
As I sit down to write this, I am surrounded by half packed boxes, the contents of my re-

cently vacated cathedral office haphazardly strewn about the house and a thick sense of an-

ticipation in the air. You guessed it, it’s moving time! On May 16th, the movers will arrive at 

our Boise home and begin loading our things for the move to 630 Gilpin St. Meredith and I 

are giddy with excitement for the months to come; settling into the rectory, setting up the 

rector’s study and most importantly, beginning our new life together with all of you at As-

cension. It’s a bit strange to write an article for the Parish Post from my couch in Boise. But 

I wanted to offer a few observations and some dreams for our future together before we ar-

rive. 

First, let me say how truly welcomed Meredith and I felt on Easter Sunday. It was a church 

day for the record books. What a joy to begin my calling as your rector on that fine day! A 

few thanks are in order. To Fr. Bob for working so faithfully and diligently to lay the 

groundwork; To Rachel Patrick for the awesome work with the children and the beautiful 

Easter egg hunt; To Celeste DeLeon for keeping a steady ship before and after; To Jeb Bar-

rett for stunning music; To Charles Lovely for sumptuous food; To Deacon Bobbie and 

Mother Cass for their calm, collected support and teamwork; To the Altar Guild, who 

really do run the show; To Hazel Stevens-Price for hosting the new guy and his wife; and to 

anyone I missed in the haze of it all and everyone involved at Ascension. THANK YOU 

from the bottom of my heart for making Easter a true success and a great kick off to our life 

together. 
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Father Lucas and Meredith Grubbs 



There are a few more things for Meredith and I to undertake before my official start 

with Ascension. Meredith graduates from the Boise State University School of Nurs-

ing on May 12th. After the movers drop off our things at the rectory the week of May 

21, we will be doing a bit of travelling together. We will be visiting clergy friends in 

the Church of England in Oxford and London. And in June, we will be walking over 

100 kilometers of the Way of St. James in northern Spain. For us, this is a long-

standing dream that we were able to make reality during this transition. But it is also a 

chance to reorient ourselves on a literal and metaphorical spiritual path as we begin 

this new chapter with you. After a brief visit to Meredith’s family on the farm in Mis-

souri, we will be refreshed and ready to go in July. 

And now to the future of Ascension. Here are three things I see as starting points. I 

heartily invite your input and participation in these as we begin this new chapter. 

First, one thing I can promise from the very beginning is that Ascension will be a lo-

cus of daily prayer. Shortly after I arrive, I plan to offer Morning Prayer on a daily 

basis. As a priest and pastor, this is crucial to my vision for a healthy parish. And as 

Ascension is truly a neighborhood parish, I warmly invite as many of you as can come on a daily basis to offer Morning Prayer  together. 

As I begin to get a feel for the neighborhood and the pulse of Denver, I will set a time every morning when Morning Prayer will be of-

fered. And right now, I could use your input! While we can’t accommodate everyone’s work schedule, what is a good time for da ily 

Morning Prayer? 7:30am? 8:00am? 8:30am? The important thing is that prayer is offered every day at Ascension for the needs of the 

parish and the world. This is not only a way for me to be present to you, but for each of us to grow in faith and practice. I look forward 

to praying together and often. 

Secondly, as you well know, we will be looking for a new parish musician. I will be working closely with the vestry and as many of you 

as are interested in order to find the right person for this crucial ministry. I would like to invite each of you to offer your input as to what 

you believe would be good for Ascension in terms of music. What are the priorities for the music life of the parish? What works? What 

doesn’t? What aspects of the music life at Ascension do we keep and what new horizons do we seek? I am beginning to form my own 

ideas on these fronts, but by all means, I want to hear from you. If you can take a moment to reflect on these things in writ ing, please 

send your observations to Celeste DeLeon in the parish office. I am eager to take the pulse of the parish in this regard as we move for-

ward in our music ministry. 

Thirdly, I want to get to know each of you. A high priority for my first few months at Ascension will be making visits to each home. I 

want to hear where you’re from, why you love Ascension, what your dreams for the parish are, how you are or can be involved and how 

I can best serve you as priest and pastor. Don’t be surprised when you get a phone call from me asking to get together for lunch or cof-

fee or dinner together. And don’t be surprised when you get an invite to an open house at the rectory. Meredith and I look forward to 

opening the rectory to you all on a regular basis for fellowship, food and fun! 

And of course, there is so much more to say and do! The growth and involvement of our youth and children; Revitalizing our presence 

in the neighborhood and in Denver; Growing in Christian education and outreach; Taking a good look at how we manage our spiritual 

and financial resources…the list goes on and on. I’ll stop here for the time being. But please do offer your input in the meantime. And 

know that I hold you all in prayer every single day. Please do the same for us. And we’ll see you in July!  

 

Your faithful servant, 

Fr. Lucas Michael Grubbs+ 
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The entire parish is invited to participate in our Ascension Day celebration on  

Sunday, May 20, 2012.  

The ten o’clock service will be youth led and there are many opportunities to serve, from reading the les-

sons to ushering. This will also be a day to recognize and thank those who have assisted in teaching Sunday 

school over the past year.  

Following the service, we will bless the renovation of the Brinton Davis memorial library space. Then the 

youth and families of Ascension will host an indoor picnic lunch for coffee hour.  

For the service, youth or families can be involved in reading the lessons or the prayers, ushering, bringing 

up the elements, and greeting. For the picnic lunch, youth and family volunteers are needed to donate a grill 

for the day, provide hamburgers or hotdogs and buns, and set-up and clean-up.  

The parish is asked to provide side dishes.  

Families with a last name beginning with the letters A-L, please bring a side or vegetable dish. Fami-

lies with a last name beginning with the letters M-Z, please bring a dessert. 

Ascension Day Celebration — May 20, 2012 

Saturday  —  5:00 pm Eucharist 

Sunday  —  9:00 am Eucharist 

 

The Summer Schedule of Services will take effect with the first Saturday service on June 2, at 5pm. On 

Sunday, June 3 there will be one combined service at 9am. We will have an organist on Sunday with con-

gregational singing but no choir throughout the summer. We hope you will express your appreciation to our 

faithful members of the choir as they conclude their ministry on Pentecost, May 27 before the summer 

break. 

Summer Schedule of Services 



When I first began as your interim rector in July of last year, it was hard to imagine that nearly one year later I 

would feel such a deep and abiding connection with the Church of the Ascension and with her members that 

have welcomed me into your homes, your businesses, your families and your hearts. I truly believe that God 

placed me in this parish because where you were at the time as a parish matched exceptionally well with the 

gifts and energies I bring as a priest. 

The interim rector is sometimes referred to as a “table-setter”, one who prepares and sets the stage for the per-

manent rector who is to follow. The arrival of Father Lucas and Meredith Grubbs in early July is the culmi-

nation of my interim work and the transition you as a parish have experienced since the departure of Father 

James and Eli in May of last year. It has not just been me who has labored to insure a successful transition in 

leadership, but many of you who have contributed your input to creating a Parish Profile, served on various 

committees and groups, and to the Wardens and Vestry who will remain as a vital team as Ascension moves 

forward. 

As I look back some of the things we have done together stand out and bring a smile to my face and warm my 

heart. I have sustained some of the pastoral care to shut-ins (one of whom died - Dolores Wyatt) and reached out to others of you who 

sought counsel and support. I have offered some unique expressions of the church to “non-traditional” and young adult members in the 

Oasis gathering at Annie’s Café and the Deep Waters conversations on Sunday. Two of our Deep Waters members will be confirmed  

and received by the Bishop on May 12th.  

Parish events have gained renewed visibility with the use of our china, glassware and silverware in an effort to sustain a more renewable 

use of resources and utilizing a new dishwasher in our Ascension kitchen. Watching parishioners in blue Ascension aprons at our festive 

Mardi Gras fundraiser for the youth, our Easter brunch or many of the great coffee hours, I witnessed new helpers and renewed energy 

from the parish. 

Stewardship of our buildings and the rectory was a focus of my efforts to make Ascension both more attractive but also more inviting to 

her members and the community at large. Renovating the library (which is a future vision being created now), conducting the Parish 

Work Day, which resulted in more useable upstairs and Undercroft spaces, assisting in the office reception remodel along with the entry

-way spiffing up all says, “Welcome to the Lord’s House!” 

Ascension has been blessed with wonderful talents, which have made me look good but have not always been given credit, as they 

should. Our parish administrator, Celeste, has worked tirelessly to maintain a smooth operation of the office and our publications. Ra-

chel Patrick, along with Mother Cass and Deacon Bobbie, will represent continuity within the leadership after I leave. They have 

been a joy to work with and bring exceptional gifts to their ministries. Jeb Barrett, as acting music director and organist, will be also 

transitioning as the parish digs into the important task of finding a new Music Director to replace Greg Larsen.  

Others have partnered with me such as the Altar Guild in the creation of the Saint Francis Meditation Garden, restoring some of our 

banners in worship and adapting to my often-peculiar demands in worship. Many stepped forward for our Wednesday Evenings in Lent 

with meals and worship, which was well received and meaningful. Our new Ecumenical Catholic friends who worship in the chapel, 

Pax Christi, also have added new traditions and vitality to our common 

life. 

For many of you, experiencing me in worship on Saturdays and Sundays 

was our primary connection. I have enjoyed drawing in the children more 

actively in worship with our Children’s Sermons and other feast days. As-

cension places a high value on our liturgical life, so I hope my preaching 

and celebrating, along with our other clergy, preserved and enlivened our 

praises to Almighty God. 

Finally, to the members of the Vestry and our wardens, Tison Cory and 

Hazel Stevens-Price, I express my gratitude and admiration. Each of you, 

along with many, many individual members placed your trust in me, was 

willing to risk with me, and offered our collective prayers and aspirations 

to God with me. For the privilege of serving as your interim rector, I thank 

you from the bottom of my heart and want you to know I will continue to 

hold the Church of the Ascension in my prayers as you enter into this next 

chapter of your life together. AMEN. 

Fr. Bob Davidson+ 

Interim Insights 
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By Hank Dougan 

 

Ushers  -  The ushers are pleased to welcome Peter McFarland to our ranks. If you are 

interested in being an usher please contact Fr. Bob, Hank Dougan at BeatBoul-

der@yahoo.com or 303-249-0136, or speak with any usher after Sunday service. 

 

Counters -  We are always interested in new counters. No experience required! If you are 

interested contact Fr. Bob or Hank Dougan at BeatBoulder@yahoo.com or 303-249-0136. 

Ushering and Counting Ministries Update 
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Palm Sunday Procession 

The Church’s annual Palm Sunday processional around the block 

changed this year. Lead by members of the Colorado Youth Pipe 

Band, church members crossed Sixth Ave twice with the help of 

Father Bob. To stop the three lanes of traffic, we hope he said a 

prayer first! Parishioners walked the two blocks waving palms 

and then processed into the church for our service. It is always an 

inspiring occasion. We thank the wonderful Colorado Youth Pipe 

Band, who practice at Ascension, for their participation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good Friday Stations of the Cross in the Park 

Children and Church members met before the Good Friday service in Little Cheesman Park to review the sta-

tions of the cross. Rachel Patrick, Youth Coordinator, set up drawings. Participants walked between them and 

reviewed their meaning. 

Easter Week Celebrations 



As Father Lucas prepared to leave with Meredith to return for a couple of months to Boise, Idaho his parting words were: "What an 

absolutely splendid celebration of Easter with such a loving Ascension family". We truly were a family throughout Holy Week culmi-

nating in two glorious services on Easter Sunday and the festive Welcoming Brunch. Nearly 400 people worshipped at Ascension on 

Easter. Dozens of children enjoyed the Easter Egg Hunt thanks to Rachel Patrick and Amy Leonard. Two children were baptized at 

the 10 o'clock service. 

 The Welcoming Brunch served over 150 people throughout the morning thanks to a wonderful volunteer crew and chef, Charles 

Lovely. Stephanie Johnson, Mary Price and Suzy Whittemore had been assembling volunteers for weeks, and, boy, did they deliver. 

Our thanks go out to: Betty Dolman, Jedeane MacDonald, Virginia Deal, Nancy Yeaman, Barb Watson, Ann Collier and Tyler 

Ray, Hazel Stevens Price, Davis Butler, John and Raylene Kuntz, Cynthia and Tom Shannon, Jeff and Ann Dykes, Dave John-

son and certainly others whom we omitted. 
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An Easter Celebration to Remember! 
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Enjoy the pictures, thanks to Paul Abdoo, 

photographer. 



During the spring, the Vestry has replaced two outgoing members and continues to rely on our interim Treasurer, Kent Winker, who 

has given wisdom and expertise to our parish finances. Dr. Eric Hammerberg completed his term as Senior Warden and has been re-

placed by Hazel Stevens-Price whose appointment by Father Lucas was announced to the Vestry in May. Ann Dykes has replaced the 

outgoing member, Diana Mead. If someone in the parish would like to volunteer as Clerk of the Vestry, it is now open as Betsy 

Wahlberg was unable to continue her valuable work in that role. Thanks you for your service Betsy!  The three new Vestry members 

confirmed at January’s Annual Meeting have jumped in with both feet: Ann Collier, Don Rollins and Cynthia Shannon. They, along 

with our Junior Warden, Tison Cory and our continuing members: Walt Smith, Davis Butler, Suzy Whittemore, Doris Kimbrough, 

and Lisa Neal, round out a leadership team who is committed and highly skilled. 

On May 5th, a large group of parishioners donned work gloves 

and rolled up their sleeves to tackle some neglected spaces in 

our buildings, identify unused furniture, and sort through vol-

umes of books from our renovated library. The result has been 

extraordinary. The Undercroft has been cleaned out and is now 

useful for other parish 

purposes, the upstairs 

classrooms are cleaned out 

of stored and unusable 

furniture and equipment 

and overall our property is 

more attractive and invit-

ing to newcomers and the 

public who use our space. 

We generated some Bright Star scholarship contributions from sold items and enjoy a time of fel-

lowship and hard work. The parish is moving toward a fresh start when our new rector and his wife 

arrive in July. 

Pictured here. To the left: Cynthia Shannon and Hazel Stevens 

Price; To the right: Jedeanne McDonald, Hazel Stevens Price, 

Joanne Kyle, and Lucia Cowperthaithe. 

Many thanks to all who assisted in this important day! Our thanks 

as a parish as we offer these spaces to God for the vital mission of 

the Church of the Ascension. 
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Vestry Updates 

Parish Work Day and Sale a Success  

T H E  P A R I S H  P O S T  

A decision was made to hire a part-time sexton to take over the cleaning of the Ascension property after discontinuing a cleaning con-

tract with an outside company beginning June 1st. This position will be more accessible to the Bright Star Learning Center, the parish 

office, and outside groups that use our buildings. 

If you are aware of someone who might apply for the job, please let Father Bob or Carol Peters, Bright Star Director, know of any 

names. A job description is available for this 20-hour position with no benefits.  

New Sexton to be Hired 



I hope you are all enjoying the diversity of this transitional period, which is commonly referred to as 

“Spring-Time in the Rockies.” As Episcopalians and followers of a Liturgical Calendar, we are also 

entering a period of transition; the Easter season will soon give way to Pentecost Sunday and the long 

ordinary times of the Pentecost season which follows. Pentecost typically begins near the end of the 

school year and runs through Thanksgiving. Because half of this season occurs during the summer 

months, when many people schedule vacations and the additional hours of daylight lure us into extra 

outdoor activities, Pentecost often marks a period of struggle and sparse attendance for congregations. 

It can become burdensome for the leaders in the parish who are forced to pick up the slack, committing 

even more of their time filling the ministry gaps and trying to stretch inadequate funds until the fall 

when more parishioners will once again gravitate back to their routine patterns of worship and steward-

ship. I urge you not to let this happen; it certainly doesn’t have to. 

I grimace at the thought of what a shock it might be for our new rector, Fr. Lucas to arriving in mid-

July only to find a handful in attendance after having celebrated among a record number of worshipers 

on Easter Sunday. With some effort and intentionality we can change our habits and the trends of pre-

vious years. Traditionally, schools closed and churches toned down activities and expectations because 

summer was a time when many were forced to spend long days laboring in the fields, tending crops 

and flocks. But I don’t know of a single parishioner who claims to be a farmer and God’s presence 

among us doesn’t wane just because schools are not in session. Our summer schedule offers opportuni-

ties to join us for worship on either Sat before dinnertime or Sunday morning so, unless you are out of 

town, you should be able to make time to spend with God and with the members of your Christian 

community at Ascension. I think you will also find that some of the best Gospel lessons are included 

during these ordinary times between Pentecost and Advent.  

The Spiritual Practices group that Al Starkey and I lead will continue to meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday evenings at 7 pm throughout 

the summer. Last month, Al treated an enthusiastic group of us to a poetry reading of selections from his new collection “Blue Music: 

Poems”. At our May meetings we are exploring a variety of poets and their works while learning ways to enrich our spiritual lives 

through the use of poetry as a gateway to prayer. You need not have attended the previous meeting in order to participate and enjoy an 

evening of spiritual reflection and sharing. Please consider joining us.  

I am open to facilitating an Adult Ed Class or Forum on Sunday mornings if there is interest. If you have thoughts or ideas regarding 

such a class I would love to hear from you. I am considering the possibility of doing one or two per month after the 9 AM ser vice over 

the summer and perhaps between the two Sunday services once we resume our fall schedule. Of course this will depend on the feedback 

I receive from you and may need some adjustments once Fr. Lucas assumes his role as rector.  

Blessings,  

Mother Cass+ 

Musings from Mother Cass 
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By Maris Riegel 

Colorado Gives Day: December 6, 2011. Last December the Colorado Haiti Project was a part 

of Giving First's second annual Colorado Gives Day. The day was a great success, as CHP 

was able to raise over $19,000 from around 90 different donors! We are looking forward to 

being a part of 2012's Colorado Gives Day next December. http://www.givingfirst.org/CHP 

<http://www.givingfirst.org/CHP>  

The Cafeteria Building is finished! It was built this summer with a grant from Wish For Haiti, 

finished with funds from a United Thank Offering grant. The cafeteria design includes hand-

washing stations for students, proper bathroom and hand-washing facilities for cooks, a cov-

ered cooking area, and indoor seating. Now children can eat daily nutritious meals at a table, 

with clean hands, even when it rains!  

CHP will be doing a scholarship drive this summer for the Konbit education program. Think about sponsoring a student - they need 

400 sponsors.  

Colorado Haiti Project News 
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By Rachel Patrick, Youth and Children’s Ministries Coordinator 

In the past several months, many individuals have been diligently working to create beautiful, useful, 

and accessible spaces for worship and study and play in our buildings. It has been amazing to watch the 

transformations, a garden springing up in the foyer, the emptying of the undercroft, and the renovation of 

the library space (to name just a few). But even before these very visible changes took place, hard work 

was being done to help Ascension continue to be a welcoming and engaging parish.  

The very foundations of Ascension are rooted in the ministry of faith formation and providing Sunday 

school to the neighborhood community. In this Ascension tradition, a 

devoted group of volunteers committed to bring faith to life for the 

smallest of our members. Several years ago they created a beautiful 

Godly Play room that is now used almost every week to provide chil-

dren an opportunity to embark on a discovery of faith and a relation-

ship with God. Even more recently, the Davis family and their friends 

generously donated, in honor of Brinton Davis, funds that are being 

used to renovate the unused library space to create a fun, safe, and inviting room for youth. 

But the sacrifices of time and energy and love offered both in the past and today at Ascension go far 

beyond cleaning and decorating. Amy Leonard has spent almost a decade serving as our faithful 

Sunday school director. She arrives each week full of enthusiasm and ready to teach. Whether the 

classroom is full, or whether she is teaching only one child, Amy is devoted to making faith forma-

tion exciting and interesting. While the involvement of other gifted volunteers is vital and appreci-

ated, without Amy there would not have been Sunday school over the past year. Many parish mem-

bers serve Ascension, like Amy serves, faithfully, with joy, Sunday after Sunday, committed to a 

vision of our parish as the living body of Christ. 

On May 20, 2012 we are preparing to celebrate together the conclusion of another year of faith for-

mation and discipleship programming and reflect on the history and the future of Ascension. So much 

has been and is being done to make ready and to prepare, for a future, for 

a new rector, and for you. As I look around at this place and the dedicated 

people serving in it, I cannot help being reminded of the children’s 

rhyme:  

Here is the church! Here is the steeple! Now open the door…and see all 

the people? 

We are ready for you! We have prepared a place for you! We miss you! 

And we need you! Even though we are slowing down in the amount of 

programming offered over the summer, church does not stop. There will 

continue to be opportunities for engagement and discipleship and ministry. 

So, I ask you to consider how you can commit to this community. Perhaps 

you can join our parental advisory committee in planning ahead for fall 

discipleship. Perhaps you can choose a block of Sundays to attend in the 

fall, allowing our teachers to have the opportunity to teach a curriculum 

that can build on itself over several weeks. Perhaps it is in re-engagement 

as an acolyte or in adopting an outreach ministry with which our youth 

can maintain continued involvement.  

St. Paul said that we are the body of Christ and that each one of us is a 

vital part of that body. Here is the church! It is the people. Join us in liv-

ing out our commitment to share and grow together in Christ’s love. And 

I will see you in church! 

Children and Youth Update 

Easter Celebration 

Preparing a Place! 



Congratulations are due to Angie Neslin, daughter of Cora and Dave 

Neslin, on many different fronts. Angie graduated from the Interna-

tional Baccalaureate Program at George Washington High School in 

May. She was the salutatorian of her class and captain of the softball 

and speech and debate teams. She qualified to attend nationals for 

speech and debate for the third year in a row and will compete in Indi-

anapolis in June. 

In May it was announced that Angie won a National Merit Scholar-

ship. The National Merit Scholarships honor individuals who show 

exceptional academic ability and finish in the top 1 percent nationally 

on the Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Test. From a pool 

of 1.5 million high school students, only 2,500 students were selected 

to receive these scholarships. Angie will attend Columbia University in New York City in the fall.  

 

Congratulations are also due Cassie Neslin, daughter of Cora and Dave Neslin, who was the Colorado state champion for high school 

website design at this year’s National History Day competition. Cassie and her partner Suzanna Steele created a website title d Project 

Plowshare: The Revolution That Bombed. They will be representing Colorado at the national competition in Maryland this June.  

 

Morgan Johnson, Dave and Stephanie's daughter, is home for the summer from law school at the University of Arizona. She's plan-

ning to be very busy with two internships and a part-time job lined up. On the law side, she'll work three days a week for the Denver 

District Attorney's office and two days a week for the Colorado Administrative Law Courts as a judge's clerk. To earn her keep at Mom 

and Dad's, she's teaching yoga part-time at CorePower Yoga. In mid-August, Morgan will return to Arizona to complete her final year at 

law school. She hopes to return to Denver in 2013 to take the Colorado Bar exam and find work. 

 

Kelly Shannon, daughter of Cynthia and Tom Shannon, graduated from the University of Montana Missoula on May 11, 2012. Her 

major is Social Work and her minor is in International development. She will be traveling to India this summer for a study abroad in the 

Himalayan Mountains. Her studies will focus on the Himalayan environment and development of tourism, livelihood and sustainab ility. 

She just got back from a semester in Bangkok Thailand where she attended Thammasat University. Oh, to be a kid again!  

 

 

Robin McDougal just returned from a marvelous 17-day trip to Paris. She spent eight days biking from 

Montargis towards Paris with stops in Fountainbleau and Moret Sur Loing where Sisley painted during the 

last years of his life. She stayed six days in Paris following the bike trip and visited museums, the Tuileries 

gardens and took a day trip to Giverny, the garden home of Monet, and then a tour of the castles of Loire 

Valley. A two-day excursion took her to the D Day Beaches in Normandy and then to Mont Sainte Michel 

on another day. What a thrill! Robin feels so lucky to have done this trip. 

 

 

 

 

Molly Mitchell Martin and Patrick Williams enjoyed their time at he Kentucky 

Derby. They won some money but not enough to retire on!! 
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Ascension Theater Connections reported by Jedeanne MacDonald and Laurie Larsen 

In April, as part of the Curious Theater’s annual New Voices main stage production, seven short plays by seven young playwrights were 

presented. The plays and performances were outstanding. It was a singular evening. Leah Watson, Barb Watson's daughter, co-starred 

in one of the plays. When a young woman returns to her hometown for her brother's funeral, she encounters her younger self, p layed by 

Leah, by a body of water that the siblings had both loved.  

Lucia Cowperthwaite's grandson, Colin Cowperthwaite, wrote one of the plays. His was a thought-provoking dialogue between two 

young brothers who were moving to escape a past that one wanted to forget and the other could not.  

The Curious New Play Voices (CNV) is a play-writing program for writers ages 15-21. CNV focuses on the development of new plays 

as well as leading new playwrights through the process of working with professional actors and directors in the production of their new 

work.  

Later in April, Leah Watson performed in a UC Denver Arts and Media project presented at the Tivoli Starz Center on the Auraria 

Campus. 

 

 

 

Elinor Davis tells us that she has had her lawn aerated recently and more importantly that her son Larry Davis 

has accepted a computer position in Irvine, California. He is looking forward to the California climate and he will 

neither miss the Denver snowstorms nor the North Carolina humidity where he used to live. 

 

 

 

Janet Matthews, daughter of Doris Kimbrough, will be graduating in May from New York University, Summa Cum Laude and Phi 

Beta Kappa. Congratulations! 

 

 

Joanne Kyle has been honored by being mentioned in the Annual American Composers Update of the Sigma Al-

pha Iota International Music Fraternity (SAI), for the premieres and performances of several of her compositions. 

One of her performances, Psalm Cycle (130,121,100) for choir, horn, clarinet, violin, and organ, was at the Church 

of the Ascension. She is also teaching a workshop at the SAI convention in Atlanta in August entitled, “Designing 

Attractive Programs with Interesting Program Notes.” 

 

 

 

The Medical Library Association has honored Roz Dudden with the Ida and George Eliot Prize for a work published 

in the preceding calendar year that has been judged most effective in furthering medical librarianship. She and her co

-editor, Margaret Bandy, of Exempla St. Joseph Hospital, published the book, in March 2011, The Medical Library 

Association Guide to Managing Health Care Libraries, 2nd Edition, an update of the 2000 edition, addressing man-

agement issues for health sciences librarians in a variety of settings. She will receive the award in May 21st in Seattle. 

For publicity for the event she had her formal portrait done by Paul Abdoo. Nice to know some really good profes-

sionals! 
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 16, 7:00 pm — The Spiritual Practices group lead by Mother Cass and Al Starkey has resumed its regularly 

scheduled meetings on the 1st and 3rd Wed. of each month at 7:00 pm. At our next meeting on May 16th we will continue our discus-

sion on "Poetry as Prayer". You are invited participate! 

SUNDAY, MAY 20, 4:00 pm — Organ Concert — Join Joel Bejog for a rich concert of organ including Jublilate (Mathis), Fantasia 

on 'Ein feste Burg (Reger), Prelude, Adagio and Chorale Variations on 'Veni Creator (Durufle'), Tango on Song #303 (Sixten) and the 

premiere of Artisan (Michael) will be held at Ascension on our Patick J. Murphy organ. The public is invited with a freewill offering 

being taken.  

JUNE 23 FROM 10:00 am – 3:00 pm — Coldwell Banker Devonshire will hold its 2nd annual Garden tour, Le Petit Jardin, in 

Cherry Creek North. There are 8 Gardens of all descriptions which will be open to the public. The primary sponsors are Colorado 

Homes and Lifestyles, City Floral Landscaping and US Bank. All the proceeds go to the Colorado Homeless Families Organization, a 

nonprofit which provides temporary housing and supportive services to families with dependent children. Suzie Whittemore is chairing 

this worthwhile event. It's a great cause, and the tickets are only $10.00 and can be purchased by calling Coldwell Banker De vonshire 

303-758-7611, or going on the website at http://www.cherrycreekgardentour.com. See Suzy Whittemore or Molly Martin for more 

details about this event. 
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By Tison Cory 

As this parish stands in this unique moment between what was and what will be, for many this is a time of reflec-

tion and for others it is a time of anticipation and for me it's all too soon. The Vestry and many other helpful hands 

have been busy with preparing things for Father Lucas and Meredith's arrival which is just 60 days, nine Sun-

days and two Vestry meetings away.  

The Vestry's May meeting will be dedicated to conducting, as Father Bob likes to call "Vision Work" which will 

be guided by the Parish Profile as we begin laying the foundation for Father Lucas first hundred days as Rector at 

Ascension. As everyone knows this means digging in the proverbial dirt and to take something my father said 

"Almost all wonderful gifts do not come wrapped as you expect." 

As we look forward, in anticipation, individually and as a community, there will be many things to come that will 

be hard in ways that we didn't expect and as we journey down this fork in the road together, such moments may be 

unsettling. However, I do wish for each of us that we may come to see such events as an invitation to join in on the 

journey. For God, in my experience, calls us all in ways we don't understand until only after we have walked some 

distance together. 

In closing, I am reminded of a challenge put to me as a teenager years ago by a youth minster when discussing "leaps of faith ". He said 

"know that everything is in perfect order whether you understand it or not." Now, for those of you who know me, I don't pretend to have 

near enough faith to take any comfort in the quote above but that doesn't mean we shouldn't try. 

I would encourage you to speak directly with me, our new Senior Warden Hazel Stevens Price, or other members of the Vestry: Walt 

Smith, Suzy Whittemore, Lisa Neal, Doris Kimbrough, Ann Collier, Don Rollins, Davis Butler, Cynthia Shannon and Ann 

Dykes. 

God's Peace. 

Reflections from the Junior Warden 

 

There is now a place on the website to put a PDF copy of the sermons give at Ascension. Father Bob now has put up a 

few and more will be put up in date order, most recent first. Now if you want to review what was said on Sunday you 

can. 

Sermons now available on the Website 

http://www.cherrycreekgardentour.com/
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By Elinor Davis 

On Sunday morning, after rushing to dress, walking the dog, grabbing a Pop Tart and a quick cup of coffee, I know that when I arrive at 

church, there will be an enlightening sermon awaiting me, and after that, lo and behold in the parish hall will be a sumptuous coffee 

hour. Whether it is brownie bites, fresh fruit, Dorothy Wilson’s Blueberry Buckle, Doris Kimbrough’s yummy quiche, or Bill Dorn’s 

scones, or perhaps an occasional birthday cake, I know that various culinary delights await me. 

Coffee Hour is such an enjoyable part of Ascension—a chance to meet and greet old friends and make new ones, and catch up on all the 

latest happenings in people’s lives. Father Bob referred to some of us ladies as sitting at the hen’s table, but we really didn’t mind, 

since we do tend to flock together. 

Now it is time for Priscilla Licht and Bill Dorn to pass the torch. For 

the past three years they have been the hosts of coffee hour overseeing 

the sign-up sheet, starting the coffee and providing goodies when no 

one volunteered. We offer our heartfelt thanks to Priscilla and Bill, as 

well as to Charles Lovely, who recently has provided us with delicious 

delights. The tables they set up resembled a 

wedding reception at the Country Club! The 

parish is now inviting someone (or a couple) 

to serve as Hospitality Coordinator to over-

see planned parish events involving food, 

beverages, and the kitchen, such as our 

weekly coffee hour and other fellowship 

events. Please see Father Bob if you are 

interested in taking on this hospitality task.  

I’ll even bake some chocolate chip cookies and hobble over to the serving table with my cane! So I’ll look 

forward to seeing you in church and afterwards in the parish hall. I’ll be the one with the full plate!!  

Comments on Coffee Hour 

You’ve known her as the musician behind alto recorder, autoharp, and/

or hammered dulcimer in the Chancel. And recently she’s sung solo at 

the 10am service. And sometimes you won’t see her at Ascension be-

cause she’s performing elsewhere in the US or even the UK!But did 

you know that, along with being the wife of wonderful Charles Sny-

der in Ascension’s Adult Choir, Lucille Reilly is a recording artist? 

Her latest CD, “Contra-Intuitive”, where she plays hammered dulcimer 

with Jill Smith of Lancaster PA at the piano, was released just before 

Christmas last year. Lucille admits it makes great knitting and vacuum-

cleaner music, and while driving listeners have declared lead feet on 

the highway (Lucille says she is not responsible for speeding tickets incurred!). “Contra-Intuitive” is a 

smattering of long-playing, delightful fiddle tunes with improvised elements designed to make you 

kick up your heels and smile. Two tunes you may recognize on this CD are “Scotland the Brave” and 

“Golden Slippers” (the Hammered Dulcimer National Anthem). 

“Contra-Intuitive” joins Lucille’s solo CD, “Thus Sings My Soul,” released in 1998. “Thus Sings My 

Soul” is a compendium of hymns played on solo hammered dulcimer and four different autoharps (played 

one at a time!). The entire CD is set up like a church service, complete with offertory and postlude. The 

collection includes “Morning Has Broken”, “I Sing the Mighty Power of God”, “Stand Up for Jesus”, 

“How Great Thou Art”, and “Amazing Grace.”Catch up with Lucille or Charles at church and be the first 

on your block to own either or both of these wonderful CDs. You may also order from Lucille’s web site, 

http://www.thedulcimerlady.com. 

Lucille Reilly Releases New CD 



By Barb Watson 

Loaves and Fishes Sunday 2012 will be on July 29th. Every year, liturgical churches read the “The Feeding of the 

5,000” on the same Sunday. This is also called the story of “Loaves and Fishes”. Feeding 5,000 people is the only 

miracle, apart from the resurrection which is present in all four Gospels: Matthew 14:13-21, Mark 6:31-44, Luke 

9:10-17 and John 6:5-15.  

What happened that day? Events leading up to the miracle were intense: the twelve disciples just returned from their 

first big mission trip, and were anxious to tell Jesus all about the things they had done. Jesus, on the other hand, had 

just learned about the beheading of John and was grieving. Together, they all wanted to get away to a quiet place, 

removed from the crowds. Using a boat from the shore, they traveled to Bethsaida on the northeastern coast of the 

Sea of Galilee. Despite their best intention to find some peace and quiet, a crowd sees their boat depart and they 

hurry ahead to meet them when they land ashore. Jesus has compassion for the 

ambitious lot and decides to teach and minister to them. As the hours pass, hun-

ger begins to set in on the crowd. The impatient disciples suggest a rational idea. Jesus should cut 

the ministry short and send them away to get something to eat.  

Jesus is open for a miracle and challenges them: “You give them something to eat.” They said to 

him, “That would take eight months of a man’s wages! Are we to go and spend that much on bread 

and give it to them to eat?” “How many loaves do you have?” Jesus asked. “Go and see.” This 

seems ridiculous! They do take a skeptical inventory and find two fish and five loaves of bread. 

Being obedient and probably confused, the food is presented to Jesus. Jesus instructs everyone to 

sit on the grass in groups of about fifty, he blesses the food, and has it distributed. In each of the 

four gospels the event is reported in striking similarity. In the end, everyone ate their fill, the remainder was collected and there were 12 

baskets of left over. 

This summer marks the twenty-second year that the Episcopalian’s Loaves and Fishes food drive has supported Metro CareRing, a local 

hunger relief organization that operates one of Denver’s largest food pantries. Originally formed in 1974 by five downtown fa ith com-

munities, Metro CareRing now distributes two tons of nutritious food to nearly 500 people daily. Summer may seem like a laid back 

time, but for places like Metro CareRing it is a busy season; children are not receiving meals at school so, there are many more mouths 

to feed. 

In the last two years, eight Episcopalian Churches have taken Loaves and Fishes 

Sunday very seriously; St John’s Cathedral, St. Luke’s, St. Gabriel’s, St An-

drew’s, St. Thomas, Church of the Holy Redeemer, Christ’s Episcopal and 

Church of the Ascension. These eight churches combined have provided Metro 

CareRing 15,270 pounds of food in 2011 alone! I was in the basement helping 

receive this food last summer, and it was a vivid experiential Loaves and Fishes 

lesson with 15,270 pounds of food being unloaded, sorted, and stocked with an 

army of volunteers. Thankfully Metro CareRing hosted an ice cream social to 

sustain us! In 2010 and 2011, Ascension contributed 972 pounds of food and 

$910 to Metro CareRing during those years. This year the Episcopal Church 

and Metro CareRing have a new partner for the Loaves and Fishes Sunday: 

Whole Foods. On July 28 and 29th three churches (St John’s Cathedral, St. Gabriel, and Church of the Ascension) will team with 

Whole Foods Stores to pass out fliers to incoming shoppers and encourage them to add a few items to their grocery cart.  

Please consider supporting this event in any number of ways: 

“Shop to End Hunger” on July 28 and July 29 from 9am to 6pm 

Whole Food, Capitol Hill (St. John’s)  

Whole Foods, Glendale (St. Gabriel the Archangel) 

Whole Foods, West Wash Park (Church of the Ascension) 

Encourage your faith community to collect non-perishable food and/or financial contributions on Loaves and Fishes Sun-

day.  

Attend a free BBQ and take a tour of Metro CareRing on July 29th between 11:00 to 2:00 to learn more about hunger re-

lief in Downtown Denver.  

Metro CareRing encourages donations of low-sodium, no trans-fat, healthy foods for the benefit of their clients. Donations of peanut 

butter, tuna, whole-wheat pasta, spaghetti sauce and breakfast items are most needed at this time. Metro CareRing’s Virtual Food  Drive 

webpage is also a great way to give: http://fooddrive.metrocarering.org. For more info, contact Ryan Galanaugh Food Resources Direc-

tor, at rgalanaugh@metrocarering.org or 303-350-3663. Check out Metro CareRing’s website at www.metrocarering.org 
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Volunteer Hospitality Coordinator  

 Beginning June 1st, 2012 

Someone called with gifts of organization, hospitality and creating community within the 

church 

Someone who will recruit, train and give loving guidance to those hosting coffee hours in the 

parish hall 

Someone who will bring vision and management to larger parish functions utilizing re-

sources and donated food 

Someone sharing sustainable practices to conserve consumable products and lessen our impact on the environment  

Please let Father Bob know of your interest (rector@ascensiondenver.org) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communications Coordinator 

Oversee the diverse channels of information and updates in order to promote a clear and inviting message from the Ascen-

sion parish 

Supervise other volunteers responsible for the Parish Post, weekly Parish News, Website, Directories and other mailings  

Connect seekers wanting to learn more about Ascension through newcomer information and the website with accessible 

and effective communication 

Work with our Informational Technology contractors to improve the electronic and on-line capabilities of the Ascension 

parish 

Assist the Music Director search process with timely information 

Work closely with Fr. Grubbs in building a strong Ascension community 

Please contact Father Bob or Roz Dudden if you are interested 

Coordinators Needed at the Church of the Ascension 

Publication Statement 

The Parish Post is a publication of the Church of the Ascension, Denver, Colorado. It is published seasonally four times a year. Copy-

right 2012. Editors: Rosalind Dudden and Molly Martin. 



 

600 Gilpin Street 

Denver, CO 80206 

Church Services 

Sunday - 8:00 am and 10:00 am 

Wednesday - 12:15 pm 

T HE  C H UR CH  O F TH E A S CE N SI O N,  

D E N V ER , C O 

Phone: 303-388-5978 

E-mail: Admin@ascensiondenver.org 

E-mail us from the website 

under Contact Us 

Ascension is a community of faith committed to 

share and grow in Christ’s love, bound together in 
worship, fellowship and ministry to others 

On the Web 

www.AscensionDenver.org 

Welcome to Tyler Ray and Peter McFarland were received and confirmed on Saturday, May 12, into the Episcopal Church in front of 

Bishop O'Neill at the High Plains Regional Confirmation at Christ Episcopal Church. Please welcome them into the Episcopal family.  

Confirmation is a rite of initiation, normally carried out through anointing and/or laying on of hands and prayer for the purpose of be-

stowing the gift of the Holy Spirit. Confirmation is seen as the sealing of the covenant made in Holy Baptism. Confirmation a lso be-

stows full membership in a local congregation upon the recipient.  

Confirmations Celebrated 

Peter McFarland, Tyler Ray, Bishop Robert O’Neill, Fr Bob Davidson 


