
Giving Thanks 
 

When this time of year rolls around, and the crisp autumn air gives way to snowstorms, 
and I can smell fires burning in neighbors houses, I find myself thankful. I know I asso-
ciate all those things with the wonderful holidays coming up, and I’m taken back to all 
the sweet moments at Thanksgiving and Christmas in the past. 

Giving thanks, especially at the holiday we have for that purpose, can easily turn into a 
simple counting of blessings or, worse, a “there but for the grace of God go I” kind of 
thanksgiving in which we’re grateful that we’re somehow better off than someone else. 

But Scripture has a different idea of giving thanks. Paul says in First Thessalonians, 
“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” I don’t believe Paul means to say that we should 
give thanks for all circumstances. Indeed there are tragedies and sufferings in which 
there simply isn’t anything good for which to give thanks. But in saying this, Paul re-
minds us that even in the worst of circumstances, God is with us, loving us, even in the 
hardest of times. In other words, there is only one thing for which we can be eternally 
and truly grateful: that God loves us fully and redeems us in Christ, and in baptism we 
are adopted into God’s beloved family. 

Whatever else is going on in our lives this Thanksgiving and Christmas, this is true: we 
are God’s beloved children. And for that, we can give thanks in all circumstances. 

 

Peace. 

Father James+ 
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Pledge Drive 

The 2010 Pledge Drive is now underway. Your pledge card is in the mail, now! If you do not receive a card by Thanksgiving, 
please call the office. Speaking of Thanksgiving, we as a church have much to be thankful for this year. The church needs your 
financial help to sustain and improve our programs in this forthcoming year. The strength and viability of your favorite church 
program depends on your giving. The Finance Committee needs to know your pledge, in order to prepare the 2010 Operating 
Budget. The church needs all giving Christians to step forward! PLEASE TURN IN YOUR PLEDGE CARD.  If you are be-
hind in your 2009 pledge, please pay as soon as possible so we can end the year with a balanced budget, and we can con-
tinue all of our wonderful programs. Thank you from your fellow Parishioners. 

Upon  Being A Greeter 

by Elinor Davis 

If you like to meet people and TALK, then join me—as a greeter. Once a month I get to stand at the top of the stairs and say hello 
to parishioners, and an occasional newcomer will be asked to sign the guest book. Of course, many times I find out that the new-
comer has been coming to Ascension for ten years, whereupon, I apologize and wait for the next stranger to approach. It’s fun, 
keeps me out of trouble, and I get a chance to see all sorts of interesting people. So if you care to join me, we can use a few new 
bodies. Of, if you would prefer to be an USHER…not the kind at the Esquire Theater, but at church, then you can collect the of-
ferings and carry them to the alter. Sorry, you won’t be able to keep the money, but at least you will be filling a great need. So 
think it over, and I’ll see you at the top of the stairs. 

The Nutcracker 
David Taylor Dance Theatre 

Ascension parishioner Lindsay Parker performs in David Taylor Dance Theatre’s fast-paced, lively ver-
sion of this holiday classic is a perfect outing for the entire family. From the Stahlbaum’s grand living 
room to the Land of Snow and the Land of Sweets, your imagination will soar with this seasonal delight. 
Come support your Ascension family and enjoy a great night out with the family. The show will run De-
cember, 17th-23rd (Both matinee and evening shows) Tickets can be purchased at www.DTDT.org or 
through the Lakewood cultural center at http://www.lakewood.org/culturalcenter or by calling the box 
office at 303-987-7876 

Dedicate a Pew 

 As you know, after the recent construction, the church has redundant low-back pews. Up to five of these pews can be placed in 
the Parish Hall, to replace the terrible benches. However, to make this happen, the Vestry is asking that $300 per pew be donated 
to the church. A dedication plaque will be placed on each pew. The dedication can be to a person(s), group or program. Individu-
als, families or groups can make a donation. So, bring in your donation and dedication statement, pick your pew, and it will be 
moved to the Parish Hall! High-back pews will stay at the church, and be placed near the entrance doors. 

Pews to Go 

 Ascension is also offering pews to parish members on a first-come-first-served basis. Please make a bid, and if it is above the 
minimum bid desired, it is yours to take and keep! Call the church office for details. After a time, any remaining pews will be 
offered to the public. Thank you for supporting the church! 
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Message From Father Tom 
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As we enter into the Christmas season, I want to take a moment and wish each and everyone of you a blessed holiday. My prayer 
for you is that you will discover new life as you celebrate the birth of our Savior who comes to us with a deep and abiding love, a 
love so complete and unconditional that all of creation is brought into His embrace. 

As I open myself to receive God's unconditional love for me, I find my spirit transformed, more and more, wanting to love all of 
that which God has created just as God loves. The "Charter for Compassion" which I have included below, gives me a new 
and focused way to think about how I might be a little bit more able to love as God loves. I commend it to you and encourage you 
to visit the website which is also listed. There you will find additional information about the "Charter for Compassion." I hope 
you will find it as inspiring and sobering as I have. 

I pray for a blessed Christmas for you and your family and invite you to join me in seeking and embracing a renewed and com-
passionate life as we enter the new year. 

God's peace be with you,  

Fr. Tom+ 

CHARTER FOR COMPASSION 

The principle of compassion lies at the heart of all religious, ethical and spiritual traditions, calling us always to treat all others 
as we wish to be treated ourselves. Compassion impels us to work tirelessly to alleviate the suffering of our fellow creatures, to 
dethrone ourselves from the centre of our world and put another there, and to honor the inviolable sanctity of every single human 
being, treating everybody, without exception, with absolute justice, equity and respect. 

It is also necessary in both public and private life to refrain consistently and empathically from inflicting pain. To act or speak 
violently out of spite, chauvinism, or self-interest, to impoverish, exploit or deny basic rights to anybody, and to incite hatred by 
denigrating others—even our enemies—is a denial of our common humanity. We acknowledge that we have failed to live com-
passionately and that some have even increased the sum of human misery in the name of religion. 

We therefore call upon all men and women ~ to restore compassion to the centre of morality and religion ~ to return to the an-
cient principle that any interpretation of scripture that breeds violence, hatred or disdain is illegitimate ~ to ensure that youth are 
given accurate and respectful information about other traditions, religions and cultures ~ to encourage a positive appreciation of 
cultural and religious diversity ~ to cultivate an informed empathy with the suffering of all human beings—even those regarded 
as enemies. 

We urgently need to make compassion a clear, luminous and dynamic force in our polarized world. Rooted in a principled deter-
mination to transcend selfishness, compassion can break down political, dogmatic, ideological and religious boundaries. Born of 
our deep interdependence, compassion is essential to human relationships and to a fulfilled humanity. It is the path to enlighten-
ment, and indispensable to the creation of a just economy and a peaceful global community. 

Found on the web at http://www.charterforcampassion.org 
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Book of the Month—November and December 
By Buzz Schaumberg, Nancy Yeaman. Ann Alexander. Diane Hammerberg. 

If you have read a good book with a Christian theme recently, or in the past that you would like us to feature, let any member of 
the Christian Education committee know about it and tell us briefly why you recommend it. The book table will feature a "Book 
of the Month" for November and December.  

November's choice is Saturday's with Stella by Allison Pittman.  

By Nancy Yeaman 

High on the list of the many things I am thankful for are all the four legged companions I have lived with - 
especially of the canine variety. As a result I am drawn to dog stories and was delighted to read about 
Stella, a slightly neurotic yet curiously adorable puppy. However, adorable Stella soon learns how to turn 
her new household upside down. Desperate for help, Stella’s master Allison Pittman, is thrilled to learn 
about an obedience class for puppies at the local pet store. As could be expected, obedience school covered 
the basics: sit, stay, come, and down. What Allison didn’t expect was the spiritual benefit she would re-
ceive as each Saturday lesson revealed a fascinating metaphor. In this heart warming, thoughtful and often hilarious tribute to her 
beloved Stella. Allison Pittman shares how she came to understand the ultimate Master, including how to:  

Sit - at the feet of Jesus and listen for His voice 

Drop it - and let go of personal agendas 

Come - when it’s time to run in the right direction 

Stay - in God’s presence 

I recommend this book, not just for dog lovers, but for anyone who wants to walk obediently with God..  

December's choice is The Other Wise Man by Henry Van Dyke.  

This is the story of a 4th Wise Man who was bringing precious jewels as a gift for the Christ Child. He 
was unable to meet up with the other three, and arrives just after they have left. He searches for decades 
for the Child and his family and only on Good Friday as he returns to Jerusalem does he encounter the 
Christ as a man. This is a very well written short story appropriate for all ages and shows and shares 
how we can be Christ bearers in our daily lives as we seek Him out.  

 

 

 

Marriage Seminar Planned for January 
The Adult Christian Education committee is planning a marriage seminar in January-February 
2010. The 5-week Love and Respect course provides a marriage "tune-up"— something every 
marriage needs now and then. Partners in any marriage, whether they have been married 5 years or 
35 years, would benefit. We will be meeting at the church on Sunday evenings from 6 to 8:30 p.m. 
from January 10th through February 14th (but not Super Bowl Sunday, 2/7/09). Each week we will 
view and discuss one of the Love and Respect series DVDs. Single partners in a marriage may at-
tend alone and would still find it very helpful. Light refreshments and childcare will be provided. 
Contact Ann Alexander or Father James for more information. 



Page 5 THE PARISH POST  

Communuity News 

Parker James Moody was baptized here at Ascension 10/11/09. 

John Doris was born on October 5th at 4:43 pm  4 lbs and 9 ounces.  

Graham Garrison was born on October 5th to Christine and Matt Garrison. 
 

Quentin  Mitchell, Molly Martin’s twin brother died November 25, 2009. Quentin Mitchell was the son of Genie 
and Quentin Mitchell. 

John Marrack was 88 when he died November 7, 2009. A memorial was held on Saturday, November 21, at As-
cension. John was born on Feb. 10, 1921, in Barnet, England, and joined the Royal Navy after finishing high school. 
He married Betty Potter on Nov. 1, 1943. He was an officer on a destroyer and participated in D-Day. After the war, 

he was business manager for a London law firm. 

Thirty years ago, the Marracks moved to Denver to be close to their daughter and son-in-law, and thus began their neighborhood 
grandparenting. John and Betty were "grandpa and grandma" to scores of Park Hill kids — and adults — for almost 30 years. 
They babysat, ran errands and went to sports events of their own grandchildren and others' grandchildren. "They were the only 
grandparents in the neighborhood — people just flocked to them," said their daughter, Pippa Marrack. Kids knew he was in fail-
ing health, so about 15 of them showed up at his house on Halloween to show off their costumes and have their picture taken 
with him, said Bill Dorn. 

The Marracks delivered Meals on Wheels for years, and he continued “way past the time he should have been 
getting meals himself," said Pippa Marrack. John was involved in saving the "pavilions" at City Park from be-
coming an office building, was on the Greater Park Hill Neighborhood board and wrote a column for the Park 
Hill newsletter. 

Marrack had "a rich, expressive speaking voice," and congregants loved to hear him read Scripture during ser-
vices, said Greg Larsen, Ascension's organist and music director. But he couldn't sing. "He didn't know a damn 
thing about music," said his daughter. In addition to his daughter and son-in-law, Marrack is survived by his 
son, John Marrack of Canada; four grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren. 

Transitions 

In early October, Bob and Joanie Mackay, and their daughter, Julie Mackay Percy, went to Milwaukee, Wisconsin, for the reun-
ion of Bob’s WWII CVE escort aircraft carrier, the U.S.S. Nehenta Bay. Bob’s carrier served throughout the war in the South 
Pacific theatre, fighting in many critical battles.  The ship survived two major typhoons, including the disastrous Halsey’s Ty-
phoon, during which Admiral Halsey chose the Nehenta Bay to rescue the survivors of the three destroyers that sank, which re-
sulted in the tragic loss of 600 seamen.   

We enjoyed seeing friends from other reunions and went on three bus and boat tours of sights in and around Milwaukee, which is 
an interesting city.  Afterward, we went to Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, which has been the summer home for many wealthy Chica-
goans, dating back to the 1871 Great Fire that started in Mrs. O’Leary’s barn.  We stayed at the former Hugh Hefner Playboy 
Club, now the Grand Geneva Resort.  We toured Chicago and enjoyed seeing friends from the Chicago area, who drove up to see 
us in Lake Geneva.  

The day after Thanksgiving, we went to Colorado Springs to visit one of Bob’s shipmates, who lives in Florida and was visiting 
one of his five sons.  His son just retired after 32 years as a Junior Achievement executive in the Springs.  
Prior to going to college, he was an infantry point man in the 101st Airborne Division and was decorated 17 
times for tours of duty in Laos and Viet Nam during the Viet Nam war. 

Mike Pacheco continues on his quest in pharmacy school, now in his second year. Please know we thank 
you for your prayers. He graduates in 2012. 

Stephanie and David Johnson are extremely proud to announce that their daughter, Morgan will graduate 
cum laude in December from the University of Colorado (hooray!). She is preparing to take law school ex-
ams in early December and will be applying to law schools for a fall 2010 entry.  



The church needed a new organ.  
Parishioners studied the options and surveyed various kinds of electronic and pipe organs. 
The Vestry instituted a capital campaign for the organ and construction: Hearts Ascending. 
The Parishioners donated with hope and faith. 
Enough money was raised. 
A pipe organ was contracted for with Patrick J Murphy and Associates. 
The organ was built in Massachusetts 
The Organ was shipped and it arrived August 2, 2009 
Parishioners unloaded it and carried it into the church. 
It was installed. 
It is a thing of beauty to the eyes and ears! 

Sing Praises to the Lord! 
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From Idea to Installation to Final Product—A New Organ 
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December 
        Sunday, December 20, 2009                   Annual Christmas Pageant presented by the Ascension Youth  
               10:00 AM                                               and Cherub Choirs.  Eucharist to follow. 
        Thursday, December 24, 2009                Christmas Eve I.  Traditional carols and selections from Cantata  
               4:40 PM / 5:00 PM                                 142, Uns ist ein Kind geboren (attributed to J. S. Bach),  
                                                                              sung by the Ascension Adult Choir with strings and organ. 
               9:40 PM / 10:00 PM                        Christmas Eve II.  Traditional carols and seasonal songs. 
                                                                              presented by the Ascension Praise Team. “The Dulcimer Lady”, Lucille Reilly 
                                                                              will also be playing the dulcimer and the autoharp. 
 
March 
        Sunday, March 21, 2010                         Presentation of Joseph Haydn’s Missa Brevis Sancti Joannis de  
               10:00 AM                                               Deo (“Small Organ Mass”) in the context of the Eucharist,  
                                                                              sung by the Ascension Adult Choir with strings and organ. 
 
April 
        Sunday, April 4, 2010                             Easter Day.  Traditional hymns and festive anthems sung by the  
               10:00 AM                                               Ascension Adult Choir with brass and organ. 
 
May 
        Sunday, May 16, 2010                            Dedicatory Evensong and Hymn Festival sung by the Ascension  
               4:00 PM                                                  Adult Choir in conjunction with other Episcopal parish choirs in the High Plains 

Region and the Bishop of Colorado, the Rt. Rev. Robert J. O’Neill. 
        Sunday, May 23, 2010                            Dedicatory Organ Recital by Ken Cowan, one of the most sought-after 
               7:30 PM                                                   young organists in North America.  Co-sponsored by the Denver  
                                                                              Chapter of the American Guild of Organists. 
 
 

                                           ♫♪   ♫♪   ♫♪    ♫♪    ♫♪   ♫♪   ♫♪   ♫♪ 
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Dedication Activities  -  2009-2010 
Hearts Ascending Organ and Worship Space  
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Please join us for our Christmas celebrations and activities 

Sunday, December 20 

8:00 a.m.—Eucharist 

10:00 a.m.—Eucharist  and The Children’s Christmas pageant:  'Twas the Year Before Christmas 

5:00 p.m.—Caroling in the Neighborhood at 6:00 p.m., preceded by a pot luck soup and dessert dinner at 5. 

Thursday, December 24, Christmas Eve 

4:40/5:00 p.m.—Family Eucharist with children's sermon, choir, strings, and fa-
vorite carols sung before the service. 

9:40/10:00 p.m.—Festival Eucharist with favorite carols accompanied by organ 
as well as contemporary music; Carols before at 9:40; reception following 

Friday, December 25, Christmas Day,  

10:00 a.m.—Christmas Eucharist 

Christmas Services and Activities 



Upcoming Youth and Children’s Ministry Opportunities 
From Cary Mathis 

Children’s Ministry 

On December 20th the Children’s Choir presents their annual Christmas 
pageant during the 10 AM service!  It will be a wonder to behold, as 
over thirty children tell the story of the birth of the Christ through song 
and drama. 

What makes the Church of the Ascension’s Children’s Choir so out-
standing is the maturity and quality of the group. This is not a “cutesy” 
choir of children, but rather the finest example of this form in our Dio-
cese! People will be astonished by how professional they are! Currently 
we are rehearsing every Wednesday evening during our regular weekly 
gathering; in addition we are practicing Saturday mornings, as well as 
Sunday after church. 

Middle and High School Youth Ministry 

The middle and senior high youth group is having their annual 
Christmas party at Dave and Cora Neslin’s next Thursday eve-
ning, December 17. This is a time of exchanging gifts, lots of 
good food, and time to reflect of the real reason for the season. 

Events in January and February include Laser Tag, progressive 
dinner at three families houses, and a possible retreat. 

Further, I am looking into the possibility of joining several 
churches from our Diocese for a mission trip to El Paso Texas 
next summer. This Diocesan sponsored event is a great opportu-
nity for our youth to share the love of Christ with those less for-
tunate while sharing this life changing event with other churches 
in Denver and Colorado as a whole. The initial meetings have 
just started to take place at several churches throughout the re-
gion. More details are coming soon! 

As part of Colorado Haiti Project, the Three Bishops' Fund is a $2.2 million capital campaign begun in 2005 by 
the Colorado Haiti Project. The funds raised by this ongoing campaign are used to build the infrastructure 
needed in support of programs aimed at providing classical education, vocational education, health care, clean 
water, sanitation, and other programs. These projects and programs are aimed at providing the opportunity for a 
better quality of life to the region we serve, a region with a population of approximately 15,000 people. 

While the Colorado Haiti Project works closely with the Episcopal Church, it is building strong partnerships 
with many other organizations. The capital campaign is an ecumenical effort working for the benefit of the en-
tire community regardless of religious affiliation. An underlying value of this project is to create a replicable model that can be 

used in other parts of Haiti. Two major projects have been completed: a Women's Resource and Educa-
tion Center and St Paul's School, which replaces the stick and sheet-metal lean-to. The school building 
incorporates 2 - 30,000 gallon cisterns.  

Honorary Co-Chairs: The Right Reverend Robert O’Neill, Bishop of Colorado; The Right Reverend W.J. 
Winterrowd, Bishop of Colorado, Retired; The Right Reverend Jean Zache Duracin, Bishop of Haiti 
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Youth News 

Outreach Profile: Colorado Haiti Project 
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The Lartson family moved to Denver from Boulder in 2004. They started attending services at the Church of the Ascension that 
same year until they moved to Aurora at the end of 2005. After a frantic search for a comparable church in Aurora, they finally 
returned to the Church of the Ascension during the first quarter of 2008. They are a one happy family and love to worship at the 
Church of the Ascension. 

Kobina was born in Ghana and was raised as an Anglican. He moved to Boulder on September 20, 2001 to pursue an MA in En-
vironmental Leadership at Naropa University. His wife, Angela, along with their two children, Alexander and Charlotte joined 
Kobina in December 2002. Mary was born in Boulder March 23, 2004.  

Angela was born in Kiev, Ukraine, to a Ghanaian father and a Ukrainian mother. She lived most of her life, however, in Ghana 
and speaks a number of Ghanaian languages. She currently works at the Porter Hospital as a rehabilitation technician/medication 
administrator. She loves helping the ill and senior citizens. She is very sociable and an excellent home maker and mother. Her 
aspiration is to become a health administrator. 

Kobina Lartson teaches Chemistry at George Washington High School (DPS). He is 
also a third-year doctoral candidate of Educational Leadership at the School of Educa-
tion and Human Development (University of Colorado Denver). He is the Public Rela-
tions Officer of the Rocky Mountain Ghana Council, which is the mouthpiece of various 
Ghanaian groups in Colorado. Kobina founded two tax exempt nonprofits: Mfantseman 
Kuw of Colorado and Colorado African Cultural & Events Center (www.cacec.org). 
Mfantseman is a tribal social, economic and charitable organization that collects and 
ships hospital equipment to needy hospitals in Ghana. On July 10-11, 2010 he will bring 
together all mfantseman tribal groupings in North America in a cultural exposition and 
attempt to raise funds to ship at least two containers of medical equipment to Ghana. For 
more information about this effort, please go to www.mfantsemanco.com.  

Alex is 13 and attends Horizon Middle school in Cherry Creek. He aspires to be a cop or 
pilot. Charlotte is 10 and  Mary is 5. Both girls attend Sunshine elementary school also 
in Cherry Creek. Charlotte would like to be a medical doctor while Mary dreams of 
becoming either a judge or a medical doctor.  

Left to right: Kobina, Charlotte, Angela 
 and Mary; Alex is standing 
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Ascension Family Profile 

Purpose Statement: 

The Finance Committee has the stewardship and fiduciary responsibility to the Vestry and Ascension parishioners for the proper 
financial management of the funds entrusted to the church. 

• The Committee develops and recommends the annual Operating Budget to the Vestry, for approval. 
• The Committee monitors monthly revenue and expenses, ensuring that the Operating Budget is meeting its goals. 
• The Committee provides monthly financial reports to the Vestry for approval, and to the parishioners for review. 
• Working with the church’s CPA, the Committee ensures that all applicable taxes are paid, and official government and di-

ocesan financial reports are submitted in a timely manner. 
• The Committee hires and oversees an Auditor to review church financial activity with regard to gov-

ernment and diocesan laws and directives. 
It applies the same oversight to capital and other financial campaigns conducted outside the Operating 
Budget. 

Committee Chair:  John H. Kundts 

Committee Members:  Liz Arnold, Patti Chandler,  Stephanie Johnson 

Finance Committee 



600 Gilpin Street 
Denver, Co. 80218 

Church Services 
Sunday - 8:00 AM and 10:00 AM 

Wednesday  - 12:15 PM 

T HE  CHURCH  O F THE AS CE NSIO N,  
DE NV ER,  CO 

 

Bright Star is an independent non-profit organization. Our home is here at Ascension which allows us to 
draw families from all of the neighborhoods surrounding us. We provide quality child care and early 
childhood education to Denver families. The Center does not advocate for any religion, but does espouse 
Judeo-Christian Principles.   

We are began this year with about 42 students. We have room for more in almost every class. If you or 
anyone you know wants more information, call 303-393-8648. You can also visit our website at www.
brightstardenver.com. 

We also have 5 students that are CCAP (Colorado Children’s Assistance Program) students. This number varies throughout the 
year. We have been known to have as many as 9. 

This year we initiated a Scholarship Fund to help those children needing financial assistance. We are always looking for ways to 
help any child in need.  

Bright Star Early Learning Center has seen many successes these last two years and I credit Gillian Lucas, current president of 
the Bright Star board,  for her loving guidance and support making all of this possible!!  

If any of you want to see lots of happy faces that are learning every day any day of the week, just visit us at  Bright Star. Contact 
me to discuss volunteer opportunities. 

Thank you, 
Molly Martin 
Vice president, Bright Star Early Learning Center Board 

News from Bright Star Early Learning Center 

Phone: (303) 388-5978  
E-mail us from the website 

   under Contact Us 

The Church of the Ascension is a communion of faith, bound 
together in our worship, fellowship, and ministry; uplifted by the 

Holy Spirit; and committed to sharing and growing in Christ's love. 

On the Web 
www.AscensionDenver.org 


