
Dear Brothers and Sisters of Ascension, 

On page 557 in the Book of Common Prayer, we read these words regarding the institution 

of a new rector: 

―Having committed yourself to this work, do not forget the trust of those 

who have chosen you. Care alike for young and old, strong and weak, rich 

and poor. By your words, and in your life, proclaim the Gospel. Love and 

serve Christ‘s people. Nourish them, and strengthen them to glorify God 

in this life and in the life to come.‖ 

When I read these words, I hear echoes of the vows that are made in the liturgy for 

holy matrimony. To my mind, this is wonderfully appropriate. On February 7 th, 

Bishop Rob O‘Neil phoned me in order to extend the call, made by your vestry, to 

serve as the 10th rector of Church of the Ascension, Denver. I knew at that very 

moment that this call was the most important and significant event in my life since 

I said ―I will‖ to my wife Meredith on our wedding day. 

As I write my first article for the Parish Post, I am filled with the same kind of 

joyful excitement and anticipation that a young couple has just a few months out 

from their wedding day. And the image and metaphor of a marriage and a banquet 

is what continues to shape my vision of our mutual life together, which is just be-

ginning. The Ascension search committee, vestry, interim rector, and each one of 
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Lucas and Meredith Grubbs 



you, have journeyed now for many months in the search for your new rector. You have worked, prayed and deliberated with 

great care. The Holy Spirit has guided you. With equal thought, prayer and discernment of God‘s will, Meredith and I have 

accepted this call with great joy and high hopes for our common life together. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ was very fond of likening the Kingdom of God to a wedding banquet. And a banquet is one of my per-

sonal favorite images for the well-being and bountiful joy that comes with living life in community and in the name of Christ. 

A banquet takes an immense amount of work in order to execute well. There are the farmers that grow the food, chefs that plan 

and prepare the meal, people who beautify the room and the tables, and guests to bring cheer and laughter and celebration. A 

banquet of fine food and well-aged wines doesn‘t happen over night. But the result is an experience where all work together, 

all feast together and the light and love of God are shown to be real and tangible in our world. It is precisely this kind of joyful 

cooperation and mutual hard work that I anticipate as a hallmark of my service and ministry with you. Even now the tables are 

being set and the feast is being made ready. 

In the months and years to come, there will be ample time for all of us to get to know each other. But for the moment, I will 

share with you a bit about me and about Meredith. I was raised in the north Idaho river town of Lewiston. I spent my under-

graduate years studying Spanish and religious studies at the University of Idaho in Moscow. My time there allowed me a year 

of studying abroad in Zaragoza, Spain. After college, I worked at the Moscow Food Co-Op and a local bookstore while I dis-

cerned my call to the priesthood. In 2003, I moved to New Haven, Connecticut in order to attend Yale/Berkeley Divinity 

School. While there, I spent a semester on exchange in Cambridge, England. I graduated and was ordained in 2005. In the 

same year, I took my first post as an assistant priest at Christ Church, New Haven where I would minister for two years before 

coming to Boise, Idaho to serve as Canon Pastor of St. Michael's Cathedral. In 2005, I also married Meredith. 

Meredith was raised on a small family farm in Lockwood, Missouri, where her parents still run the farm. She attended William 

Jewel College in Liberty, Missouri, where she majored in English. During her undergraduate she also spent a year abroad, in 

Cambridge, England. After graduation in 2001, she moved to Washington D.C. to work for the Harry S. Truman Scholarship 

Foundation. Wanting to continue in academia, she enrolled at Yale Divinity School in 2003, where we met. After graduating 

and working for the Yale University Press for a year, we relocated to Boise. Since we have been here, Meredith has pursued 

her Bachelor of Science in Nursing at Boise State University. She will become a licensed RN in the spring of this year. 

I realize that in the space allotted, it is impossible for you to get a full picture of who we are. But I wanted you to have at least 

a few of the facts about your new rector and his wonderful wife. But as with everything in life, what is more important than 

fact is truth. So I return to the quote from the beginning of the article and the metaphor of a banquet. This is the truth for your 

new rector: I will not forget the trust you have given me to be your rector. I will care for and nourish each and every one of 

you, as I know you will welcome and care for us. The work I now embark upon with you will begin, continue and finish with 

the Gospel as our standard and our guide. And together, as the Church of the Ascension, we will love and serve Christ‘s peo-

ple—ALL people—and glorify God in all that we do. These are the elements that are coming together for the wedding banquet 

of a lifetime. 

The opening course of that banquet will take place on Easter Sunday (April 8th) where I will appear with you all publicly for 

the first time as celebrant and preacher on that greatest of feast days. I wholeheartedly invite you all to come! I am eager to 

meet you and to begin our new life and work together. Then, once we have said our good byes in Boise, Meredith and I will 

take residence in the rectory in early July. As I mentioned in my earlier initial greeting that was recently read in church, I keep 

you all in my heart and in my prayers every single day. Please do the same for us as we eagerly anticipate our future with you. 

Jesus said, ―a man once gave a great banquet, and invited many; and at the time for the banquet he sent his servant to say to 

those who had been invited, ‗Come; for all is now ready.‖ Luke 14:16-17. 

Dear friends, we now begin this banquet, this feasting, this new life of faith, worship, joy and trust together. Jesus himself is 

our host. Come, for all is now ready! 

Your faithful servant, 

Fr. Lucas Michael Grubbs+ 
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February 22 Wednesday, Ash Wednesday Service with Imposition of Ashes, 12:15pm in the Chapel and 7pm in the Church. 

February 29  Wednesday Evenings in Lent, 5:30-7pm. 

March 4, Sunday, 8:00 am service and 10:00 am Intergenerational Service. 

March 7 Wednesday Evenings in Lent, 5:30-7pm. 

March 14 Wednesday Evenings in Lent, 5:30-7pm. 

March 21 Wednesday Evenings in Lent, 5:30-7pm. 

March 28 Last Wednesday Evening in Lent, 5:30-7pm. 

April 1 Sunday, Palm Sunday, 8am service and 10am service with Procession. 

April 4 Wednesday, Chapel service of Holy Eucharist, 12:15 pm. 

April 5 Thursday, Maundy Thursday with Foot Washing, 7pm. 

April 6 Friday, Good Friday services, 12 Noon and 7:00 pm. 

April 8 Sunday, Easter Celebrations 

  8 am Holy Eucharist 

  9am Brunch in the Parish Hall. 

  10am Easter Celebration with Baptisms, followed by an Easter Egg Hunt in Little Cheesman Park. 

 Celebrant and Preacher, The Rev. Lucas Grubbs. 

Regular Sunday Services at 8:00am and 10:00am throughout the season and on Wednesday at 12:15 pm. 

Lenten/Easter Schedule of Services 

“I invite you in the name of the Church, to the observance of a holy Lent, by self-

examination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self denial; and by reading and 

meditating on God’s holy Word.” (Book of Common Prayer, Ash Wed. Liturgy) 

The Church of the Ascension will be given a unique opportunity to deepen our own 

Lenten journey by gathering on 5 Wednesday evenings during Lent for worship, fel-

lowship and inspiring meditations. You can see the complete program on the attached 

flyer, which is also on display around the church. The theme, ―Many Paths to God‖ is 

intended to offer specific testimonies of spiritual leaders describing ways in which 

they have drawn closer to God through various disciplines and practices. 

The Ecumenical Catholic Community, Pax Christi, who have been meeting in our 

chapel on Sunday mornings at 9am will also be joining with us. Two of their leaders 

will be leading meditations and worship on two of the Wednesdays. This intermin-

gling will give our parish a chance to become better acquainted with Pax Christi and 

their distinctive faith community. 

Reviving the ancient practice of Stations of the Cross (a thirty minute liturgy of 

prayer and scripture following the road of passion for Christ) will allow us to reflect 

in the church on the symbols of each station displayed on the walls. A simple meal 

prepared by various ministry groups at Ascension and Pax Christi will lead into the 

speaker and meditation all of which ends at 7pm.  

I strongly encourage you to set aside at least one of these weeks (all of them if you can) to discover the importance of our Lenten Jour-

ney as we lead up to the great Paschal mystery of Christ‘s crucifixion and resurrection on Easter. 

Many Paths to God 
Wednesday Evenings in Lent 



From Walt Smith 

The Search Committee would like to thank the entire parish for your support during the rector search process. Specifically, we want to 

thank the nearly one hundred parishioners who completed the parish survey in the late summer of 2011. We also want to thank the Pro-

file Committee comprised of Claude Coffey, Jedeane Macdonald, Tyler Ray, and Buzz Schaumberg who compiled the survey results 

and, together with the Search Committee, developed our parish profile detailing the specific dimensions we seek in the new rector. This 

document guided us throughout each step of the search process. It was also a helpful source of information for rector candidates about 

Ascension and formed the basis for many of their questions about the parish. 

After a prayerful discernment process and lengthy visits with the top finalists, as you are aware, the Vestry chose Canon Lucas Grubbs 

as our next rector.  

We have appreciated your prayers throughout the process and want you to know we felt God‘s presence in our time together. As a com-

mittee, we are very excited and confident our parish will thrive under our new leader. 

Faithfully, 

The Ascension Search Committee  

Walt Smith (Chair), Betty Arkell, Ann Collier, Hank Dougan, Ann Dykes, Jim Hautzinger, Stephanie Johnson, Hazel Stevens Price, 

Raylene Decatur (Consultant to the Committee)  

You say "Goodbye" and I say "Hello‖. 

I don't know why you say "Goodbye", I say "Hello". 

(Hello, goodbye, hello, goodbye. Hello, goodbye.) 

I don't know why you say "Goodbye", I say "Hello". 

The Beetle‘s song written by John Lennon years ago captures some of what the 

Church of the Ascension is experiencing during this interim period since the depar-

ture of the former Rector in May 2011. We have been saying goodbye and hello not 

only to people but also to new ways of doing things and ways of looking at being 

the church.  

We have also said goodbye to some things, which perhaps we have cherished and 

now feel a bit uneasy about as we move into the future. Transition is never easy 

whether it is growing older and realizing there are things that don‘t come as easy 

anymore, or making the adjustments which having a new baby in a home requires.  

But in the spiritual realm, saying hello and saying goodbye is part of the divine 

rhythm which God has required within individuals, families and larger units such 

as the church and even the nation of Israel in the Old Testament from the beginning 

of time. 

The prophet Isaiah declared: “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. 

See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am mak-

ing a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland. (Isaiah 43: 18-19). 

In the next several months we will be saying hello to the 10th Rector of the Church of the Ascension, the Rev. Lucas Grubbs and his 

wife, Meredith. My experience with both of them during the Search and Vestry interview process was astounding. I believe in my heart 

that we may be privileged to have called one of the handfull of EXCEPTIONAL priests in the whole Episcopal Church. Your Search 

Committee and Vestry certainly felt that way as well. Along with saying hello, there will be challenges adjusting to changes a new Rec-

tor will bring. I pray that the willingness you have displayed with me introducing new things will extend to Father Grubbs. 

I will be also saying goodbye as your interim. ―You say ‗Goodbye‘ and I say ‗Hello‘‖. I look forward to continuing this transitional 

process in the months before Father Lucas comes among us. It‘s part of the divine rhythm, it‘s part of the experience of life, it‘s part of 

deepening our love for one another and for the God who ―first loved us‖. 

Father Bob Davidson 

Interim Insights 

Ascension Search Committee Winter Update 
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A group of committed members of this adult faith formation class has continued following the 10am service lead by Father Bob and 

Rachel Patrick. Anyone is welcome to attend. Several of the members will be traveling to another Episcopal Church this spring for con-

firmation and reception into the Episcopal Church. Look for more details to follow. 

Deep Waters: Conversations on Faith 
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Ascension‘s spiritual director, Al Starkey and John Otte, a clinical psychologist here in Denver 

have opened a new practice called Soundings which provides an approach to the development of 

the whole person through small group process, individual therapy, and spiritual direction. The 

group therapy sessions will be held here in the library on Tuesday evenings beginning in early 

March. The unique aspect of their approach is the explicit consciousness of and dependence on 

the spiritual dimension within the group and individual therapy environments.  

John is a clinical psychologist with over 25 years of experience as a psychotherapist and assess-

ment specialist. His areas of expertise are mood disorders, addictions, and spiritual psychother-

apy. John has an intimate knowledge of the twelve steps and he has worked through the years to 

integrate this knowledge and experience into his practice as a psychologist. He holds a Psy. D. 

degree in clinical psychology. 

Al is a personal development specialist and spiritual director. He has combined over 20 years of 

experience as an organizational psychology consultant with over 10 years of training and experi-

ence in the fields of Jungian psychology, organizational psychology and spiritual direction to 

create his unique practice. He holds an M. S. degree in Organizational Psychology. 

Should you be interested in finding out more, you can visit their web site at 

www.soundings2.wordpress.com or give Al a call at 303-524-5327. 

New Offering 

http://www.soundings2.wordpress.com/


From James E. "Jeb" Barrett, Music Associate, Organist & Choir Director 

Come, let us sing to the Lord, * let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. (Psalm 95:1) 

We have been reminded over the years that Lent is a good time to take on something new or recommit to something in ministry, i.e. 

meeting a real or perceived need. It is no longer seen only as a time to give up something. So, I‘d like to invite everyone to think of 

ways to grow our music ministry.  

Perhaps you know of someone who would enjoy and could benefit this ministry, 

and if so, why not give them a word of encouragement to at least give the choir a 

try, or if you play or know someone who plays an instrument, encourage him or 

her to let me know so we can incorporate them, their skills and talents into our 

corporate efforts to glorify God in this place. 

Music has always been an important part of the life and liturgy of Church of the 

Ascension, and we are fortunate to have a core of truly dedicated and faithful 

musicians who give of their time, talent and treasure to lead congregational re-

sponse to our God and to make beautiful musical offerings on behalf of the entire 

called and gathered community.  

Danish theologian Soren Kierkegaard likened worship to theatre, but he said that 

we tend to think of up-front people (ministers, musicians, and preachers) as the 

actors, God as ‗prompter‘ (from whom the leaders seek the Spirit‘s help), and 

congregation as the audience (receiving, hopefully positively, what is done). 

Don‘t we all recognize this scenario?  

However, he offers a diametrically different perspective: in worship, the congre-

gation are the actors, the leaders are the prompters, seeking to enable them to 

offer a ‗spiritual act of worship‘ that is acceptable to God, who is the ‗audience‘. 

This is a deep insight. It demonstrates the vital importance of worshippers being alert, informed, expectant; aiming to please God them-

selves, rather than to be pleased by the leaders. 

For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his band.* Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

[Psalm 95:7] 

I invite you to think and pray about what I have written and let the Spirit within guide your response. Blessed are we in Christ! 
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A Lenten Invitation  
to join our Music Ministry, the Ascension Choir  
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From Elinor Davis 

When Roz requested articles for the Post about how we spend our time, I immediately thought of 

dog walking. When not baking fattening cookies, making pottery at the senile citizens center, or 

reading the latest best seller, I am walking my mixed breed Scotador named Penny. Many in the 

parish have dogs. Dorothy Percy drops by with Bobby. Margi and Tim Holcomb‘s new border 

collie puppy, Raife, is growing fast. He named the English composer, Ralph Von Williams. Joan 

Casey has been involved with animal welfare most of her career and she has two dogs, Roxy, an 

8 year old black and white English Springer Spaniel and Libby, a 10 year old Nova Scotia Duck 

Tolling Retriever. Molly Martin and Patrick Williams take care of Pooh Bear, a cuddly Bichon 

Frise. 

Jim Hautzinger and Hazel Stevens Price both lost their canine companions and hopefully will 

soon replace them. Cary Sims and his dachshund moved up the street. The Hammerbergs have 

two Dobermans and Jack the greyhound lives on their street. He comes by and is so tall, Penny 

thinks he is a horse! Nancy Yeaman is taking her labradoodle, Porsche, to agility class. Laurie 

Larsen walks Finn, time permitting. 

So if you want to get out of the house, get some excise, make new friends, discover new breeds, 

then get a dog. Then you can drop by my place and I‘ll soon be able to pour you a glass of Two 

Buck Chuck. 

 From Celeste Deleon 

I am happy to report things are going well. With the big ―clean up‖ in the office 

and around the church I feel confident that things will continue to improve. I 

want to express my gratitude to everyone who I work with. Father Bob, Rachel, 

and Jeb are great! I wouldn‘t change a thing. We work together like a well-oiled 

machine. I‘m happier in my work life than I‘ve ever been. I know change is 

coming but I will embrace that and take it as a new chapter in my life. With the 

Mardi Gras celebration fast approaching, we‘ll be moving right into Lent. I al-

ways look forward to Holy week. Even though it is extremely busy, there‘s a 

certain buzz in the air.  

On a personal note, my family is thriving! Angel is 20 months and loves Bright 

Star. Noel, my 14 year old just finished swim team and is doing well in the IB 

program at George Washington High School. Roman, my 11 year old is in 5th 

grade at Graland Country Day School. Besides schoolwork, he enjoys his bas-

ketball and baseball teams. Gil, my husband, is still the love of my life. He and I go together like peanut butter and jelly. We do a lot of 

tag teaming and still seem to laugh and play together. He‘s with Adams County Probation and in his spare time coaches my son‘s base-

ball team. He‘s a great dad. All in all, God is good. I still wake up every day thanking Him for all He‘s given me. I‘m happy to be a part 

of His perfect plan He gave me.  
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On Dog Walking 

Greetings from the Ascension church office! 

T H E P A R IS H P OST  

Elinor and Penny 

Joan and Roxie Patrick, Molly  

and Pooh Bear 

Joan‘s Libby Holcomb‘s Raife Nancy‘s Porsche 



Amy Leonard points out that it really is a Small World. 

I have been a parent for 14 years and my children have attended Slavens Elementary School in 

Denver since they were both in kindergarten. It is a wonderful school with a close community 

much like Ascension. Recently, I was volunteering at school and found our own Molly Martin 

sitting in the auditorium awaiting a performance by her granddaughter. Turns out that Molly's 

daughter is one of my friends and that her granddaughter worked with my daughter Grace in the 

classroom. Small world! 

I was pleased to find these connections and feel so lucky to be part of this great family and of 

God's great family. At Ascension we are a community and need to continue to strive to be en-

gaged. Let us all remember just how small the world is and let us look for the connections and 

paths that lead us on our walk with the Lord. 

 

 

Robin McDougal reports that she has taken 20 trips with Road Scholars Travel. She just completed a trip 

to Burlingame, CA, for a ―Study of the Music of Mozart and the Art of Rome,‖ followed by visits with 

both her sons, Neil and John. Neil Schneper is her eldest son and teaches at the University of California, 

Santa Cruz. John is a swim coach at Santa Clara Swim Club and Los Gatos Swim Club. In March she will 

attend the Philadelphia Flower Show and April 5th-21st,will be on a ―Bike and Barge‖ trip in and around 

Paris, France that is! Somewhere in there she has time to volunteer as a chalice minister at the 8 am ser-

vice. Way to go, Robin! 

 

 

 

Jonathan and Kandyce Pinckney report that they will be returning to Denver in April. Jonathan will be attending DU's Korbel School for 

International Studies in the fall. This is pretty exciting for them. They have a prayer request for traveling mercies and for god's guidance 

and favor in finding jobs when they get back. 

 

Laurie Larsen has a message and many thanks for the congregation. ―Greg and I would like to thank all the wonderful parishioners who 

have sent cards, been part of the Food Ministry (chaired by the remarkable Diane Ipsen) and all the others who have dropped by with 

something yummy. One thing to know about Greg right now is that while he is failing physically, he has no pain and still loves to 

eat! There would have been lots more canned soup if it had just been up to me. But most of all we thank you for your continued prayers 

and kind thoughts. We know we are blessed by being part of the Ascension family.‖ 

News you can use... 
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Amy Leonard and Rachel Patrick 
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From Rachel Patrick, Youth and Children‘s Ministries Coordinator 

In his book The Return of the Prodigal, Henri Nouwen reflects that our lives make up a series of opportunities to ―receive love, deepen 

love, grow in love, and give love.‖ In the next few weeks, we are invited to strengthen our communal life in discipleship and service. 

Beginning on Tuesday, February 21, the youth of Ascension invite you to celebrate a Mardi Gras Evening of dinner and music. Mr. 

Charles Lovely will be catering a New Orleans style dinner and the band EMR (Electronic Medical Record), featuring our own Dr. Don 

Rollins, will perform. The proceeds of this evening will support our youth in mission and outreach this summer. 

In addition, on the five Wednesdays during Lent, there will be both adult and youth discipleship opportunities. While adults reflect on 

the many paths that we all take to find God, youth will focus on spiritual practices. During this time, the youth will create prayer sta-

tions, design icons to give to our homebound parishioners, and make prayer beads. These lessons will help broaden our language for 

prayer and understanding of how we connect with God. 

Even as we receive and grow in God‘s love, we will also 

have the opportunity to give love. On March 9, Ascen-

sion youth will partner with the youth of several other 

area parishes to serve at Denver Urban Ministries by 

sorting and packing donated food. Our Lenten journey 

will culminate with a Christian Seder celebration on 

Palm Sunday and a youth-oriented Stations of the Cross 

in Cheesman Park on Good Friday. As we rearrange our 

lives and hearts to make room to meet God during Lent, 

whether by giving up or taking on something, I hope that 

you will consider taking these opportunities to go inward 

to God and receive love and return that love outward in 

community and fellowship to your fellow parishioners 

and neighbors.  

God‘s peace and I‘ll see you in church. 

Receive Love, Deepen Love, Grow in Love, and Give Love 

From Amy Leonard 

Lately, you may have noticed that we have added a children's sermon to the 10 am service. Thanks to Father Bob, we are offering a spe-

cial gospel message that is specifically geared towards the kids. The sermons often tell a story and are sometimes interactive, but serve 

to engage the kids in the service in a direct and meaningful way. These sermons have also served as a guide for further discussion dur-

ing our faith formation classes. Even if we 

have another topic to discuss, we can use 

the sermons to connect to the gospel. We 

have enjoyed hearing from some of you that 

adults are also getting something out of 

these messages. As we move forward, we 

hope to continue to spread the word of the 

Lord to all in our midst and that the children 

will return to hear the "good news".  

Children's Faith Formation - The Children's Sermon 



The Outreach table and collection baskets for the St. Francis Center, St. Clare‘s Ministries, and The MetroCareRing have moved to the 

alcove across from the church office. Don‘t forget to bring toiletries, new or used clothing and non-perishable foods to the church and it 

will be taken to these ministries. 

Members of the Outreach Committee helped host a training on February 18th for the Capitol Hill Women‘s Homelessness Initiative (see 

next page). On February 19th, the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society's Team IN Training Second Annual Mardi Gras Cabaret Fundraiser 

was held in Ascension's Parish Hall. MetroCareRing‘s volunteer night is the second Tuesday of each month, 5:30-8:00 pm. Contact 

Barb Watson for more information. The St. Clare‘s Supper team serves food on the First Tuesday, 5:15-7:00 pm. Contact Joan Casey if 

you are interested. The Outreach Committee meets the last Sunday of the month at 8:50 in the Parish Hall . The next meeting is on Feb-

ruary 26th. Anyone is welcome to sit in. 

On February 26th, Deacon Melanie Christopher, Managing Director of St. Clare‘s Ministries, is going to wor-

ship with us and present the church with a certificate of appreciated for all out support over the years. Joan 

Casey is the coordinator and she and Dorothy Wilson have been serving dinner for about eight years. Roz 

Dudden and Jim Mills have been going for 3 years and Nancy Yeaman joined us this year. In the past, the 

Holcomb family served. Ascension has donated money to St. Clare's and Roz Dudden serves on the Board of 

Directors. 

The MetroCareRing has posted on the Web two calendars for Lent and Spring for prayer, meditation, and 

inspiration. From their website: ―Though the weather has been cool, spring is just around the corner and soon 

we‘ll enter the season of Lent. As we move into this season, it is time to slow down, self-reflect, and focus on 

renewal for ourselves and our world. Lent is the forty weekdays from Ash Wednesday until Easter. Tradition-

ally, it is a time of preparation of the believer – through prayer, penance, almsgiving and self-denial. It is in 

imitation of Jesus' fast for 40 days in the wilderness.  

Lent is not just about giving things up. It‘s also about adding good things to our lives or to others‘ lives and 

being appreciative of all we have been given. This Lent, we encourage you to follow and share the Lenten 

Blessings Calendar. It is full of daily reminders of the graces in our lives and ways to give back to others. A 

secular calendar is also provided to be shared with all faith traditions and individuals. May these assist you in 

reflection and thanksgiving.‖ Find links to both calendars here: http://www.metrocarering.org/get-involved/

springblessings2012. 
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Outreach Update 
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Deacon Melanie 

Colorado Haiti Project 



In October, a call was put out by St. John‘s Cathedral to look at the concern of more and more homeless women with no place to find a 

safe and warm place for the night. What began was a consortium of interfaith congregations, including the Church of the Ascension, 

from the greater Capitol Hill Community and beyond, a member of City Council and a representative from the Denver Road Home, who 

worked together to see what we might be able to do. This consortium has 

created a system of overnight sites of warmth, hospitality and safety for up to 

twenty women who are homeless. 

This effort is being facilitated through Capitol Hill United Ministries with 

hopes to offer safe shelter for these women on an interim basis. Each night, 

one of seven sites would provide space to sleep up to 20 women. Other com-

munities, such as the Church of the Ascension, that have no space to offer are 

supporting the initiative by providing volunteers, finances and other needed 

help. 

In our development work, we continued to keep our three communities before 

us so this initiative would be successful and hopefully be a model for other 

areas. The three communities are: 

The community of those women who are homeless who are to be served,  

The congregational/site communities, and  

The neighborhood communities. 

Five of the seven nights have been spoken for and there are still several sites deciding for the other two nights. Volunteer training for 70 

people was held February 18th at Ascension. Dorothy Wilson, Joan Casey, Roz Dudden and 

Jedeane McDonald hosted the event with the help of Father Bob. 

Sundays: To be determined 

Mondays: St. John's Episcopal Cathedral, 1350 Washington Street 

Tuesdays: Cleaves Memorial C M E Church, 2222 Marion Street  

Wednesdays: Capitol Heights Presbyterian / 10:30 Catholic Community, 1100 Fill-

more Street 

Thursdays: To be determined 

Fridays: St. Andrew‘s Episcopal Church, 2015 Glenarm Place 

Saturdays: Christ‘s Body Ministries, 850 Lincoln Street 

The program is due to start at the beginning of March and operate for 8 weeks. After that there will be an extensive evaluation with the 

plan to re-open with phase II in the fall. 

Ascension supports the Women’s Homelessness Initiative 
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Facts about Women and Homelessness 

There are more and more women sleeping on our Denver streets, in very dangerous situations. Due to the economy more 

people have moved into poverty and homelessness. Women and women with children who are homeless are becoming a 

fast growing population. 

Women are the invisible homeless population. There are less beds for women and women with children who are homeless 

than for any other population. 

Overnight shelter is needed now for people who are homeless in Metro Denver. Without shelter, the homeless become 

frostbitten and are more vulnerable to abuse, grave illness and death. Women are at particular risk of violence and abuse 

on the streets.  

A recent count found 850 women in the Denver Metro area who would be considered homeless on a given night. There 

are fewer than 125 shelter beds that exist for Women in the Metro-Denver area. 

Shelters around the city have been overfilled since August. Efforts to organize permanent shelter sites have not been ade-

quate to the need.  

Help is needed now. It‘s a matter of faith and justice. The Women‘s Homelessness Initiative is responding to this need. 



The Annual Meeting of the Church of the Ascension was held on Sunday January 29, 2012. Opening with a prayer, Father Bob David-

son led those present through the agenda. The agenda and all reports are available on the Church Website. The Clergy reported their 

activities, Interim Rector Rev. Bob Davidson, Assisting Priest Rev. Cass Strotheide, and Deacon Rev. Bobbie Girardin. These reports 

were followed by reports and thanks from the Senior Warden, Eric Hammerberg and Junior Warden, Tison Cory. Various ministry 

heads gave reports or were acknowledged. Kent Winker was introduced as the Interim treasurer. The budget for 2012 was presented.  

The parish presented a gift and a hearty thank you for dedicated service by the three outgoing Vestry members: Paul Abdoo, Jan Ferrell 

and Robert Bailey. Betsy Wahlberg was also thanked for her service as Vestry clerk. The parish unanimously elected three new Vestry 

members for three year terms: Cynthia Shannon, Ann Collier and Don Rawlins.  

Following the calling of the new Rector, Eric Hammerberg also announced the completion of his three years as Senior Warden to the 

Vestry at its February 15 meeting. Eric has been indispensible during the interim and calling process and gave his "steady hand" to the 

parish that he has loved so dearly. The Vestry decided to absorb the duties of the Senior Warden within its existing officers and mem-

bers and keep the Senior Warden office open until the new Rector has had time to appoint someone after his arrival. The Church of the 

Ascension cannot thank Eric and the outgoing Vestry members enough for their service and dedication to the ministry of our parish." 

Following the benediction and adjournment, parishioners were invited to tour the improvements to the Rectory. 
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Report of the Annual Meeting 
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From Kathleen Reilly 

Fr. Bob came up with a wonderful idea for the empty vesti-

bule space at the south entrance to the church. You may re-

member that it was enlarged when the staircase was removed 

as part of the renovations done to the sanctuary in 2010. It has 

been empty ever since waiting a stroke of brilliance. Enter Fr. 

Bob who suggested that we convert it into an indoor medita-

tion garden.  

We contacted HMK Florists, who provide the altar flowers 

each week; within days we had a design and a transformed 

space. Jedeane Macdonald remembered that we still had the 

benches that used to be on the altar, and HMK incorporated 

them into the garden. They are perfect for the space and carry 

artifacts that once were on the altar to an alternative location 

within the church and a new life.  

Please stop by and take a look at the new garden. It is a tran-

quil, versatile space, which will be a place for meditation and 

prayer, or simply escaping the cold or heat while waiting to be 

picked up. The flower urns selected will enable us to change 

out the flowers to coincide with the liturgical seasons and 

special occasions such as weddings. For example, we're thinking of stringing lights in the tree at Christmas. Hats off to Kent at HMK 

Florists for his creativity, the enthusiasm with which he undertook this project, and the speed with which he completed it.  

We are awaiting the delivery of a 33" cast stone statue of St. Francis, which will replace the loaner that stands under the tree now. The 

size and weight of the statue will allow our little ones to hug him and pet the animals that surround him without knocking him over. At 

150 pounds, he will be theft-resistant as well. The St Francis statue is expected to arrive within the next two to three weeks. When he 

arrives, we will need help taking him from the truck to the vestibule; the deliverers don't do this with heavy articles. If any of the folks 

who unloaded the organ are still around, we could use your strength and ingenuity - he's not near the challenge the organ was, and there 

are only the curb and three steps to mount.  

Our special thanks and recognition to Fr. Bob who conceived the idea and to Kent Choiniere at HMK Florists who made it a reality. Let 

us know what you think about the new St. Francis Meditation Garden; it's still a work in progress and we welcome your input. 

St. Francis Indoor Meditation Garden 
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From Stephanie Johnson 

Quick! Who lights the way for Christ every Sunday at Ascension? 

Why, it‘s our acolytes, of course, as they carry the torches in procession at the beginning of the wor-

ship service. Our acolytes also light the gospel book during the appointed reading and they act as in-

termediaries for the congregation‘s offering of gifts and sacrament. Additionally, they assist the 

priests and deacon in preparation for the high point of the worship service – the Eucharist.  

What an important role for the children of the parish! They‘re learning first-hand about the Episcopal 

Church and developing a sense of sanctity for worship. The Ascension acolyte program is in full 

swing right now. Thanks to the participating families, namely the Alijani‘s, the Butlers, the Leonards, 

Cherubini‘s, Cory‘s, Meads and the Cole/Schauers, we have an active group of children growing up in 

the program. We would, however, love to get more kids involved. It‘s a light commitment and the 

acolytes serve only during the school year. 

Interested children may start the program at 

anytime; on the job training is happily pro-

vided. You may contact vergers Stephanie 

Johnson and Kerry Girardin or youth coordina-

tor, Rachel Patrick for more information. 

Ascension’s Awesome Acolytes 


