitude that I 
announce the retirement of 
The Rev'd. Bobbie Girardin 
from Church of the 

2

Ascension. Sunday, 
September 7th will be the last 
Sunday that Bobbie and her 
wonderful husband Kerry 
will be with us at the parish. 
As most of you know, Bobbie 
and Kerry have selflessly 
offered their ministry, service 
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The Church Calendar through the Christmas 
Holidays has been posted on the Church Website 
located at: 
http://ascensiondenver.org/digital_faith/events. 

It has been reprinted here so you can have a print 
copy of it. On the website, however, you can add the 
events to your Google calendar and get directions to 
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those events away from the church.  

Make sure if you are planning an event that you 
contact the church office so it can be added to this 
web resource which is available to all parishioners 
and the public. 

The Calendar is on page 13. 

Calendar for the Year 

Church of the ascension, Denver, CO 
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The prayer speaks to the importance and beauty and 
power of the act of worship together. p. 7 
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Deacon Bobbie and Kerry Girardin: Retire in September 
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and presence to all of us at Church of the 
Ascension for the last 12 years. Personally, I have 
felt this most profoundly in the major transitions of 
the last several years. Meredith and I arrived at 
Ascension two years ago and through all of the 
transitions, Bobbie and Kerry have been the rock 
upon whom we could rely for guidance, assistance, 
and calm perspective. More broadly, I know that 
each of them have touched your lives in countless 
ways; outreach, altar guild, proclaiming and 
preaching the Gospel of Jesus, liturgical leadership, 
oversight of buildings and grounds, and the list 
goes on. And of course there are the countless 
friendships that Bobbie and Kerry have formed 
within this beloved family at Ascension. 

While their departure will be a huge loss for all of 
us at the parish, Bobbie and Kerry have come to a 
natural time in their lives for moving on. Their 
decision wasn't taken lightly, and you can be sure 
that I tried to convince them otherwise. But 
through many months of prayer, discussion and 
discernment, Bobbie and Kerry feel Gods calling to 
move on in life and perhaps even away from 
Denver. It is time for them to turn a new page in 
life, and it is with gratitude and our fervent prayers 
that we will send them forth in love. 

One final detail: As with any other kind of 
retirement, after September 7th, Bobbie and Kerry 
must remain away from the parish for an indefinite 
period of time. While personal contacts and 
friendships will surely endure, their involvement 
in parish life must come to a clear end, as the life of 
the parish must move forward anew. While this is 
a painful reality, it is necessary for the health and 
transition of the parish. Bobbie has asked that all of 
us respect this boundary so that they and we can 
move on in our own new directions. 

Over the next month (and beyond) please hold 
Bobbie and Kerry in your prayers. Let's reassure 
them of our love and support for them. And let's 
show them the gratitude they deserve. Bobbie and 
Kerry have left their mark-that of the love of God 
in the service of Jesus Christ to the Church-and we 
are richer and more blessed for their presence.”  

4

Sunday, September 7th was their last Sunday with 
us. The Ascension Vestry and Father Lucas 
organized a farewell lunch and party after the 
10am service. 
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I have decided that instead of preaching on the 
readings today, I am going to reflect on my 
ministry and what it has meant to me to serve at 
Ascension. But first I will start with a little 
background.  

Up until 1995 I had no idea that the Episcopal 
Church had deacons. I had been baptized and 
confirmed at Christ Church in Denver and 
attended Episcopal churches off and on for many 
years. I never saw a deacon. When Kerry and I 
moved to Arvada in 1987 I continually felt a pull 
from St. James in Wheat Ridge. Every time we 
would drive by the church on 44th Avenue, I 
would say to Kerry that we should try this 
church. Finally about 1992 we did. We loved it 
there. Not surprising, we both became involved 
in many ministries. Kerry was senior and junior 
warden at various times, and I was a reader, 
chalice minister and altar guild member.  

One day in 1995 a parishioner came up to me and 
said I had a 
real presence 
on the altar 
and had I ever 
thought about 
becoming a 
priest. I 
laughed and 
said no, but I 
did talk to my 
priest about 

what she said and we decided to put together a 
discernment committee so I could explore the 
possibilities. I was introduced to a couple of 
deacons and realized that was what I was called 
to become. 

Part of the process of becoming a deacon was to 
study the seven canonical areas of the church, 
such as liturgy, theology, Holy Scripture, church 
history, and answer questions and then write 
notebooks about them. After three years of study 
and formation, including a unit of CPE, clinical 
pastoral education, basically a chaplain, and 6 

Deacon Bobbie Girardin: Reflections on her ministry. 
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months of field 
work, at Women in 
Crisis battered 
women’s shelter, all 
while working a full 
time job, I was 
ordained in 
November of 1999. 
During this 
extraordinarily 
difficult and stressful 
time I had the 
wonderful support of my family, especially 
Kerry, who would come to all the weekends we 
had away. We visited and worshiped in many 
churches around the state. It was a very blessed 
time in my life. We stayed at St James until 2002 
when we moved to 
Aurora. 

The job I was working at 
during this time moved to 
the tech center and I 
decided I would not move 
with them. Three months 
later I was offered a 
position as a women’s 
advocate at Family Tree 
Women in Crisis. I surely 
felt God’s hand in all this. 
I worked there for 13 
years until I retired in 
2012.  

After moving to Aurora, 
Kerry and I were looking 
for a church. We tried 
several, but didn’t feel a 
connection. One Sunday 
in early January 2003 we 
entered Ascension. Now, I 
have to go back to when I 
was in the process, 
because I met James 
Harlan then. He taught 

Continued on page 4 
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our church history segment. For those of you who do 
not know James, he was the priest here from 
November 2002 until May of 2010, I think. So, when 
we came to Ascension and saw James, and he saw us, 
he asked me if he could talk to the bishop and have 
me assigned here. I said yes, I would love to serve 
here. And that’s how it all started. 

So that’s how my ministry here at Ascension started. 
It has been a wonderful and blessed almost 12 years 
serving here. We have all gone through so much 
together. Babies born and cherished members dying. 
Many of you can remember when the 
sanctuary was being renovated and a 
new organ installed. Father James took 
a 4-month sabbatical during that 
summer and Father Tom, who was 
also a priest here during that time, and 
I held services in the chapel. It was hot 
and crowded, but so filled with the 

Holy Spirit. We loved 
every Sunday in 
there, even though I 
had to preach every 
other week!!! Let me 
tell you, that was 
quite a challenge, 
writing a sermon 
while working full 
time, but God never let me down, 
and it all came together somehow. 
Even now, people talk about that 
special time and what it meant to 
them.  

So many of you have contributed 
money, hygiene items, and clothes 
to my ministry at the battered 
women’s shelter. I always felt so 
blessed by your generosity. 

There have been many parties and 
suppers, baptisms, weddings and 
funerals. I have been privileged to 
teach Sunday school, lead 
discussions, and do trainings for 

4

Eucharistic Visitors. I love 
being on the altar, setting 
the table, and helping with 
communion. Sometimes the 
awe of it almost brings tears 
to my eyes.  

The music has always been 
a joy and has touched my 
soul. I loved the praise 
team. We are very fortunate 
that we had Greg Larsen 

and now Dan 
Romero to lead the 
choir.  

I remember how difficult it was 
when James and Tom left. I didn’t 
know how I would be able to deal 
with it. We all felt the loss. But God 
is gracious and loving and we all 
worked together and now we are 
blessed with Lucas and Meredith.  

As a congregation, you opened your 
arms and hearts to Kerry and me 
when we came. Your love has 
blessed us and your prayers 
sustained us. Ascension is a healthy 
and vibrant church. The hospitality 

of this parish is known throughout the 
diocese and we are so proud to have been a 
part of it. 

It says in our Psalm today,  

Hallelujah! 
Sing to the LORD a new song; * 
sing his praise in the congregation of the faithful. 

Ascension is a congregation of the faithful 
full of compassion and love. Kerry and I will 
remember you as we embark on the next 
part of our life journey. You will always be 
in our thoughts and prayers. I will not say 

Continued on page 5 

Deacon Bobbie Girardin: Reflections on her ministry. 
Continued 
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good bye because we will be back. I will say thank 
you for all you have given us and ask God to 
continually bless and empower this holy 
congregation. 

I want to close with a prayer I read in the Forward 
Day by Day. It is something each of us can live by and 
strive for.  

Lord, you have given me life, and talents to share, and 
people to love and who love me; help me now, in gratitude 
for these gifts, to turn away, each day, from truly trivial 
pursuits and use my life in your service. Amen. 

Deacon Bobbie Girardin: Reflections on her ministry. 
Continued 

I was born in Oakland, California, almost 66 years ago.  I lived there for about 5 years then we moved to 
Pasadena, California were I lived until my mother died when I was 12.  I came out to Denver and lived with 
my aunt and cousins.  Needless to say, I was a rather rebellious teenager and finally ended up in Alaska with 
my brother.  I graduated high school in Sitka, Alaska where I met and married my first husband.  He was an 
Aleut from St. Paul Island.  We traveled back and forth to Seattle where he went to school and I worked.  Our 
daughter Tanya was born in 1970 on St. Paul.  We went back to Seattle, but things didn’t work out and we 
divorced.  I went to school and became a veterinarian technician.  I worked in this field for over 10 years.  

In 1975 we moved back to Denver to be with my family.  I met Kerry in 1977 and we married in 1978.  We 
lived in Broomfield where he worked for Western Electric and I started my second career at Bell Industries as 
an inside sales person selling electronic parts.  In 1987 we moved to Arvada.  Kerry had been going to school 
and went to work for Bell Labs.  I continued my job in sales.  In 1992 we started going to St. James Episcopal 
Church in Wheat Ridge.  I started the process to become a deacon and was ordained in November of 1999.  
By that time I started my third career as a women’s advocate at 
Family Tree Women in Crisis battered women’s shelter where I 
worked until I retired in 2012. 

In 2002 we moved to Aurora.  In January 2003 I we came to 
Ascension and Father James asked me to be part of the clergy with 
Father Tom.   

And here it is 2014 and Kerry and I are ready for new adventures as 
we are both retired. 

Bobbie and Kerry – a brief biography – by Bobbie! 

As a congregation, you opened your arms and 
hearts to Kerry and me when we came. 
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By Sue Richardson 

This summer, as some of you know, the Sunday 
School kids at Ascension learned about various 
stories in the Bible concerning WATER.  Our theme, 
WATER, WATER, EVERYWHERE led us to some 
interesting places and activities. 

We learned about Jesus’ first WATER miracle at the 
Wedding at Cana. We learned that God created Fish 
and Birds on Day 5 of CREATION. And we learned 
about the MIRACULOUS CATCH of fish the 
disciples made when Jesus told them where to fish. 
Perhaps they even caught an octopus! 

 We also learned about NOAH and the ARK and 
some of the animals on it, as we dyed wool and 
made Ojo De Dios creations (God’s eyes). 

But I think our greatest undertaking for the 
summer, was during the lessons on JONAH when 
we created our own whale!  Willy (as the kids 

Summer Fun for the Children of Ascension 

2

named him) is about 8 feet long, and 3 feet 
around.  He can hold a child (or Jonah) in his 
mouth and is made of paper mache’. 

The kids worked hard on getting all that 
newspaper on the whale and then painting grays 
and whites and blacks to give him personality!  
We had a great time!!  
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As we restart the parish program and school year, I want to offer a special prayer for all of us at the 
parish. As the Vestry met in August, I shared this prayer with them as we begin to think about the 
people of this parish regrouping after summer travels. It comes from one of my favorite Christian 
thinkers, the 19th century Danish theologian and philosopher, Soren Kierkegaard. The prayer speaks to 
what it means to be a parish community, a group of Christians from all walks of life, states of emotion, 
being, and experiences. Specifically, the prayer speaks to the importance and beauty and power of the 
act of worship together. As all of us begin to turn toward fall and church, I offer this prayer for the 
blessing of our wonderful community. 

Special Prayer for the Parish 

Thou Art Near 

Father in Heaven! Well do we know that Thou art 
everywhere present; and that should anyone at this 
moment call upon Thee from his bed of sickness, or one 
in greater need upon the ocean cry out to Thee, or one 
in still greater need in sin, that Thou art near to hear him. 
But Thou art also near in Thy house where Thy 
community is gathered together, some perhaps flying from 
heavy thoughts, or followed by heavy thoughts, but some 
too coming from a quiet daily life of contentment, and 
some perhaps with a satisfied longing hidden in a thankful 
heart enveloped in joyous thoughts-and yet all drawn 
by the desire to seek God, the friend of the thankful in 
blessed trust; consolation of the weak in strengthening 
communion; refuge of the anxious in secret comfort; 
confidante of the afflicted as Thou dost count their tears; 
last comfort of the dying as Thou dost receive their souls. 
So let Thyself be found also in this hour; Thou who art 
the Father of all, let Thyself be found with a good gift for 
everyone who needs it, that the happy may find courage 
to rejoice at Thy good gifts, that the sorrowful may find 
courage to accept Thy perfect gifts. For to men there is 
a difference in these things, the difference of joy and of 
sorrow, but for Thee, O Lord, there is no difference in 
these things; everything that comes from Thee is a good 
and perfect gift. Amen. 

Yours ever in Christ, 

 Lucas+ 
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By Jedeane Macdonald 

In September 1998, the Vestry asked a committee to look into what to do with the 
Rectory. Since about 1980, the house and basement apartment had been rented. The 
Vestry wanted to know if the church should sell it or keep it. The committee, which 
included among others Bill Dorn and his late wife, Nancy, Scott Zumbahlen, Stephanie 
Johnson, and me, looked into Mother’s Day Out programs and subsequently learned 
that there was an acute need for quality child care for working parents.  

The director of the center at Epiphany church said the house wouldn’t do – no ground level exits, suitable 
bathrooms, etc. She toured the Ascension Sunday School rooms and said the space is perfect for about 20 children 
with some of the following improvements: 

• Track lighting for hall (if you’ve ever seen that hall when those lights are off, you’ll know why added 
lighting was needed).  

• Playground 
• Keypad entry at North door – security is important for a child care center  

The Vestry approved the idea. But we had to raise the money. At the January 1999, annual meeting, the center was 
announced. On the spot, the Dorns pledged a $2,000 matching grant. Matching funds were raised quickly, and 
Richard Speck pledged a $1,000 matching grant. About fifty parishioners and church friends contributed almost 
$10,000 to the start-up. Val Schilt’s family gave $25,000 towards the playground and other expenses. The Kenneth 
King Foundation gave $20,000. Kathleen Reilly’s brother made plumbing repairs.  

Bright Star opened its doors in June 1999, and ended the first year with a surplus, but that didn’t last long. More 
children were needed to be financially viable. But it meant a change of occupancy, which meant fire protection in 
the Parish Hall, classrooms, halls, and office. Tom Shannon, Max Securities, stepped in with a major donation of 
time and many materials. The Buell Foundation also contributed to these costs. The Giving Tree in the Bright Star 
hall has many names of donors on the leaves.  

Now, fifteen years later, Bright Star continues to serve working parents and neighborhood families. Bright Star also 
continues its mission of being part of the Denver County Child Care Assistance Program, which helps families who 
qualify pay for childcare services.  

Currently, two Ascension families, Beth and Andrew Elliott and Emily and Kerry Sims, have children at Bright Star. 
Beth and Emily serve on the board. Molly Williams was involved in the early days of Bright Star and continues to 
serve on the board.  

Bright Star is unique in many ways. Longevity is rare in the childcare world. The director, Carol Peters, has served 
for over five years. Teacher Antoinette Martinez has been with Bright Star for eight years; the cook four years. One 
teacher has her Associate degree and is director qualified. She plans to get her Bachelor’s degree.  

Fifteen years ago, we had a dream to make a difference in the lives of: 

• Children by offering educational programs that will enhance their success when they enter the school 
system. 

• The community by offering to parents access to a safe childcare facility and a high-quality learning program 
for their children.  

• The staff by offering competitive wages and benefits and professional development opportunities.  

Sometimes Bright Star areas are cluttery and noisy, but you can be proud of the difference Bright Star is making. 
Thank you for your support these fifteen years. 

Bright Star Celebrates Its 15th Anniversary 
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With thankfulness and prayers, by Sue Richardson 

As the Director of Children and Youth programs officially for a 
year now, I wanted to share with you the goals for the Sunday 
School. We are very focused on the children understanding that 
God loves them and wants a relationship with them, and that the 
way to communicate with God is through prayer. We want to 
encourage them to “talk to God” and to know the God listens. We 
want them to begin to understand that Jesus is God and that the 
Holy Spirit is too!  

We’re using a combination of the Godly Play curriculum, 
curriculum lessons from the Episcopal Church, and a variety of 
lessons and ideas from the Internet – and I have a few favorites up 
my sleeve that I have used over the last 18 years or so!  

Engaging children in activity and multiple modalities of learning 
is especially important. We want to reach them, whatever their 
learning style! We combine some circle time for lessons and have 
related activities where we may continue to chat about the lesson’s 
purpose as they paint, draw or make a whale!  

Sometimes we simply have fun! Fellowship is so important to the 
adults in the church, and it will become that way for the children 
as well – if we allow them time to make friends… their GOD 
Friends as I call them. The kids that support them if they ask or 
want to talk about God and the kids they can join to receive 
communion - a real communion.  

Our family worship goals are to help children understand better 
that THEY ARE THE CHURCH! 

The church is not just a building…not just a place you go on 
Sunday… not just prayers and music… but it is the people of God! 
The people of God, coming together to worship, to share God’s 
love with each other and the world, and to live as God wants us to 
live… that is the church! We are the church and they are the 
church. 

So… bring your children to church. Bring them to Sunday school. 
Know that the foundation you are laying for them now will help 
them remember that God is with them forever. They just have to 
look inside. They are the church! 

We want to encourage 
the children to “talk to 
God” and to know the 

God listens. 

Children and Youth Programs at Ascension 
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Robin Returns to her Homeland 

By Robin McDougal 

I took a delightful 18 day trip to the McDougal homeland of Scotland. I went on a Road 
Scholar adventure entitled, the Best of Scotland, which began in Glasgow, traveled to Oban 
on the west coast, and on to Fort William and Inverness. We then traveled the east coast back 
to Edinburgh. The highlights of the trip include touring the McDougal castle in Oban and 
visiting the spiritual island of Iona. 

An Ascension Memory 

By Jedeane Macdonald 

The upcoming Oktoberfest on September 26th (at 6:00 pm in the Parish Hall!) 
reminded me of another party at the church. Maybe thirty years ago, Ascension 
planned an Autumn Harvest costume party, and one parishioner decided to dress as 

a monk.  She had rustic sandals and a robe made from roughly woven cloth, so she 
decided that a wig that had a bald spot on top with a fringe of hair around the sides 
and back would be perfect. 

She called the biggest (and maybe only) costume shop in Denver and asked if they had 
a wig for a tonsured friar.  After a pause, the man said, “Lady--we don’t have any 
chicken costumes.” 

October 18th is the date this year for the Annual St. Francis Center Gala. This is one their major 
fundraisers. Supporters from all over the state attend.  

Church of the Ascension supports the efforts of 
the St. Francis Center in many ways. Join your 
friends at a table at the Annual Gala!  

Contact Roz Farnam at roz@rozfarnam.info or 
register online at 
http://www.sfcdenver.org/events.html and if 
asked choose Ascension as your table. If no 
option, send a message to Roz that you have 
registered. We hope to sponsor 2 tables this year 
which is 20 people. Please consider this event 
when planning your charitable giving for the 
year. 

In and Around the Parish … 

St. Francis Center is a refuge for men and women who 
are homeless in the metro Denver area, providing shelter 
along with services that enable people to meet their basic 
needs for daily survival and to transition out of 
homelessness. On an average day, over 700 different 
people visit St. Francis Center, and on a busy day, over 
900 people may pass through our doors. We welcome 
and treat everyone with dignity and respect, offering a 
safe and inviting place to stay during the day when other 
shelters are unavailable. More than anything else, St. 
Francis Center offers hope when it is most needed. 
http://www.sfcdenver.org/ 
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Engagement Announced 

Ned Schaumberg, son of Mary Ruth and Buzz, has become engaged to Courtney 
Porter of Seattle. Courtney is a hydrologist with a Seattle environmental 
consulting firm. Ned is working on his PhD dissertation at the University of 
Washington. Their wedding will be in September 2015 in Seattle. Ned and 
Courtney met at Whitman College 8 years ago. 

Mary Ruth and Buzz met 40 years ago while working at Expo '74 World's 
Fair in Spokane and just celebrated their 37th anniversary. 

Ned took this selfie on the hike in the Canadian Rockies where he proposed 
to Courtney. Congratulations, Ned and Courrtney! 

Introducing… 

We are Ascension newbies, Chris and Shannon Catalano. For more 
than a decade, we dreamt of living a life in Colorado helping others. 
Our dream became a reality earlier this year when we moved cross-
country and became first-time business owners. We bought Pilates 
Vita of Denver at 6th and Downing to serve our community 
through health and wellness focused at all ages and abilities. It’s a 
fitness studio offering Pilates equipment, indoor cycling, TRX 

suspension band training, gym memberships, massage, Thai 

bodywork, and weight management. Thanks to everyone at 
Ascension for the warm welcome. We are excited to be a part of the Parish. 

Pilates Vita of Denver Studio / 303.322.4567 / Cell 719.964.8422 / http://pilatesvita.com/denver/ 

In and Around the Parish … 

Shannon 

Chris 

By Elinor Davis 

Eleven years ago I trudged up the hill to Ascension to 
hear bell choir at the invitation of some friends in the 
choir. Afterwards the first person I met was Bobbie in the 
line at the back of the church.  She asked where I lived, 
was I a visitor and would I please come back again. I 
assured her I would and that I was a former 
Episcopalian. Her friendliness reminded me of some of 
the old Catholic nuns I used to see in the Bing Crosby 
movies, and hereafter she was always called SISTER 
BOBBIE by me to this day. 

Bobbie's warmth and outgoing friendliness have 
endeared her to everyone she meets and she will be 
greatly missed by all us. 

Godspeed, Bobbie and Kerry! 

By Dan Romero 

As we bid farewell to our beloved Deacon Bobbie and 
Kerry, I remember I first met Bobbie some years ago 
when she was serving as Deacon at St. James's in 
Wheat Ridge. My good friend Bob Moore was the 
music director there and I would participate in the 
music at St. James from time to time. Since I've been at 
Ascension I have really enjoyed working with Bobbie 
and Kerry. They have both been faithful ministers of 
the liturgy and the parish in general. I will miss the 
beautiful spirit of faithfulness and generosity that 
they have shared with this parish. My best wishes to 
both of them and their future endeavors. 
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In and Around the Parish … 

Grandchildren of the Parish… 

Emerson Rose Price was born April 6th, 2014 in Denver, CO, 
to parents Ginger Licht and Lev 
Price. Emmi attended the Licht 
women’s picnic at Infinity Park 
for the screening of Princess 
Bride in August, as shown 
here with her mother 
Ginger, Paige and her 
mother Lisa, and her 
grandmother, Priscilla Licht. 

Robert Reef Casey was born January 31, 2014 in Virginia Beach, VA, to parents 
Valerie Byrnside Casey and 
Michael Casey. Reef is the 
grandson of Joan Casey. 
International traveler, 
Reef has spent the first 
week in September in 
Vancouver, Canada 
and is now in Hawaii 

with his parents and 
Gran. 

Julian Fredrick Dudden was born May 5, 2014, in Aurora, CO, to Laura Dudden. Julian is the grandson of 
Rosalind Farnam. He is a very active and special boy! He spent his first four weeks at 
his Grannie’s house and then visited 
her and Grandpa Jim at 
their place in Taos. He 
was also off to a 
family reunion 
in July in 
Connecticut 
where he met 
over 40 
relatives! 
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Church Calendar through the Christmas Holidays 

1

2nd Annual Oktoberfest! ---- Fri, Sep 26, 2014, 6:00 PM - 10:00 PM  

Friday evening, September 26th marks the occasion of our second annual Ascension Oktoberfest!  An important fundraiser for the 
parish and a great party all in one!  There will be abundant German food, home brewed beer from Fr. Lucas and a fantastic live 
band from parishioner Don Rollins!  Come eat, drink, dance and be merry!  Bring the whole family and bring your friends! 

Choral Evensong  ---- Sun, Sep 28, 2014 - 04:30 PM - 05:30 PM 

Choral Evensong is one of the great treasures of our Anglican tradition.  This is a 45-minute service of readings, sung canticles, 
hymns and prayers.  In a setting of great beauty and prayer, this is a perfect way to wind down the weekend and prepare for the 
coming week.  A reception of food and drink will follow.  All proceeds offered at Evensong go to support the Friends of Music 
fund for the music ministry at Ascension. 

Kids Coffee Hour for Stewardship Kick Off Sunday ---- Sun, Oct 05, 2014 - 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM  

This Sunday marks the kick off for our 2015 stewardship campaign, Giving In Thanks.  This is a very important time for all to 
think and pray about giving to the parish for the coming years budget.  This Sunday the children and youth ministry will host 
coffee hour after the 10am service. Sue Richardson, our children and youth minister, will be highlighting the vital and wonderful 
work of this ministry. 

St. Francis Day Blessing of the Animals Service ---- Sat, Oct 11, 2014 - 05:00 PM - 06:00 PM  

Bring your dog, cat, or any other pet to this special service to honor God's creation.  We will sing some hymns, hear special 
readings about the wonders of God's creation, and offer a special blessing on each animal present.  This is your once chance a 
year to bring your pet to church! 

St. Francis Center Guest Preacher for Stewardship Campaign ---- Sun, Oct 12, 2014 - 08:00 AM - 12:00 PM  

This is the second Sunday for our October, Giving In Thanks Stewardship Campaign.  The focus this Sunday will be on the 
ministry of outreach and service to our city.  The guest preacher this Sunday will be from the St. Francis center, a very important 
ministry in the city to our homeless brothers and sisters. 

St. Francis Center 31st Anniversary Gala - Halo Gala ---- Sat, Oct 18, 2014 - 05:30 PM - 10:00 PM  

Church of the Ascension supports the efforts of the St. Francis Center in many ways. Join your friends at a table at the Annual 
Gala! Contact Roz Farnam at roz@rozfarnam.info or register online at http://www.sfcdenver.org/events.html and if asked 
choose Ascension as your table. If no option, send a message to Roz that you have registered. We hope to sponsor 2 tables this 
year which is 20 people. Please consider this event when planning your charitable giving for the year. 

Music at Coffee Hour for the Stewardship Campaign ---- Sun, Oct 19, 2014 - 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM  

Our Sunday stewardship campaign coffee hours continue this Sunday with a music theme.  Highlighting the strength of our 
music ministry, Organist and Choirmaster Dan Romero and the Ascension Choir will be hosting coffee hour this Sunday.  In 
addition, there will be some wonderful musical surprises for all to participate in and enjoy!  Come join the fun after the 10am 
worship service. 

Choral Evensong ---- Sun, Oct 26, 2014 - 04:30 PM - 05:30 PM  

See Sep 28th for details. 

All Saints Sunday and final Stewardship Sunday ---- Sun, Nov 02, 2014 - 08:00 AM - 12:00 PM  

This Sunday we celebrate the great feast of the Church, All Saints Sunday.  As we come together to worship, we remember all the 
saints of the Church that have gone before and who are in our very midst, those known to us and those unknown.  Special 
prayers will be offered for our loved ones who have died in the preceding year.  This is also a family worship Sunday with extra 
participation for our children and parents.  Finally, we wrap up our fall Stewardship Campaign, Giving In Thanks, in a 
celebratory coffee hour.  This is a banner Sunday that you won’t want to miss! 

Advent Wreath Making for Ascension Youth, Children and Families ---- Sun, Nov 23, 2014 - 10:00 AM - 12:30 PM  

This Sunday after the 10am worship service, Youth and Children’s Minister Sue Richardson will offer Advent wreath 
making.  Youth, children and families are invited to join in and make beautiful Advent wreaths to adorn your homes for the 
upcoming season of Advent.  Fun for the whole parish family! 
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Thanksgiving Worship Service and Pie Night! ---- Wed, Nov 26, 2014 - 06:00 PM - 09:00 PM  

On the eve of Thanksgiving, we gather as a parish community to worship and to give thanks to almighty God for all the blessings 
of this life.  Worship begins at 6pm, followed by the great parish tradition of Pie Night!  Bring your favorite pie to share and come 
enjoy the pie feasting after worship! 

Choral Evensong ---- Sun, Oct 26, 2014 - 04:30 PM until Sun, Oct 26, 2014 - 05:30 PM  

See Sept 28th 

Family Worship and St. Nicholas Sunday ---- Sun, Dec 07, 2014 - 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM  

December 7th is Family Worship Sunday at the 10am service.  Parents and children and youth take an active role in leading the 
readings and prayers and gather around the altar with Fr. Lucas at the Eucharist.  This Sunday, St. Nicholas will make a special 
appearance for young and old alike! 

Advent Lessons and Carols ---- Sun, Dec 14, 2014 - 10:00 AM - 11:30 AM  

At the 10am service this morning, we will celebrate the very special seasonal service of Advent Lessons and Carols.  This is a 
unique opportunity for a different kind of worship experience for the season.  A service of Advent and Christmas themed 
readings will be punctuated by lively hymns and carols for all.  Communion is not offered at this service, however, the regular 
Eucharistic Sunday worship will remain at 8am.  

Children's Christmas Pageant and Family Lunch ---- Sun, Dec 21, 2014 - 10:00 AM - 01:00 PM  

The 2014 Ascension Christmas Pageant for youth and children will take place on Sunday, December 21st.  All parents and 
children are warmly invited to the Rectory (home of Fr. Lucas and Meredith) after the event for a wonderful holiday feast! 

Christmas Eve Family Service 5pm Preceded by Festive Carol Singing at 4:30pm ---- Wed, Dec 24, 2014 - 04:30 PM - 06:30 PM  

At 4:30pm the church is open for a festive singing of Christmas Carols.  The Christmas Eve worship service at 5pm is especially 
geared towards families and children.  Please consider coming early as the pews do fill quickly! 

Christmas Eve Traditional Service at 9pm Preceded by Festival Carol Singing at 8:30 ---- Wed, Dec 24, 2014 - 08:30 PM - 10:30 
PM  

The 9pm Christmas Eve service is the traditional "Midnight Mass" though at an earlier hour.  Arrive at 8:30pm for a Festival 
Carol Sing of your favorite music of the season.  

Family Worship Sunday at 10am Worship ---- Sun, Jan 04, 2015 - 10:00 AM - 11:30 AM  

We bring in the first Sunday of the New Year at the 10am worship service with Family Worship Sunday.  Parents and children 
and youth take a leading role in reading scripture, offering prayers and music, and the youth and children are invited to gather 
with Fr. Lucas around the altar at Holy Communion. 

Feast of the Epiphany and Parish Potluck ---- Tue, Jan 06, 2015 - 06:00 PM - 09:00 PM  

This great celebration of the Church Year, the Feast of the Epiphany of Our Lord takes place on Tuesday, January 6th at 
6pm.  This year we will be observing this important feast on the day itself rather than transferring it to the next Sunday.  Come 
celebrate with Christians throughout the world and with your own parish family this evening with beautiful worship to kick off 
this season.  The Epiphany mass will be followed by a wonderful parish potluck!  Bring your family and friends! 

Choral Evensong ---- Sun, Jan 25, 2015 - 04:30 PM - 05:30 

See Sep 28th for details about the Choral Evensong events. 

Choral Evensong ---- Sun, Feb 22, 2015 - 04:30 PM - 05:30 

Choral Evensong ---- Sun, Mar 29, 2015 - 04:30 PM - 05:30 

Choral Evensong ---- Sun, Apr 26, 2015 - 04:30 PM - 05:30 

Choral Evensong ---- Sun, May 31, 2015 - 04:30 PM - 05:30 

Church Calendar through the Christmas Holidays 
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Highlights from the Rector's Messages this Summer 

Independence Day Message 
Today we pause as a nation to offer thanksgiving for the many blessings we enjoy. While this is 
not a church feast or holiday, as Christians, we live in this world and in this country, even as we 
seek to spread God's love and the reign of Christ wherever we may be. As Americans, we have 
inherited a land of boundless beauty and rich diversity in almost every way imaginable. As in 
the Christian life, to live as an American necessarily comes with personal sacrifice and a deep 
responsibility for the liberties and freedoms we possess. But we know we aren't perfect, either in our pursuit of 
holiness as followers of Jesus or as citizens of this great nation. So, it is only by God's grace that we are sustained and 
given the ability to continue to pursue a more perfect faith and a more perfect union. As we celebrate this national 
holiday, please remember in your prayers the lost, the downtrodden, the disadvantaged and the oppressed. And 
even as we celebrate and revel in the good things of this our home, remember to pause in prayer for the men and 
women of all races, nations, creeds and tribes that have gone before who have made this nation truly great. Enjoy 
this day. Give thanks and praise for all that we have been given. God bless all, and God bless America. 

A Prayer For The Nation 

Almighty God, who hast given us this good land for our heritage: We humbly beseech thee that we may always prove 
ourselves a people mindful of thy favor and glad to do thy will. Bless our land with honorable industry, sound learning, 
and pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion; from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. 
Defend our liberties, and fashion into one united people the multitudes brought hither out of many kindreds and 
tongues. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in thy Name we entrust the authority of government, that 
there may be justice and peace at home, and that, through obedience to thy law, we may show forth thy praise among 
the nations of the earth. In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer not 
our trust in thee to fail; all which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Welcoming All at Ascension 
The Gospel reading we will hear in church this Sunday is short and sweet. But in only three short verses we hear 
something that speaks profoundly to the heart of what it means to be a parish church community, gathered weekly 
in the name of Jesus Christ: 

Jesus said, "Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. Whoever 
welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet's reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person 
in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to 
one of these little ones in the name of a disciple-- truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward." --  Matthew 
10:40-42 

Last Sunday was a Sunday that seemed like it could be fairly sparsely attended. Summer had officially begun, the 
weather was beautiful and surely, I thought, folks would be out and about enjoying the weekend. But much to my 
surprise, turnout was fantastic and we had four new sets of visitors worshiping among us. Perhaps its "church 
shopping season" as people move to Denver and are looking for a new place of worship. But I think it's more than 
that. Word is getting around. We are a community of faith with vibrant worship, diverse backgrounds and lives, and 
a group of joyful, open and welcoming Christians. And as the words of our Gospel this Sunday illustrate, the act of 
welcoming is such an important part of who we are called to be. Think for a moment: How were you welcomed into 
the Ascension community? I'm guessing most all of us have a story or two as to how we felt the welcoming presence 
of this place and how over time it changed and transformed us. Friends in Christ, all this is to say, let's keep it up! 
When you see someone at church you don't know, welcome them! Offer the peace of Christ to them during the 
liturgy. Introduce yourself at coffee hour. Maybe invite them over for dinner at your home. When we are at our best 
as the church, we are living beyond ourselves and sharing the love of God with everyone, whether they've been part 
of this community for a long time or whether they just walked through the door. I look forward to welcoming you at 
church this Sunday! 

Warmly and faithfully in Christ, 

Lucas+ 
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Music: with Dan Romero 

During this month of September many things begin to change. The season begins to turn and the summer comes to an end. Schools 
start up and many programs that went on a break during the "hot" months start off a new season. At Ascension this change is 
taking place too. Many of our programs are beginning new seasons. Our music program is beginning to start again as well.  

Music Ministry Opportunities  

Parish Choir 
The Parish Choir is the primary musical ensemble of the parish. Our music is rooted in traditional Anglican and Catholic music, 
however we include a wide range of music from other traditions, both contemporary and old. Anyone is welcome to sing with the 
choir including middle school and high school students. Rehearsals are on Thursdays from 7:00-9:00. Please come and join us in 
praising God with the great treasure of sacred music.  
Children's Music 
Children and youth first grade and higher are welcome to participate in Children's Handbells and Children's Choir. Children's 
music generally performs for the family worship on the first Sunday of the month. Rehearsal times are to be determined.  
Handbells 
We are looking into starting an adult handbell choir. For the time being this ensemble will rehearse for only few months at a time. 
If you are interested in playing handbells, please contact me.  
Instrumental Music 
If you play a musical instrument and would like to participate in the music ministry of the parish, there are plenty of opportunities 
for playing solo pieces and playing music with the parish choir.  
Choral Evensong 
Our first choral evensong of the season will be on Sunday, September 28, at 4:30. Please join us for the beautiful service of service 
of Evening Prayer sung by our Parish Choir and officiated by Fr. Lucas. 


