
Thanksgiving 
November. 23, Wednesday, 7:30pm, Thanksgiving eve, join a combined service with Ascen-
sion and St. Barnabas at 1280 Vine. Fr. Bob is the preacher with a joint choir, singing tradi-
tional hymns of the season, followed by a pie social. Please bring a pie to share afterwards 
with our neighboring parish. 

Advent 
November 27, Sunday, following the 10am service. In celebration of Advent, a six week’s 
adult class will begin, titled, “A Thrill of Hope: the Christmas Story in Word and Art.” There 
will be three weeks in December and three weeks in January. Mother Cass will focus on art-
work created around the significant events of these seasons using material by artist, John Au-
gust Swanson. Please plan to attend and get books at the first class for a nominal price. 

December 4, Sunday, 10:00 am, will welcome a special guest 
for the children as we celebrate the feast of Nicholas, Bishop of 
Myra, Turkey. Mite boxes will be given to the children to raise 
money for needy children in Jerusalem and Haiti. 

Remember others, as this year we are sponsoring 48 residents 
for the Fleece Navidad ministry. We are providing comfortable 
fleece outfits for North Star Community, Brookshire House and 
Aurora Care Center. The Giving Tree will be assembled follow-
ing Thanksgiving weekend. If you would like additional infor-
mation, please contact Jack Moore, 303-995-5046 

December 17, Saturday, 10:00 am, the Altar Guild will be 
decorating the church for Christmas. Volunteers are needed to 
put up greens on wall sconces and screens. Contact Jedeane 
Macdonald. 

December 17, Saturday, 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm, Epicenter event: Ascension youth, children, and 
families are invited at a Christmas party. Check the Bulletin for details. 

December 18, Sunday, 10:00am. Service of Lessons and Carols. Traditional seasonal music 
followed by Holiday Brunch. 

Christmas 
December 24, Saturday, 5:00pm. Christmas Eve Service. Come at 4:30 pm for a Carol Sing 
followed by a family oriented celebration 

December 24, Saturday, 9:00pm. Christmas Eve Service. Come at 8:30 pm for a Carol Sing 
followed by a traditional candlelight celebration 

December 25, Sunday, 9:00 am. Christmas Day Service 

January 1, 2012, Sunday, 9:00 am. New Year’s Day First Sunday of Christmas and Feast of 
Holy Name 

January 6, Friday, 6:30pm. Epiphany Service of Light. Contemplative 12th night Eucharist 
and Taize music. 

Join Your Ascension Family  
in This Festive Season 

Inside this issue — see page 3 T
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Advent Lighting of the Wreath 

On Wednesday, November 23, beginning at 7:30pm. the Church of the Ascension will share its traditional Thanksgiving service with a 
neighboring Episcopal parish, St. Barnabas at 1280 Vine in Denver.  Father Bob Davidson will be preaching assisted by clergy from 
Ascension and St. Barnabas at the celebration of the Eucharist.  Our choir will combine with theirs for a seasonal anthem and memora-
ble Thanksgiving hymns.  Each person coming is invited to bring a pie to share for the reception following in their parish hall.  Come 
experience worship in another Episcopal church this Thanksgiving. 

Thanksgiving Eve Service with St. Barnabas 

At the 10am. Service, on the Second Sunday in Advent, December 4, a special guest will make 
his appearance to help remember the importance of Advent as we care for children and for the 
poor. Children will be told the historic story of Saint Nicholas (Bishop of Myrna in Turkey) 
who would later be the model for Santa Claus. Mite boxes will be passed out for collecting 
money by the children during Advent for the needs of children in the Middle East and in Haiti. 

December 4, Saint Nicholas Day 

Each Wednesday from 12:15-12:45pm in the chapel, Father Bob invites both parishioners and members of the larger com-
munity to receive a special ministry of healing. This intimate service includes a litany for healing, anointing and laying on of 
hands, a shared reflection on the Sunday readings, and a blessing of the sacrament of the Body and Blood of Christ. For 
more information, contact Father Bob or just come and experience this unique midweek spiritual boost. 

Midweek Healing Service 

The term mite box (also know as an alms box or poor box) refers to a box 
that is used to save coins for charitable purposes. Contemporary mite boxes 
are usually made of cardboard and given out to church congregations. The 
mite boxes are collected by the church and donations are given to the poor. 
The Mite box giving promotes the spirit of contributing based on the intent to 
help others and not on the monetary amount. The term mite is defined as a 
very small contribution or amount of money or a coin of very small value.  

Beginning on November 27 prior to the processional hymn, a lighting of the Advent wreath (next to the altar in the 
front) will take place along with the singing of O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

Different families will be assisting in the lighting as we remember the four weeks of Advent.  The word Advent is 
from the Latin adventus, for "coming" and is associated with the four weeks of preparation for Christmas. Advent 
always contains four Sundays, beginning on the Sunday nearest the feast of St. Andrew the Apostle, (November 30) 
and continuing until December 24. It blends together a penitential spirit, very similar to Lent, a liturgical theme of 
preparation for the Second and Final Coming of the Lord, called the Parousia, and a joyful theme of getting ready 

for the Bethlehem event. 

Advent speaks of preparation, readiness, expectant waiting, and hope. It can be said that Advent is the best mirror of what a life of 
faith entails on a day-to-day basis. For we are called to live our lives firmly on the ground of human experience, but in the trusting con-
text that God's promised new life emerges whenever God is kept at the center. We are called to live our lives in the world but not be of 
the world. 

The traditional color of Advent is purple or blue (in some Episcopal churches) which symbolizes the penitential spirit. Religious tradi-
tions associated with Advent express all these themes. 



Following the 10am service on December 4, Father Bob is inviting anyone who has recently begun attending Ascension 
to join him for a light brunch to learn more about the parish, ways of becoming connected, and to meet other newcom-
ers. There is no need for an R.S.V.P. but special invitations have been sent out to newcomers. If you are aware of some-
one you would like to attend, please invite them to this special welcoming event. 

Father Bob Davidson 

November 27 marks the First Sunday of Advent and the first day of the seasonal calendar of the 
church. I have always thought Christians get a bit of a jump start on the New Year’s resolution 
because we are offered the season of Advent to reflect about our lives and the past year as we  
approach the January 1st threshold. 

With the season of Advent and Christmas, God is declaring a Fresh Start. The prophecies we will 
hear in Advent and the proclamation of John the Baptist emphasize that God is breaking into the 
world in a new extraordinary manner by his own flesh and blood. The Fresh Start comes in an 
unexpected way. Rather than trampling down the enemy and installing himself on a throne, God 
chooses to enter into the hearts and lives of those who receive God knowing that they will never 
be the same! 

The Church of the Ascension is embarking on a Fresh Start as well. Trust me (or trust God) we 
will never be the same! In this season of Advent and Christmas, God is once again echoing those profound words from John’s gospel, 
“to all who received him God gave them power to become God’s children” (John 1:12). We are being invited to receive the good news 
of God’s Fresh Start among us. Just as with those in first century Palestine where God entered human history, the Church of the     
Ascension has been experiencing some unsettling of its former ways as it embraces an uncertain future. 

From my vantage point as the Interim Rector, here are a few exciting developments I see within Ascension as a Fresh Start is taking 
hold during these last several months: 

Saying goodbye to dear ones in our lives is making room for saying hello to others 
Trying on new things in the church allows us to experience God in a new way 
Even with new leadership, many of the familiar things remain comforting 
Welcoming new families and members attracted to Ascension is reassuring 
Trusting those calling our new rector has allowed us to not be anxious but hopeful 

May each of you make room this Advent and Christmas season for the “word made flesh” who was announced by the voices from   
earliest times up through the angels. 

“Glory to God in the Highest, and Peace to God’s People on Earth!” 

Newcomer’s Brunch  

Interim’s Insights: 
Making a Fresh Start with the Church’s New Year? 
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Greg Larsen 

Sunday morning, December 18, 2011, 10:00am 

In the early 20th century the Rev. Eric Milner-White created a meditative service 
interweaving lessons from scripture with music reflecting upon those lessons. It 
was intended to tell the stories of the Advent season in a new way. Most of us are 
familiar with the Christmas Eve broadcast of the Festival of Nine Lessons and Car-
ols from King’s College, Cambridge. That was the model for this Advent service. 

The Advent service attempts to elevate us from the commercialism of piped-in 
Christmas music heard everywhere during the “shopping season.” In the words of 
Rev. Milner-White, this service is “not to celebrate Christmas, but to expect it.” What better way to anticipate the birth of our Lord and 
Savior than through this Intergenerational Advent Lessons and Music Service at Ascension. 

Mark your calendar! Monday, January 9! The Church of the Ascension is pleased to host the Emmy-nominated Ne-
braska Wesleyan University Choir select voice ensemble in concert on Monday, January 9, 2012, at 7:30 PM. We are 
looking for host families to each take 2 students overnight and to provide breakfast the next morning. Approximately 
27 host families will be needed. If you are able to help out, please contact Dr. Doris Kimbrough at 303-408-3244. We 
are honored that this renowned vocal ensemble has chosen Ascension as one of its performance venues, and look for-
ward to some inspiring music. 
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A Service of Advent Lessons and Music 

Nebraska Wesleyan University Choir to Sing at Ascension 
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Greg Larsen 

At services on November 6th, Jeb Barrett was introduced as the new Music 
Associate working directly with Greg Larsen at Ascension. Jeb’s duties will 
include accompanying rehearsals on Thursdays, leading music at the 8am ser-
vice and assisting Greg and the choir at the 10am service. Ascension is very 
lucky to have someone with such immense talent and experience. I’ve served 
with Jeb on the Executive Board of the Denver Chapter of the American Guild 
of Organists and admire his finesse as an organist and his broad knowledge of 
Episcopal liturgy. Please introduce yourself to Jeb to join me in welcoming him 
to our parish family. Here are some interesting details about our newest staff 
member:  

James E. “Jeb” Barrett, MS, MA, moved to the Colorado in 2005 from Spokane, 
Washington, where he served from 1991 to 2001 as Organist and Director of 
Music at The Cathedral of Our Lady of Lourdes. In January 2010, he retired as 
Organist and Choir Director at Christ Church Episcopal, Denver.  He holds de-
grees from the University of Montana and the Juilliard School, with additional 
studies at the Staatliche Hochschule für Musik in Frankfurt am Main, Germany. 
His teachers have included Helmut Walcha, Vernon deTar, Claire Coci, Edgar 
Hilliar, Lawrence Perry and Richard Westenburg. During the years of Prayer 
Book and Hymnal revision, Jeb was Chairperson of the Committee on Church 
Music for the Diocese of Maryland, and served on a Hymnal sub-committee with The Rev. Reginald Fuller.  He is an active member of 
the American Guild of Organists, serving as a Chapter Dean, District Convener, and Regional Councillor (Northwest Region). In Den-
ver, he has served on the Chapter Program Committee, as a judge and teacher for the Chapter Scholarship Program, and as Chapter Sec-
retary. He is currently a freelance teacher, composer and recitalist. He is also a retired mental health and addictions counselor, and he is 
the Colorado Director of the Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests (SNAP). 

Jeb Barrett Joins Ascension Staff as Music Associate 



 

 

 

Peter McFarland is 26 years old and is relatively new to Ascension. Peter grew up in Indi-
ana, and was raised Lutheran by his parents, Brian and Martha. He has one brother, Roy, 
and lives with his Basset Hound, Abigail.  He just passed the Colorado bar exam and is now 
a licensed attorney.  Peter is currently working on his LL.M. in taxation from University of 
Denver. He is excited about his involvement in Deep Waters. At the end of the class, he will 
be received into the Episcopal Church. 

Launching the fall Stewardship campaign at Ascension on Sunday, No-
vember 13, John Kundts said, “We are not standing still, treading water. 
The Church of the Ascension is moving forward into a bright future”. In 
the weeks leading up to the in-gathering of pledges on December 18, called 
Consecration Sunday, members are asked to reflect on their commitment to 
the parish and its operating budget for 2012. As John explained, there are 
two extra-budgetary expenses we are facing: Upgrades to the Rectory and 
costs of travel for our Search committee who will be bringing finalists to 
Ascension. 

Consecration Sunday, December 18, will be a memorable day at Ascen-
sion, as we hear the traditional Lessons and Carols service, and host a holi-
day brunch in the parish hall following the 10am service. This Sunday we 
will gather all pledges and bring them forward to place in a basket at the 
altar as was done last year. 

On January 29, 2012, the Annual Meeting of the parish will be held as we 
conduct the business of the parish and review the Season of Stewardship 
results in adopting our annual budget. As we move into Lent and Easter, 
we will renew our own invitation to join with the calling of a new Rector to come among us at Ascension. 

For more information about the Stewardship Campaign, contact John Kundts. 

Newcomer Profile: Peter McFarland 

Stewardship 2012 
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Mother Cass Stroheide and All Starkey 

Take your pick of two Wednesday evening events. Or come join Mother Cass and Al Starkey for both! 

Are you finding it hard to pray? Has your Spiritual life become dissatisfying or mundane? Could it use a little pick me up? Let us offer 
you some new tools to bring excitement and joy back into your relationship with God. Spiritual discipline is necessary for spiritual 
growth but it need not be boring or drudgery. It may be time for you to mix it up and try something new. 

1st Wednesday of the month 

Come join Al Starkey and Mother Cass on the 1st Wednesday of each month from 7:00-8:30 
PM as we explore different Spiritual Practices and engage in group reflection. Each evening 
concludes with a brief period of informal worship such as compline, evensong or vespers.  Our 
next session meets on Dec. 7th. We will not meet on Jan 4th but rather on that Friday Jan 6th so 
that we may celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany with a special evening of worship. More 
details about that service will be made available in December parish updates. 

3rd Wednesday of the month 

Have you been thinking about what fun it would be to participate in a stimulating and thought 
provoking Book Study? We hope you will consider joining us on the 3rd Wednesday of each 
month from 7:00-8:30 as we delve into a spirited discussion of our latest read. Since our first 
class on Nov 16th begins shortly before the beginning of Advent we have decided to forgo a 
traditional book in favor of journeying through this season with a well beloved spiritual writer. 
We will be reading “Advent and Christmas Wisdom from Henri Nouwen”. Books will be 

available for $11 at the meeting on the 16th or the following Sunday. We will discuss some of the readings and our particular reflections 
at our meeting on Dec. 21st.   We are looking forward to later reading and discussing Anne Rice’s novel “Jesus Christ: Out of Egypt” 
for our meeting in January. It is a work of historical fiction in which the writer imagines what life might have been like for the young 
Jesus and his family once Herod was dead and they we told by God’s messenger to leave Egypt and return to Israel. It promises to give 
us much to consider and discuss. This book may also be purchased ( $10) from Mother Cass. 

Mark your calendars: 

 

December 7th—Practicing Spirituality 

December 21—Book Study 

January 6th—Feast of the Epiphany Service 

January 18th—Book Study 

Buzz Schaumberg 

The Friday morning Men's Bible Study has been meeting this fall. We Meet from 7-8 am in the rector's office. This is a time to share 
fellowship and faith using Morning Prayer and integrating the Sunday lectionary as the lessons. You don't need to prepare ahead of 
time. Just come and see. All men are welcome.  
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Spiritual Practices Explored 

Friday morning Men's Bible Study 
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Rachel Patrick 

Advent is just a few days away, Christmas is coming soon, and as the aunt of ten nieces and nephews, I am thinking a lot about gifts 
right now. I want to make sure that I give a great gift to each of the kids, something they will use and enjoy. I am trying to find the per-
fect gift. While brainstorming to come up with the perfect gift, I realized that as followers and friends of God, we have received the very 

best gift ever—the gift of God’s love. And the exciting and special thing about this gift is that the 
more we share God’s love—the more love there is to go around. 

Last month, several Ascension families had the opportunity to share the gift of love that we have 
received. We traveled up to Grant Family Farms in Wellington to assist in gleaning the harvest. 
Gleaning is the practice of collecting the produce that was left behind in the reaping. At Grant 
Family Farms, the farmer graciously donates the gleaned produce to a local food bank to feed the 
hungry. We gleaned pie pumpkins in the fields for several hours and filled several large crates for 
the Larimer County Food Bank. 

To continue to share the love of God with our neighbors, the youth are conducting a food drive in 
the several blocks surrounding the church. We invite our neighbors, and on Sunday, November 
20th, our fellow parishioners, to share the gifts that we have been given with those who are in 
need. The items collected will benefit the ministry of Metro Care Ring.  

 

 

The most requested items are: 

 Hearty Soup (Meat or Vegetarian) 

 Canned Tuna 

 Canned Cooked Beans (pinto, black, refried) 

 Peanut Butter 

 Canned Mixed Vegetables 

 Canned Fruit 

 Canned Tomatoes 

 Whole grain pasta 

 Pasta Sauce 

 Diapers 

As we prepare our hearts for the coming season and plan our individual celebrations, may God help us remember that the gifts we have 
been given, our time and our talents and our treasures, are given to us so that we can share them with each other.  Join with us in cele-
brating the abundance and generosity of God’s gifts in our lives. 

Youth Update: Ascension Families Participate in Gleaning 
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2011 pledges have fallen slightly behind schedule. Please consider finishing the year strong as you 
complete your charitable giving records and consider the importance of the ministry of the Church of 
the Ascension. 
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Vestry Reminder 

T H E  PA R I SH  P O S T 

Three new Ascension parishioners will be elected at our Annual Meeting on Jan. 29, 2012. 

Please let a member of the Vestry or Father Bob know if you would like more information or are 
called to such an important leadership role as we welcome a new rector in the coming year. 

Are you called to be a member of the Vestry? 



The Ascension Community Outreach Fair was held Sunday November 18 after the 10:00 am 
service. There were 16 tables representing various ministries where parishioners volunteer to 
help those less fortunate. Many parishioners were able to visit with the volunteers. Special 
coffee hour snacks were also served. 

The Outreach Committee organized the fair: Barb Watson, Dorothy Wilson, Betty Arkell, Roz 
Dudden, and Joan Casey. If you are interested in volunteering at any of these ministries or 
agencies, contact the person below or a member of the Outreach Committee. 

 Cancer League of Colorado – Walt Smith 
 CHUN/Good Neighbor Committee – Kathleen Reilly 
 Colorado Haiti Project – Maris Riegel, Kerry Sims and Jane Medina 
 Family Tree Women’s Shelter – Deacon Bobbie 
 The HALO Foundation – Robin McDougal 
 Jubilee Ministries of the Episcopal Diocese of Colorado – Deacon Becky Jones 
 Learning Ally – Jedeane McDonald 
 Metro CareRing – Barb Watson 
 Neighborhood Watch – Barb Watson 
 St Clare’s Ministries – Donna Hood, Roz Dudden 
 St Francis Center – Roz Dudden, Palma Chambers 
 Team in Training – Barb Watson 
 VNA Hospice – Jedeane McDonald 
 Whiz Kids – Ann Collier 
 Wise Women Give – Cora Neslin 
 You Matter Ministry – Cora Neslin 

Ascension Community Outreach Fair 
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The Parish Hall—a busy place during the Fair! 

Maris Reigel, Jane Medina, and Tim Holcomb  
represent the Colorado Haiti Project. 

Jeadene Macdonald and friend repre-
sent the Visiting Nurse Association 

Dorothy Wilson and Donna Hood rep-
resent St. Clare’s Supper 

Palma Chambers and Andrew Spinks 
represent St. Francis Center 
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Update from the Church Office 

The Ascension Cares Committee 

Ascension has a ministry that most of you participate in probably without realizing it. If we have your birthday, you have hopefully re-
ceived a lovingly handmade card. There is a group that gets together every quarter or so to have fellowship and make cards. Anyone is 
welcome to come. It is a fun time and a lot of laughs. A lot of thought goes into making the cards so that parishioners receive birthday 
greetings knowing that their church family is thinking of them. The Ascension Cares Committee would like to make sure that we have 
as many birthdays and addresses as possible so we can send cards to all those who would like to receive them. Please call Celeste in the 
office, 303-399-5978 and give her your information. 

Birthday Cards May Need Your Address! 

Celeste Deleon 

Office life at Ascension is never dull. I still enjoy my every-day work life and am always thank-
ful to be here. I have to say there have been some major changes here. When Father James and 
Eli left I was so sad to see them go. I’m happy for where they are.  I love working with Rachel 
Patrick, our Youth Director. She brings such a fresh look to our youth and is still working on 
some great ideas. Father Bob Davidson joined our Ascension family as our Interim priest. He is 
a great asset to our church family. Greg is still going strong and I’m so lucky to have great con-
versations with him during our work week.  

It is such a busy time of year! We are getting ready for the Advent season and things are hus-
tling and bustling around the office. We’re anticipating the giving tree, the lighting of the Ad-
vent candles, and last but certainly not least, Christmas!  

Angel still comes to work with me on Tuesdays. He is now able to go to Bright Star and is certainly thriving. He knows every nook and 
cranny in the office. He loves to go with me into the church. Sometimes he and I will just go and sit.  

I have to say that I wouldn’t have it any other way. I still love my job, love my family, and feel blessed that God has placed me here. 
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Ascension Search Committee Fall Update 

October and November have been productive months for the Ascension Search Committee. In early October, the Search Committee 
compiled the results of our parish-wide survey in a Parish Profile, documenting our church’s character, goals, and vision.  

Most important to the rector search, the profile defined the dimensions we are looking for in a new rector:  

 

On October 15, the job search officially began when the Bishop’s Office posted the position on the Diocesan and National Church Job 
Search Networks. Since then the Bishop’s Office has forwarded to the Committee resumes of qualified priests from parishes across the 
country. We feel we will have a wealth of highly talented applicants to choose from who are capable of leading our parish. As the Com-
mittee reviews candidates, we will work hard to remain faithful to the most important priorities identified in the parish survey, as well as 
to discern the Holy Spirit’s call for our community. 

After the application process closes on December 1, the top candidates will participate in video-conference interviews in early Decem-
ber. Members of the committee will visit the most promising candidates during the first couple of weeks of January 2012. As we main-
tain a prayerful outlook, we are hopeful for the future, and we know that God is already at work calling our next rector to Ascension. 

If you have not had an opportunity to read the profile, printed copies are available on the usher’s table as you enter the sanctuary or you 
can view an electronic copy in PDF on the Ascension web site <http://www.ascensiondenver.org/> and click on the Rector Search Tab, 
then Parish Profile. 

Please don’t hesitate to reach out to anyone on the Search Committee with questions or thoughts. We appreciate your prayers for our 
wisdom and discernment in this process.  

Faithfully,  

The Ascension Search Committee 

Walt Smith (Chair), Betty Arkell, Ann Collier, Hank Dougan, Ann Dykes, Jim Hautzinger, Stephanie Johnson, Hazel Stevens Price, 
Raylene Decatur (Consultant to the Committee) 

“We are seeking a rector of great personal faith who is approachable, willing to listen, and easily connects with 
people. Our rector should teach and inspire us with strong, thoughtful preaching skills as well as serve as a 
spiritual guide to lead our Christian life. The person should have a sense of humor, compassionate heart, and 
gift for pastoral care. We are especially looking for someone who can continue to build and inspire Ascension’s 
younger membership and support the growth of children’s, family, and young adult ministries. Our rector 
should value Ascension’s current strengths in traditional liturgy and music. It is also important to us to have an 
effective manager and leader skilled in developing a sound plan for church growth and stewardship.” 



 

600 Gilpin Street 
Denver, CO 80206 

Chuirch Services 
Sunday - 8:00 am and 10:00 am 

Wednesday - 12:15 pm 

THE CHURCH OF  THE ASCENSION,  
DENVER,  CO 

Merry Christmas  
and the Best in the New Year 

Phone: 303-388-5978 
E-mail: Admin@ascensiondenver.org 

E-mail us from the website 
under Contact Us 

Ascension is a community of faith committed to 
share and grow in Christ’s love, bound together in 

worship, fellowship and ministry to others 

On the Web 

www.AscensionDenver.org 


